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RESUME 

 

National 

 Government aims to complete 11 remaining public-private partnership projects 

this year  

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Executive Director Andre Palacios said that the 
agency is aiming to complete the bidding and awarding of 11 projects before President 
Aquino steps down in June. These 11 projects are: Laguna Lakeshore Expressway 
Dike Project; Regional Prison Facilities Through PPP Project; Davao Sasa Port 
Modernization Project; the operations maintenance and development of New Bohol 
(Panglao) Airport, Laguindingan Airport, Davao Airport Bacolod Airport, and Iloilo 
Airport; Road Transport Information Technology Infrastructure Project (Phase II); 
Operation and Maintenance of LRT Line 2 Project; and the Civil Registry System 
Information Technology Project (Phase II). 

Another priority of the PPP is to push the passage of the PPP Act in Congress, which 
aims to institutionalize the PPP Center and to improve the legal framework of the 
government in areas involving build-operate-transfer projects. 

 

 Department of Tourism stresses need to align tourism and transportation 

policies 

According to Tourism Undersecretary Benito C. Bengzon Jr., the Philippines must align 
its policies in the sectors of tourism and transportation to allow local destinations to 
become more attractive and accessible to tourists amidst the rapidly growing aviation 
industry in the Asia Pacific region. Airline executives from the region have been urging 
policymakers and airport authorities have cited infrastructure as one of the biggest 
concerns in allowing the growth of the Philippines’ aviation industry. 

 

 Commission on Audit recommends sanctions on VP Binay for corrupt practices 

The Commission on Audit conducted a special audit report which recommended 
removal from office, fine and imprisonment against Vice President Jejomar Binay for 
grave misconduct, dishonesty, gross inexcusable negligence, and graft and corrupt 
practices in the construction of the P2.8 billion Makati City parking building which took 
place when he was mayor of Makati City from 2007 to 2010. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/10/1561235/ppp-center-keen-completing-11-remaining-projects-year
http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/10/1561235/ppp-center-keen-completing-11-remaining-projects-year
http://www.mb.com.ph/tourism-aviation-policies-need-to-be-aligned-dot/
http://www.mb.com.ph/tourism-aviation-policies-need-to-be-aligned-dot/
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/772136/coa-team-recommends-sanctions-vs-vice-president-binay-over-makati-parking-building
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International 

 Philippines to lease 5 Japanese aircraft for maritime patrol  

President Aquino announced yesterday that the Philippine government will lease five 
TC-90 training aircraft from Japan to assist the navy in patrolling the country’s maritime 
territory. The terms and conditions of the lease agreement, which includes the cost and 
duration, are still under negotiation. This development follows the agreement on the 
transfer of military equipment that was concluded last week between the Philippines 
and Japan. 

 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/10/1561509/government-lease-5-japanese-aircraft-maritime-patrol
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PPP CENTER KEEN ON COMPLETING 11 REMAINING PROJECTS THIS YEAR  

By Czeriza Valencia (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 10, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – The Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Center is keen on completing the 

procurement of 11 projects in the last four months of the current administration, its newly-installed 

director Andre Palacios said yesterday. 

This may be a long shot considering it took the center five years to award 12 projects, but Palacio 

believes they have enough steam to push through with the procurements because the mechanisms 

and processes are already in place. 

 “We are hopeful that we would be able to complete the bidding and award of 10 to 11 projects,” he 

told reporters Tuesday. “These are not new projects. Some of these have been under study since 

2013. These procurements have been ongoing for quite some time now. With regard to capacity, the 

first few years are always the hardest because we were fixing the process. We are now reaping the 

hardship of those first years,” he said. 

The 11 projects seen to be procured at the tailend of the Aquino administration are : Laguna 

Lakeshore Expressway Dike Project; Regional Prison Facilities Through PPP Project; Davao Sasa 

Port Modernization Project; the operations maintenance and development of New Bohol (Panglao) 

Airport, Laguindingan Airport, Davao Airport Bacolod Airport, and Iloilo Airport; Road Transport 

Information Technology Infrastructure Project (Phase II); Operation and Maintenance of LRT Line 

2 Project; and the Civil Registry System Information Technology Project (Phase II). 

Three other three projects under the procurement process may not be completed within the current 

administration as these are still in the prequalification stage of procurement. These are the New 

Centennial Water Source-Kaliwa Dam Project, North-South Railway Project (South Line) and the 

LRT Line 6 Project. 

 “I have four months. We’re going to make everyday count,” said Palacios. 

He said prospective investors continue to show strong interest on the projects in the pipeline. 

“We see a high level of interest from prequalified bidders and we believe that interest will be 

sustained until the bid submission date,” said Palacios. 

With the current administration drawing to a close, the new PPP Center chief said the center would 

be concentrating on the completion of the ongoing procurements, assisting Congress in the passage 

of the PPP Act, and “ensure a smooth transition” of its functions to the next administration. 

The center hopes Congress would pass this year the amendments to the Build-Operate Transfer 

(BOT) Law that is expected to provide greater stability and predictability in the procurement of 

projects under the PPP program. 

The law would also institutionalize the PPP Center. 

“We believe that in the projects that have been awarded, we have been transparent in the process 

and so we expect that these would be honored beyond June 30 (end of the current administration),” 

said Palacios. “These are commitments of the government, not just of a single individual so we 

expect them to be honored.” 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Czeriza%20Valencia/
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TOURISM, AVIATION POLICIES NEED TO BE ALIGNED — DOT  

by Chino Leyco 

March 9, 2016  

The Philippines needs to align its tourism and aviation policies to capitalize on the rapidly growing 

aviation industry in the Asia Pacific region, the Department of Tourism (DOT) said yesterday. 

In a statement, Tourism Undersecretary Benito C. Bengzon Jr., said the country’s tourism and 

transportation sectors need to work together in transforming local destinations more attractive and 

accessible to tourists.  

Bengzon then called out for an urgent response for enhanced connectivity and expanded capacity for 

aviation industry. 

“The Philippines is up to meet the challenge of a rapidly growing aviation industry in the Asia 

Pacific region over the next decade,” Benson said. “Tourism and aviation policies [need] to be 

aligned” to enjoy the full dividends of tourism. 

According to Bengzon, the country is poised to capitalize on the growing demand of people to 

connect by air and drive visitor traffic to the Philippines. 

“The Philippines is now among the fastest growing economies in the region, with a gross domestic 

product that is expected to grow at a rate of 6.3 percent by year-end,” the official added, implying 

the country’s viability as a key gateway in the region. 

Bengzon statement was echoed by Transportation and Communications Secretary Joseph Emilio 

Abaya, and highlighted the achievements of the Aquino administration for past six years. 

Abaya said that under President Aquino’s term, European Union’s ban on the country’s flag carriers 

was lifted, and Philippine airlines were returned to Category I status. 

He also discussed the ongoing expansions of the other major gateways in the country including the 

Mactan-Cebu, and similar public-private-partnership initiatives for airports of Silay, Iloilo, Davao, 

Laguindingan, and Palawan. 

Meanwhile, senior executives of some of the region’s fastest-growing airlines were emphatic in 

calling for policy makers and airport authorities to respond to infrastructure needs, referring to it as 

crucial for the continued growth and development in the Asia Pacific. 

Michael Miller, Routes Head of Content and Industry Relations, said the Philippines strides in 

airport planning, while concluding that ASEAN’s aviation has to have a long term planning in terms 

of infrastructure. 

“With the continued growth comes extreme situations in many airports around the region — one of 

which is over capacity. And majority of over capacity airports are in Asia,” Miller siad. 

“Infrastructure is the biggest issue,” Andrew Cowen, HK Express chief executive said, citing the 

widening mismatch between airport infrastructure plans and the rapidly growing demand for low-

cost carriers (LCC). 

This dramatic rise in demand for LCC was reiterated by Conrad Clifford, IATA Regional Vice 

President for Asia-Pacific, who forecasted LCCs to continue dominating the local market, inferring 

over a hundred million passengers entering into APAC market in the next decades. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/chino-leyco/
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Cebu Air Vice President for Commercial Planning Alexander Lao minced no words in proposing 

for the development of secondary airports to help meet the growing low-cost market and likewise 

keep airfares affordable. 

As air travel continues to grow at a rate of five percent since 2011, airlines will need 38,000 new 

aircraft valued at $5.6 trillion towards 20134,” Schubert explained. 

“Southeast Asia will need 3,750 new airplanes valued at $550 billion, while APAC will need 675 

new aircraft each year for the next 20 years,” declared John Schubert, Managing Director of Boeing, 

concluding that Asia is expected to generate over a hundred million new passengers each year. 
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COA TEAM RECOMMENDS SANCTIONS VS VICE PRESIDENT BINAY OVER 

MAKATI PARKING BUILDING 

By: Nancy Carvajal | Philippine Daily Inquirer 

08:15 PM March 9th, 2016 

MANILA — The Commission on Audit special team has recommended sanctions against Vice 

President Jejomar Binay based on several administrative violations he committed in the construction 

of the Makati City parking building, a COA report, a copy of which was obtained by the Philippine 

Daily Inquirer, stated. 

The 12-member team of the COA special audit found Binay who is running for president in the May 

elections administratively liable for grave misconduct, dishonesty, gross inexcusable negligence, 

and graft and corrupt practices. 

The sanctions endorsed by the 12-member special audit team against Binay, a presidential candidate 

in the May 9 elections, were removal from office, fine and imprisonment. 

Had he been an ordinary elected official, Binay could have been ordered removed from office by the 

Office of the Ombudsman based on the strong evidence that the audit team said it had gathered. 

But under the Constitution, a vice president, like the president could only be removed from office 

through impeachment proceedings. 

The report said that Binay should be meted administrative disciplinary action for violation of COA 

circulars and memorandum in his capacity as the head of the procuring entity from 2007 to 2010. 

“Any unjustified failure of the officials and employees concerned to comply with the requirements 

herein imposed shall be subject to the administrative disciplinary action provided in section 127 of 

presidential decree no 1445; section 55, Title I- B, Book V of the revised administrative code of 

1987 and section 11 of Republic Act no 6713,’’ the report said. 

The report stated that “the construction of the Makati Parking Building 2 from phase 1 to 5 totalling 

P2.8 billion showed irregularities from budgeting to procurement to execution resulting in the 

misuse of public funds.’’ 

It also said that the grant by the Makati City government of undue advantages to Hilmarc’s 

Construction company and MANA caused injury to the government. 

The audit team also found that the contract for the architectural and engineering services for the 

Makati City Hall Parking Building 2 with MANA for P11,974,900 “is not covered with an 

appropriation, awarded through simulated bidding and payments thereof, were not supported with 

the documents and information required by law.’’ 

The sanctions against Binay were endorsed by the 12-member audit and was approved by the 

Assistant Commissioner Alexander B. Juliano contained in a 148-page report.  SFM 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/nancy-carvajal
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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GOVERNMENT TO LEASE 5 JAPANESE AIRCRAFT FOR MARITIME PATROL  

By Aurea Calica (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 10, 2016 - 12:00am 

LIPA CITY, Batangas – The government will lease five aircraft from Japan to help patrol the 

country’s maritime territory, President Aquino announced yesterday. 

“We are leasing from Japan five TC-90 training aircraft to assist our navy in patrolling our 

territories, particularly in the West Philippine Sea,” Aquino told the gathering at the change of 

command ceremony at the Fernando Air Base. 

New Philippine Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Edgar Fallorina replaced Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Delgado, who 

received awards for his 37 years of dedicated service as he retired yesterday. 

The President did not give any further details on the TC-90 

Last week, the Philippines and Japan signed a deal on the transfer of military equipment and 

technology, a document Japan needs to allow it to export weapons and guarantee they will not be 

transferred to a third party. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said the deal for the 

Japanese aircraft was being finalized. 

“We are not yet aware of the actual terms and conditions of the lease agreement, including the cost 

and duration,” he said.      

 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Aurea%20Calica/

