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National 

 Philippines’ second largest political party pledges support to Grace Poe 

The Nationalist People’s Coalition (NPC), the second biggest political party in the 
Philippines, has formally announced its support for the candidacies of Grace Poe and 
her running mate Francis Escudero. NPC president Giorgidi Aggabao said he expects 
90 percent of the NPC members, with over 4,129 of them seeking elective positions, to 
support the Poe-Escudero tandem. The NPC was founded by businessman Eduardo 
Cojuangco Jr., an uncle of President Aquino, who gave his support to another 
candidate, Gilbert Teodoro, during the 2010 elections. Escudero was also a member of 
the NPC until 2009 when the party refused to support his bid to run for president. 
 

 Full alert status raised in Northern Mindanao 

The Northern Mindanao Police Regional Office has placed all its units in the region on 
“full alert” status, especially in Bukidnon and Misamis Oriental, in anticipation of attacks 
by New People’s Army (NPA) rebels due to the upcoming 47th anniversary of the NPA 
on March 29, as well as due to the upcoming elections in May. 

 

 President Aquino appoints new Public Private Partnership Center head 

President Aquino has appointed Atty. Andre Palacios as the new executive director of 
the Public Private Partnership (PPP) Center following the resignation of Cosette 
Canilao which takes effect on March 8. Prior to his appointment, Palacios served as 
technical adviser to the PPP Center since January 2015 and was highly recommended 
by Canilao to succeed her. 

 

International 

 Japan and the Philippines sign agreement on defense equipment transfer 

Yesterday, Japanese Ambassador Kazuhide Ishikawa and Philippine Defense 
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin signed an agreement which will allow Japan to transfer 
defense equipment and technology to the Philippines with the aim of “contributing to 
regional peace and stability.” The Philippines is the first Southeast Asian country and 
the third worldwide to enter into such an agreement with Japan. Secretary Gazmin also 
mentioned that Japan is also offering the Philippines a surveillance aircraft and said 
that the next step for both countries would be to look into the possibility of conclude a 
visiting forces agreement (VFA). 

 

 Foreign Affairs Secretary urges China to respect international law 

In response to Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s statement accusing the Philippines 
of “political provocation” in seeking arbitration against China’s territorial claims, Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Albert Del Rosario urged China to respect the ruling of the arbitral 
tribunal, which is expected to be made within the first half of 2016, and questioned 
whether China sees itself “above the law” should it refuse to respect the ruling. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/npc-declares-support-for-poe-escudero/
http://www.mb.com.ph/full-alert-status-raised-in-northern-mindanao/
http://www.mb.com.ph/aquino-appoints-new-ppp-center-head/
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/01/1558232/philippines-japan-ink-deal-defense-equipment
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/01/1558230/dfa-chief-china-not-above-international-law
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NPC DECLARES SUPPORT FOR POE, ESCUDERO  

by Ben R. Rosario and Hannah L. Torregoza 

March 1, 2016  

 

The Nationalist People’s Coalition (NPC), the second biggest political party in the country, 

yesterday announced its support for the candidacies of Partidong Galing at Puso presidential bet 

Senator Grace Poe and her running mate Sen. Francis Escudero. 

Deputy Speaker and Isabela Rep. Giorgidi Aggabao, NPC president, said he expects 90 percent of 

the country’s card-bearing NPC members – 4,129 of them seeking elective positions – to tow the 

partyline and wholeheartedly support the Poe-Escudero tandem. 

“We, of the Nationalist People’s Coalition, wish to announce that we formally adopt Sen. Grace Poe 

Llamanzares and Sen. Francis Escudero as our candidates for president and vice president, 

respectively,” stated Aggabao in a press conference. 

Reps. Mark Llandro Mendoza, party secretary general, said the NPC will take a united stand on the 

Poe Escudero candidacy, pointing out that unity is among the strongest character of the party 

founded by businessman and former Ambassador Eduardo Cojuangco Jr.in 1992. 

Mendoza said party members who have previously announced support for other national candidates 

will be asked to reconsider their earlier decision. 

Poe said it is an honor and a challenge to be backed by the country’s second biggest political party. 

“Ako po ay lubos na nagpapasalamat sa tiwala at suportang ibinigay ng NPC. Bilang tumatakbong 

independent, naniniwala akong malaki ang maitutulong ng NPC hindi lamang sa pagsulong sa aking 

kandidatura, kundi higit sa lahat, sa pagtataguyod ng Gobyernong may Pusong minimithi ng bawat 

Pilipinong napag-iwanan, (I am very grateful for the trust and support given by the NPC. As 

someone running as an independent candidate, I believe the NPC’s endorsement would have a 

bearing not only in pushing for my candidacy, but overall in establishing a government with a heart 

which every Filipino people is aspiring for),” Poe said also during the press conference. 

“Senator Poe is extremely grateful to the NPC for endorsing her candidacy to become the country’s 

next President,” Valenzuela City Mayor Rex Gatchalian said in a statement. 

“She believes that together, she and the thousands of NPC members nationwide can propel the 

country to become more inclusive and help uplift the lives of our countrymen,” Gatchalian said. 

The Valenzuela mayor said he believes the NPC’s endorsement would finally bolster Poe’s 

presidential bid and propel the Partido Galing at Puso to touch base with more voters nationwide. 

“The endorsement of the NPC will serve as inspiration for Sen. Poe to intensify her campaign and to 

further detail to the Filipino public her advocacy to establish ‘Gobyernong may Puso’,” he said. 

For his part, Escudero agrees the endorsement of his former political party would boost his 

candidacy and that of his presidential running mate. 

“Malaki ang pasasalamat ko sa aking dating partido. Marami kasi ang nagsasabi na mahina kami at 

walang makinarya, malaking boost ito para magkaroon kami ng presensya sa mas maraming parte 

ng Pilipinas, (I’m very grateful to my former partymates. A lot of people are saying that we are 

weak, we have no machinery, so this would boost our campaign and presence in many parts of the 

Philippines),” Escudero said during a press conference in Tuguegarao where he and Poe are 

campaigning together with their senatorial candidates. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/ben-r-rosario-and-hannah-l-torregoza/
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Aggabao said Sen. Poe, who has been leading in presidential poll surveys, is expected to get higher 

numbers if she finally hurdles the Supreme Court petition questioning her qualifications to run for 

president. 

“Perhaps, her poll numbers will go through the roof,” Aggabao said when asked what will happen if 

the neophyte senator gets the High Court nod. 

Aggabao explained that the NPC executive committee made their decision in consideration of the 

wishes of the party’s “great majority.” 

“First, that their platform is anchored on inclusivity, and second, the candidates’ clear intention to 

build on gains rather than simply accept the status quo or signal a return to old practices, or hastily 

and radically subject the nation to a new and unpredictable cycle devoid of continuity,” said 

Aggabao. 

Senatorial candidate and NPC stalwart Rep. Win Gatchalian of Valenzuela City lauded the decision 

of party leaders to back the Grace-Chiz candidacies. 

“I am glad that the NPC finally decided to endorse the Grace-Chiz tandem. All NPC members are 

expected to tow the official party line and bring Senators Poe and Escudero to victory in the May 9 

elections,” said Gatchalian. 

Despite the NPC endorsement, Escudero reiterated that he and Poe would remain independent 

candidates and have no intention of joining the political party even if they get elected in the May 

2016 elections. 

“We are very grateful for the help the NPC is extending but we will remain independent and we 

won’t be joining the party,” Escudero said. 
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AQUINO APPOINTS ATTY. ANDRE PALACIOS AS NEW PPP CENTER HEAD  

by Genalyn Kabiling 

March 1, 2016 (updated)  

President Aquino has appointed Atty. Andre Palacios as the new executive director of the Public 

Private Partnership (PPP) Center. 

Palacios, a consultant of the PPP Center, will take the place vacated by Cosette Canilao who was 

quitting her post due to family concerns. 

Canilao’s resignation takes effect on March 8. 

The appointment of Palacios was announced by Executive Secretary Paquito Ochoa Jr. Prior to his 

appointment, Palacios served as technical adviser to the PPP Center since January 2015. 

He also worked as general counsel of the Millennium Challenge Account Philippines as well as 

assistant secretary at the Office of the Chief Presidential Legal Counsel from March 2003 to May 

2004. 

Palacios, a law graduate from the University of the Philippines, specializes in international law and 

corporate law. He also holds a master’s degree on international law from the University of London. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/genalyn-kabiling/
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FULL ALERT STATUS RAISED IN NORTHERN MINDANAO  

by Mike Crismundo 

March 1, 2016  

The regional command center of Northern Mindanao Police Regional Office 10 (PRO 10) has 

placed all field units on “full alert” status in anticipation of attacks by New People’s Army (NPA) 

rebels. 

The command center of PRO 10 based in Camp Alagar, Cagayan de Oro City has ordered all city 

and provincial police offices as well as municipal police stations to tighten their security and 

defense perimeters as the NPA’s 47th anniversary (March 29) celebration is fast-approaching and 

the May 9, 2016 national and local elections is also drawing near. 

Chief Supt. Lyndel A. Desquitado, regional director of PRO 10 also ordered field unit directors and 

field officers to conduct round-the-clock patrol in their respective areas of responsibility. 

Supt. Surki Sereñas, PRO 10 regional spokesperson said the “full alert” status was declared in the 

entire region, especially in the provinces of Bukidnon and Misamis Oriental where the NPA’s 

presence is prevalent. 

He said the elections and the anniversary of the NPA is fast-approaching and it is likely the NPA 

will intensify attacks in soft-target areas in some parts of the region. 

The PRO 10 spokesperson said it has been the NPA tradition to escalate their tactical operations on 

or prior to their anniversary celebration. 

In a statement released to various media organization last week, the NPA vowed to continue their 

offensive attacks to counter the continued military operations in their lairs in some parts of the 

region, particularly in Bukidnon, Agusan and Surigao provinces. 

Meanwhile, the regional command of PRO 10 and PRO 13 urged the peace-loving citizens to report 

immediately to the nearest local police or military of any information involving security concerns 

while appealing for cooperation in the fight against the NPA, armed wing of the Communist Party 

of the Philippines. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/mike-crismundo/
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PHILIPPINES, JAPAN INK DEAL ON DEFENSE EQUIPMENT  

By Jaime Laude (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 1, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines - Japan and the Philippines signed an agreement yesterday that would pave 

the way for Tokyo to transfer defense equipment and technology to Manila. 

Japanese Ambassador Kazuhide Ishikawa and Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin sealed the 

agreement in a ceremony at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City. 

Gazmin said the Philippines is the first country in Southeast Asian and the third in the world with 

which Japan has such an agreement. 

The accord is an offshoot of the Memorandum of Defense Cooperation forged by the two countries 

in 2015. 

“Japan is offering a surveillance aircraft at the moment, but nothing is final,” Gazmin said when 

asked what defense equipment Japan would transfer to the Philippines. 

Just like the Philippines, which is facing a major challenge over China’s maritime claim in the West 

Philippine Sea, Japan is also embroiled in a territorial row with China over a group of islands in the 

East China Sea. 

Aside from the newly signed agreement, Japan is also providing the Philippines 10 new boats to 

help the Philippine Coast Guard patrol and safeguard the country’s maritime domain. 

“This agreement would really substantiate the Philippines and Japan being strategic partners. And 

the transfer of equipment would enable our sides to conduct joint research, development and 

production projects,” Gazmin said. 

He added that aside from mutual desire to enhance both countries’ defense capabilities, the 

agreement would also contribute to regional peace. 

The defense chief called on both countries to look ahead and explore more mechanisms to deepen 

the partnership in information sharing and possibly forge a visiting forces agreement (VFA). 

Aside from the United States, the Philippines has a standing VFA with Australia. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Jaime%20Laude/
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DFA CHIEF: CHINA NOT ABOVE INTERNATIONAL LAW  

By Pia Lee-Brago (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 1, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines - China is not above the law and should heed calls by the international 

community that it respect whatever is decided by an arbitration court on Manila’s case against 

Beijing’s expansive claims in the West Philippine Sea and South China Sea.  

Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario issued the statement yesterday in response to Chinese 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s accusing the Philippines of “political provocation” in seeking 

arbitration for its territorial spat with Beijing. Wang made the accusation in a speech before a 

gathering in Washington organized by the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 

“As we presume to be responsible states, the Philippines, as well as the international community, 

are asking China to respect the forthcoming ruling of the arbitral tribunal and together advance an 

international rules-based regime,” Del Rosario said in a statement. 

“If China does not heed our collective call, does it mean that China considers itself above the law?”  

Wang said the decision by Philippine leaders to lodge a case with the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration based in The Hague was “irresponsible to the Filipino people and the future of the 

Philippines.” 

China has refused to participate in the proceedings. A ruling is expected later this year, after the 

tribunal decided last October that it could hear the case. 

“We note that Foreign Minister Wang said that China is a member of the international community 

and that it abides by international law. We have had countless meetings with China to try to address 

the issue between the two of us to no avail. We have invited China many times to join us in 

arbitration as early as 2012, again to no avail,” Del Rosario said. 

Meanwhile, a Philippine Navy cargo vessel on troop transport and re-supply operations in the 

vicinity of Hasa-hasa (Half Moon) Shoal last month was harassed by Chinese naval and maritime 

surveillance ships. 

Hasa-hasa Shoal, 60 nautical miles from the southern portion of mainland Palawan, is also being 

claimed by China under its nine-dash line. 

Information obtained by The STAR showed that BRP Laguna was sailing from Rizal Reef to Lawak 

Island when five Chinese vessels appeared and made hostile maneuvers before midnight of Feb. 5 

up to dawn of Feb. 6. 

“Aside from the two gray ships and three white Chinese ships, two Chinese helicopters also hovered 

over the BRP Laguna,” said an informed source. 

“The captain ordered the shutting down of lights inside the ship and nobody was allowed among us 

aboard to use flashlights even if we needed to go to the comfort room,” one of the passengers of the 

Navy ship said. 

The Chinese vessels later dropped anchor not far from the mooring area of BRP Laguna in the 

vicinity of Pag-asa Island.   – Jaime Laude 

 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Pia%20Lee-Brago/
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AIRBUS WINS $1.85 BILLION ORDER FROM PHILIPPINE AIRLINES 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

03:47 PM FEBRUARY 17TH, 2016 

SINGAPORE—European plane-maker Airbus said on Wednesday it had won a $1.85 billion deal 

for the purchase of six A350-900s by Philippine Airlines (PAL). 

PAL also has the option to purchase an additional six of the aircraft, the two companies announced 

at the Singapore Airshow. 

Philippine Airlines president Jaime Bautista said the planes would be used for PAL’s nonstop, long-

haul flights from Manila to the United States, Canada and Europe. 

“The A350s range capability has been an important factor in our decision, enabling us to offer 

nonstop service on all our premium long-haul routes,” Bautista said. 

The order is worth $1.85 billion at list prices, although airlines usually get discounts on their 

purchases. 

http://business.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
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CAGAYAN AMBUSH LEAVES 6 COPS DEAD  

By Cecille Suerte Felipe (The Philippine Star) | Updated February 17, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines - At least six policemen were killed and nine others wounded in an ambush 

by communist rebels in Baggao, Cagayan yesterday. 

Interior Secretary Mel Senen Sarmiento said the attack took place at around 10 a.m. in Barangay 

Sta. Margarita. 

Two rebels were also killed in the clashes with policemen. 

Initial reports said the fatalities were among operatives of the Cagayan Police Regional Public 

Safety Battalion (RPSB) who responded to an emergency call about an attack by New People’s 

Army (NPA) rebels in a government project. 

Led by a certain Allan Rey Balanay, the NPA attacked the government dam project in Barangay 

Pallagao and torched several heavy equipment. 

The rebels reportedly took workers Johnny Dontogan Jr. and Jay-Ar de la Cruz to witness the 

burning frenzy, but the two were later released unharmed. The two identified Balanay as the leader 

of the rebel team. 

Balanay is a member of the NPA’s Henry Abraham Command led by David Soriano who was 

tagged in the killing of Mayor Carlito Pentecostes during the attack on Gonzaga town hall in 2014. 

Cagayan Police Director Sr. Supt. Ronaldo Olay however withheld the identities of the casualties 

pending notification of their relatives. 

Sarmiento said the initial reports he received from Cagayan Valley regional police director Chief 

Supt. Reiner Idio said five policemen were killed in the attack. 

“It is still very sketchy. I just talked to General Idio and we have five KIA (killed in action) and 10 

WIA (wounded in action), there is aerial support now on the ground, by now perhaps they reached 

the area,” Sarmiento said. 

Sarmiento said he would accompany Philippine National Police chief Director General Ricardo 

Marquez to Cagayan today to personally check on the condition of the surviving policemen. 

“Our focus right now is on those killed in action and the reinforcement and those wounded in 

action,” Sarmiento said. 

He said the police coordinated their efforts with the military to pursue the attackers. 

“We want to make sure there is reinforcement there to protect and ensure that the others will be able 

to get out of the area safely,” Sarmiento said. – Raymund Catindig 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Cecille%20Suerte%20Felipe/
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CHINA DEPLOYS MISSILES ON DISPUTED SOUTH CHINA SEA ISLAND—REPORT 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

12:14 PM FEBRUARY 17TH, 2016 

WASHINGTON, United States—China has deployed a surface-to-air missile system on one of its 

contested islands in the South China Sea, a report said Tuesday just as President Barack Obama 

called for “tangible steps” to reduce tensions in the region. 

Fox News said that images from civilian firm ImageSat International show two batteries of eight 

missile launchers and a radar system arrived within the past week on Woody Island, part of the 

Paracels chain. 

A US warship last month sailed close to another island in the chain—which is claimed by China, 

Taiwan and Vietnam—in a gesture to assert freedom of navigation in the region which drew a quick 

protest from Beijing. 

The report on the missile batteries came as Obama wrapped up a two-day Southeast Asian summit 

in California where leaders voiced concern over Beijing’s military build-up in the strategic and 

resource-rich area. 

“We discussed the need for tangible steps in the South China Sea to lower tensions,” Obama said, 

calling for “a halt to further reclamation, new construction and militarization of disputed areas.” 

China’s increasingly muscular actions in the vital waterway featured heavily at the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) talks at Sunnylands, a sprawling California desert retreat. 

In a joint statement, Obama and the 10 ASEAN leaders demanded the “peaceful resolution” of a 

myriad of competing territorial claims over islands, atolls and reefs. 

Obama has tried to muster an informal coalition of Pacific allies to demand that Beijing respect the 

rule of law, hoping that China will want to avoid being painted as a regional bully. 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
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OBAMA SEEKS CLOSER COOPERATION WITH ASEAN  

by Genalyn Kabiling 

February 17, 2016  

Rancho Mirage, California – The two-day special US-Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) summit opened in southern California with a call from US President Barack Obama for 

closer cooperation in promoting trade, counterterrorism, and peaceful resolution of disputes. 

Moving to solidify US influence in the region, Obama asked regional allies to boost economic and 

security cooperation in a bid to promote peaceful, progressive and stable region during the first day 

of the summit. 

“The economic growth that is inclusive, creating opportunities for all, mutual security and the 

peaceful resolution of disputes, human dignity including respect for human rights and development 

that is sustainable — that is our vision and that’s what brings us here together today,” Obama said in 

his remarks. 

“Given the extraordinary progress that we have achieved together in these past seven years, I am 

confident that we can continue our momentum at this summit,” added Obama. 

The summit, hosted by Obama at the sprawling Sunnylands estate in California, aims to strengthen 

the newly elevated strategic partnership between the US and the 10-member ASEAN.  Obama and 

the Southeast Asian leaders including President Aquino skipped wearing ties for the informal and 

relaxed summit that centered on security, trade and environmental issues. 

TRADE AND ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIPS 

In his speech, Obama proposed an increase in the “trade and economic partnerships” between the 

US and the ASEAN in order to create jobs and opportunities for their peoples. 

With the improvement of trade between the US and ASEAN by 55 percent, Obama said the regional 

bloc is currently the fourth largest trading partner of the United States. More than 500,000 American 

jobs are supported by trade with ASEAN. US companies have been the largest source of foreign 

investment in ASEAN. 

INCREASE SECURITY COOPERATION 

On keeping peace and stability in the region, Obama said the US and ASEAN could increase 

“security cooperation to meet shared challenges.” He said in recent years, the United States has 

raised maritime assistance to allies and partners in the region “improving our mutual capabilities to 

protect lawful commerce, to respond to humanitarian crisis.” 

Although he did not identify China in his speech, the US President emphasized the importance of 

freedom of navigation and rule of law in the wake of the territorial disputes in the South China Sea. 

FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

“Here at this summit, we can advance our shared vision of a regional order where international rules 

and norms including freedom of navigation are upheld and where disputes are resolved through 

peaceful legal means,” he said. 

China has been widely criticized for its aggressive land reclamation activities and militarization in 

the South China Sea that threatens peace and stability in the region.  ASEAN members, namely the 

Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, and Vietnam, have overlapping claims of South China Sea, with 

China claiming almost the whole of disputed waters. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/genalyn-kabiling/
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FIGHTING TERRORISM 

In fighting terrorism, Obama said US and ASEAN could “do more” to meet transnational challenges 

that no one nation can meet alone. 

In the wake of the deadly attacks in Jakarta last month, Obama said the scourge of terrorism 

demands the international community to “stay vigilant.” 
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IS RECOGNIZES SAYYAF FEALTY  

posted February 17, 2016 at 12:01 am by  Francisco Tuyay 

THE Islamic State has officially recognized the pledges of allegiance of several jihadist groups 

based in Mindanao, according to a video recently released by the IS propaganda unit Al-Furat.  

Al-Furat released the video two days after United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned 

of the danger of the Islamic State terror group spreading its tentacles to South and Southeast Asia. 

Hussein is believed to have been the leader of the Katibat Ansar al Sharia group that is hiding out 

with the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan, along with another jihadist group identified only as Katibat 

Marakah al Ansar. 

Another group, identified as Ansar al Khilafah in the Philippines has also pledged allegiance to 

Baghdadi. 

The UN secretary-general himself mentioned the Ansar al-Khilafah in the Philippines in a recent 

report to the UN Security Council. 

“The recent expansion of the ISIL sphere of influence across West and North Africa, the Middle 

East, and South and South-East Asia demonstrates the speed and scale at which the gravity of the 

threat has evolved in just 18 months,” Ban said in a report to the UN Security Council. 

“Moreover, other terrorist groups, including the Islamic Youth Shura Council and Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant Libya Province (Derna) in Libya, the Mujahideen of Kairouan and Jund al-

Khilafah in Tunisia, the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Tehreek-e-Khilafat in Pakistan, and 

Ansar al-Khilafah in the Philippines, are sufficiently attracted by its underlying ideology to pledge 

allegiance to its so-called caliphate and self-proclaimed caliph,” Ban said. 

In his report, Ban said the IS has also benefited from the arrival of a steady stream of foreign 

terrorist fighters, who continue to leave their communities to replenish its ranks. 

The return of these fighters from the battlefields of Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic and other 

conflict zones is a further major concern, as returnees can extend the presence of ISIL to their states 

of origin and use their skills and combat experience to recruit additional sympathizers, establish 

terrorist networks and commit terrorist acts, Ban said. 

The report further analyses ISIL’s finances, highlighting the group’s capacity to mobilize vast 

resources rapidly and effectively. 

Its main sources of financing included the exploitation of oil and other natural resources, “taxing,” 

confiscation and the looting of archaeological sites, as well as external donations and use of the 

Internet and social media to raise funds. 

The report recommends member states to criminalize travel by foreign terrorist fighters, in 

accordance with relevant resolutions and take measures to strengthen border-management regimes. 

The United Nations, for its part, should step up capacity-building assistance in that context, he said, 

asking member-states to strengthen their tools for disrupting ISIL’s capacity to plan and facilitate 

attacks. 

The online news blog Long War Journal of the US-based Federation to Defend Democracies noted 

that the official acceptance of the pledges could precede the announcement of an official Islamic 

State “wilayat,” or province, for the Philippines or the entire Southeast Asian region. 

http://thestandard.com.ph/search?q=Francisco%20Tuyay


 - 14 - 

 

    

Aside from the ASG and the Katibat Ansar al Sharia group of Hussein, other groups in the region, 

such as Jemaah Ansharut Tauhid and the Mujahidin Indonesian Timor, have also pledged allegiance 

to IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

Traditionally, the ASG has had ties to al Qaeda, being financed by Mohammed Jamal Khalifa, a 

brother-in-law of Osama bin Laden, who was killed by US special operations forces in Madagascar 

in 2006. 

In June 2014, a master ASG bomb maker Abdul Basit Usman, who was thought to have been killed 

in a drone strike in North Waziristan, Pakistan, turned up in the Philippines before being killed last 

year.  

 


