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National 

 Grace Poe leads in latest elections survey 

In a survey conducted from March 4 to 7 after the first presidential debate organized by 
the Commission on Elections, Grace Poe took the lead in the presidential survey at 27 
percent from 24 percent in February, followed by Jejomar Binay at 24 percent from 29 
percent last month. Mar Roxas remained at third place with 22 percent from 18 percent, 
and Rodrigo Duterte at fourth place with 21 percent from 24 percent. Senators Chiz 
Escudero and Bongbong Marcos led the vice-presidential race with 28 percent and 26 
percent, respectively. Among all the candidates, Leni Robredo of the Liberal Party 
gained the most, jumping 5 points from 19 to 24 percent. 

 

 Despite ruling, Supreme Court decision on Grace Poe continues to be questioned 

The Supreme Court’s decision allowing Grace Poe to run for president in the upcoming 
elections continues to be disputed on the argument that the 7 justices that voted in 
favor of Poe’s qualification as a natural-born citizen did not constitute a majority among 
the 15 justices in the Court. Two of the petitioners against Poe’s candidacy have 
already expressed their intention to file a motion for reconsideration before the 
Supreme Court this week. 

 

 Abu Sayyaf leader behind cases of kidnapping killed in operation 

Waning Abdusalam, one of the leaders of the Abu Sayyaf Group, was killed while 
resisting arrest during a joint military and police effort in the Zamboanga Sibugay 
province last Sunday. Abdusalam was behind the kidnapping of an Australian national 
in 2011 and an Irish priest in 2009. Meanwhile, the government reiterated its no-ransom 
policy following the release of a video by the Abu Sayyaf where a ransom was 
demanded for the two Canadian and one Norwegian national currently being held 
hostage. 

 

International 

 Al Gore in the Philippines to meet climate advocates 

Former US Vice-President Al Gore arrived in the Philippines last Saturday to preside 
over a gathering of 700 climate advocates from all over Asia through the “Climate 
Reality Leadership Training Corps” from March 14 to 16, 2016. Gore also took time on 
Sunday to visit Tacloban, Leyte, which has been rebuilt since being struck by Typhoon 
Haiyan in November 2013. The former vice-president noted that the Philippines had a 
unique position in the international community – economically and geographically – to 
send a message on the importance of the development of renewable energy and the 
passage and implementation of relevant laws on the climate and disaster risk reduction. 

 

http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/558944/news/nation/poe-leads-in-latest-sws-presidential-survey-vp-binay-slides-down-to-2nd
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/773325/sc-voting-in-poes-case-questioned
http://www.mb.com.ph/filipino-kidnapper-of-australian-ex-soldier-irish-priest-slain/
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/14/1562718/al-gore-visits-yolandas-ground-zero
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Analyses 

 Huge embarrassment by Philippine Daily Inquirer editorial 

The editorial by the Philippine Daily Inquirer comments on the recent involvement of the 
Philippines in the “biggest modern cybertheft in the world” amounting to $1 billion. It 
notes that the Philippines must take strong actions to prevent the local banking sytem 
from becoming vulnerable to international cybercriminals after over $81 million was 
stolen by Chinese hackers and laundered through the Philippine banking system, and 
take this as an opportunity to strengthen existing legislation against money laundering, 
which they have described as “one of the weakest on the planet.” 

http://opinion.inquirer.net/93756/huge-embarrassment
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POE LEADS IN LATEST SWS PRESIDENTIAL SURVEY, VP BINAY SLIDES DOWN TO 

2ND 

GMA News Online 

Updated March 14, 2016 1:22pm 

Sen. Grace Poe took the lead while Vice President Jejomar Binay slid down in the latest pre-election 

survey conducted March 4 to 7 by Social Weather Stations. 

In the poll for voting preferences for president, Poe got the nod of 27 percent of the survey 

respondents, up three points from the 24 percent she had in the Feb. 5 to 7 survey. 

Binay, who previously got 29 percent in the February survey, took 24 percent in the March poll, 

down by five points. 

Administration candidate Mar Roxas was in third place in the March poll with 22 percent, up by 

four points from his showing in last month's survey. 

In fourth place is Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte who got 21 percent, down by three points 

from the February poll. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago, meanwhile, got 4 percent. 

Double efforts 

Binay's camp said that it will cover as many areas during the campaign. 

"The results of the survey go up and down but the Vice President will double his efforts to cover as 

many areas and talk to as many people as possible," Binay's spokesperson, Rico Quicho, said in a 

statement. 

"We wish that hopefully the results of the survey would truly reflect what is happening on the 

ground and what can be seen in the media coverage of our sorties and rallies," he added. 

Poe also said that the candidates should work hard during the campaign because of the tight 

presidential race. 

“Kailangan talaga lahat ng kandidato ay nag-iikot; kailangan maipahiwatig ang ating mga 

programa,” she told reporters during a sortie in her home province of Iloilo. 

The senator said she was grateful for the voters’ support even if her eligibility to run for president 

has been questioned. 

'Actual polls is most important' 

In a chance interview in Dagupan City, Roxas said he trusts the electorate will vote for the candidate 

with a proven track record. 

"Tulad nang parati kong sinasabi, ang pinakamahalagang survey ay 'yung aktuwal na mangyayari sa 

ika-9 ng Mayo at ako, tiwala ako, nanalig ako, na sa dulo, mananalo ang karapat-dapat. Mananalo 

ang malinis," Roxas told reporters. 

The LP candidate added that Filipinos will not entrust their future to a candidate who has so far 

done nothing but made promises. 

"Sino ba ang may mga konkretong programa? Sino ba ang may mga nagawa na hindi lang pangako 

at wish ko lang?" Roxas said. 
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"Alam nila kung ano ang mga nangyari nitong nakaraang limang taon at nanalig ako at ang 'Daang 

Matuwid' na sa dulo ibibigay nila ang tiwala nila," he added. 

Meanwhile, presidential Spokesperson Edwin Lacierda on Monday said the latest SWS survey 

shows "the continuing consolidation and expansion of voter preference for the tandem of continuity, 

integrity and reform." 

"Despite the mudslinging and concerted attacks against the administration and its record of public 

service, not only has the Daang Matuwid coalition endured, but it is gaining ground as our fellow 

citizens continue to ask tough questions and demand concrete solutions from all the candidates," 

Lacierda said. 

He further said that the survey reflects the electorate's concern over the integrity of presidential 

candidates. 

Vice-presidential candidates 

Among the vice presidential candidates, meanwhile, Senators Chiz Escudero and Bongbong Marcos 

emerged statistically tied for the top spot. 

Escudero got 28 percent, up by two points from the February poll, while Marcos got 26 percent, the 

same figure he received in the previous poll. 

"Malapit na! Masaya tayo ngayong abot-kamay na natin ang pinagsisikapan natin na unang puwesto 

sa survey," the congresswoman said in a statement. 

"Sa resultang ito, nabigyan tayo ng panibagong inspirasyon at lakas sa paghahatid ng ating 

adbokasiya, plano at programa hanggang sa pinakamalalayong lugar sa bansa lalo na sa mga nasa 

laylalayan," she added. 

Robredo started from three percent last September 2015 and jumped to double digits in November. 

Her results in SWS surveys have steadily climbed since then. 

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano placed fourth with 11 percent in the latest survey, followed by Sen. 

Antonio Trillanes IV with 6 percent, and Sen. Gregorio Honasan with 5 percent. 

Poe, meanwhile, shrugged off Escudero’s tie with Marcos, saying she and her running mate are used 

to running in tight contests. 

“Ah, basta si Senator Chiz naman at ako ay sanay sa ganyan sapagkat ‘nung tumakbo naman kami 

‘nung 2013—at least ako—wala namang kasiguruhan noon. Masaya na nga ako na patuloy ang 

suporta ng ating mga kababayan sa kabila ng lahat ng duda na itinapon nila bago mag-desisyon ang 

Korte Suprema,” she said. 

The BusinessWorld-SWS Pre-election Survey was conducted among 1,800 validated voters two 

weeks after the first presidential debate was held in Cagayan de Oro City and just before the 

Supreme Court released its decision on the petition of the Commission on Elections to disqualify 

the candidacy of Poe for president. 

The survey had a ±2-point sampling error margin. —with Kathrina Charmaine Alvarez, Xianne 

Arcangel and Amita Legaspi/KG/ALG, GMA News 

http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/archives/authors/xiannearcangel
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/archives/authors/xiannearcangel
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/archives/authors/amitalegaspi
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SC VOTING IN POE’S CASE QUESTIONED 

BY: JEROME ANING | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:51 AM MARCH 14TH, 2016 

MANILA — The issue on the citizenship eligibility of Sen. Grace Poe for the presidency is 

apparently not yet over despite the Supreme Court’s ruling last week favoring her candidacy for the 

highest office in the land by affirming her claim to being a natural-born citizen. 

The controversy over the voting has been raised by the losing parties in the case as well as by other 

legal experts who have  pointed out that Rule 12, Section 1 of the high court’s internal rules requires 

that all decisions and actions in court cases “shall be made up upon the concurrence of the majority 

of the Members of the Court who actually took part in the deliberation on the issues or issues 

involved and voted on them.” 

For a case where all 15 justices deliberated upon and voted, at least eight votes are needed to 

achieve a majority ruling. 

In his 55-page dissenting opinion, Senior Associate Justice Antonio Carpio stated that there was no 

majority ruling on Poe’s qualification as a natural-born citizen. 

Carpio said the the high tribunal’s voting on the issue of citizenship was 7-5-3. 

Carpio’s argument was earlier countered by Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes Sereno, who, in her separate 

concurring opinion, said that by her own count, out of the nine who voted to grant Poe’s petition 

against her disqualification, seven agreed to hold that Poe was natural-born. 

Only 12 of the full court of 15 justices participated in the voting on that particular question, she 

said, making it a clear majority of seven. 

Last Tuesday, the Supreme Court voted 9-6 to grant the Poe’s petitions seeking to overturn rulings 

of the Commission on Elections (Comelec) that cancelled her certificate of candidacy for president 

for material misrepresentation on both her citizenship and residency eligibilities. 

Carpio, however, pointed out that only seven of the nine justices in the majority ruling were of the 

opinion that foundlings like the Poe should be considered natural-born citizens. They were Sereno 

and Justices Presbitero Velasco Jr., Lucas Bersamin, Jose Perez, Jose Mendoza, Marvic Leonen and 

Francis Jardeleza. 

The two other magistrates—Justices Diosdado Peralta and Benjamin Caguioa—joined the separate 

dissenting opinion of Justice Mariano del Castillo stating that the court should not rule on the 

citizenship issue on this case. 

Del Castillo, Peralta and Caguioa held that the Comelec committed grave abuse of discretion since 

Poe did not make deliberate misrepresentation on her 10-year residency status.  The three saw no 

need for the court to determine the eligibility of Poe on the citizenship requirement under the 

Constitution. 

Carpio was joined by four other magistrates—Justices Teresita Leonardo-De Castro, Arturo Brion, 

Estela Perlas-Bernabe and Bienvenido Reyes—in his dissenting opinion that Poe was not a natural-

born Filipino and that she lacked the residency requirement. 

“What is clear and undeniable is that there is no majority of this court that holds that petitioner 

[Poe] is a natural-born Filipino citizen,” Carpio stressed. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/jerome-aning
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Political science professor Antonio Contreras, one of the four petitioners before Comelec who 

contested Poe’s qualifications, also countered Sereno’s statement in her separate opinion and before 

media that only seven justices voted that Poe was natural-born. 

“All 15 Justices took part in the proceedings. No one inhibited. All 15 affixed their signatures in the 

ponencia (majority opinion) written by Justice Perez. Ten justices wrote their opinions. Two justices 

joined the opinion of their colleague, while another two concurred by simply affixing their 

signatures. All 15 voted on the result. Seven is not a majority of 15. So how can the ponencia say 

that Poe is qualified? The only safe legal conclusion they should have made is that her petition was 

granted since Comelec committed grave abuse of discretion,” Contreras said on his Facebook 

acount. 

Contreras also posted a note titled “Dear CJ Sereno” countering Sereno’s claim that Caguioa, 

Peralta and Del Castillo “took no part” in the deliberations and did not vote on the . 

In her separate opinion, Sereno stated: “Out of the 12 members who voted on the substantive 

question on citizenship, a clear majority of seven voted in favor of petitioner. As to residency, seven 

out of 13 voted that petitioner complied with the 10-year residency requirement.” 

Contreras, however, said Sereno was wrong. 

He said Caguioa participated in the deliberations and even issued a separate concurring opinion 

where he expressed his view that the court should not rule on the issue of citizenship, and where he 

did not have a definite stand on residence. In both cases however, Caguioa joined the majority on 

the issue of grave abuse of discretion committed by Comelec . He was joined on that aspect by 

Justice Peralta. 

Contreras added Del Castillo participated in the deliberations and wrote a dissenting opinion where 

he opined that the Court should not rule on citizenship. He, however, found that Comelec did not 

commit grave abuse of discretion. 

“Writing an opinion is a vote. Joining one is also a vote,” Contreras said. 

In his dissent, Carpio said the majority ruling provided an “anomalous situation” beyond the intent 

of the framers of the Constitution. 

“The election process becomes a complete mockery since the electorate is mercilessly offered 

choices, which include patently ineligible candidates. The electorate is also needlessly misled to cast 

their votes, and thus waste their votes, for an ineligible candidate,” the senior magistrate stressed. 

He centered his dissent on the issue of Poe’s citizenship, reiterating she is not a natural-born 

Filipino – both as a foundling and a former American citizen. 

“To allow a person, who is found by the Comelec not to be a natural-born Filipino citizen, to run for 

President of the Philippines constitutes a mockery of the election process. Any person, who is not a 

natural-born Filipino citizen, running for President is obviously a nuisance candidate under Section 

69 of the Omnibus Election Code,” Carpio said. 

Carpio also rebutted the majority opinion that Poe did not have the burden to prove her being 

natural-born by establishing Filipino blood lineage since citizenship accorded to a foundling was 

presumed. 

“Any person who claims to be qualified to run for the position of President of the Philippines 

because he or she is, among others, a natural-born Filipino citizen, has the burden of proving he or 

she is a natural-born Filipino citizen. Any doubt whether or not he or she is natural-born Filipino 
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citizen is resolved against him or her. The constitutional requirement of a natural-born citizen, being 

an express qualification for election as President, must be complied with strictly,” he stressed. 

The senior justice has also argued that the country is not bound by international laws on foundlings. 

“In sum, there is no international treaty to which the Philippines is a contracting party, which 

provides expressly or impliedly that a foundling is deemed a natural-born citizen of the country in 

which the foundling is found. There is also obviously no international treaty, to which the 

Philippines is not a party, obligating the Philippines to confer automatically Philippine citizenship to 

a foundling at birth,” Carpio said. 

Lastly, Carpio expressed his belief that allowing a naturalized citizen to run for president and 

possibly lead the country’s military set a dangerous precedent. 

“A natural-born Filipino citizen who has absolutely renounced and abjured allegiance to the 

Philippines and pledged sole allegiance to the United States, undertaking to bear arms against any 

foreign country, including the Philippines, when required by US law, could still become the 

commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines by performing a simple act – taking an 

oath of allegiance before a Philippine public official – to reacquire natural-born Philippine 

citizenship. The framers of the Constitution, and the Filipino people who ratified the Constitution, 

could not have intended such an anomalous situation,” he said.  SFM 
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FILIPINO KIDNAPPER OF AUSTRALIAN EX-SOLDIER, IRISH PRIEST SLAIN  

by AFP 

March 13, 2016  

Manila, Philippines – The leader of a southern Philippine gang behind the kidnapping of an 

Australian ex-soldier and an Irish priest was shot dead by security forces on Sunday, the military 

said. 

Waning Abdusalam was killed after he resisted arrest by a combined military and police team in the 

strife-torn island of Mindanao, said military spokesman Major Filemon Tan. 

The suspect was gunned down in the town of Naga in Zamboanga Sibugay province. He may have 

had links to the Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim extremist group known for kidnapping foreigners and 

Christians, said Tan. 

The Abu Sayyaf, founded with seed money from Al-Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden, has been 

designated as a terrorist organisation by the United States. It has been blamed for the worst terror 

attacks in Philippine history. 

Tan said Waning had been involved in the kidnapping for ransom of numerous people in Mindanao, 

including several Filipinos as well as Irish missionary Father Michael Sinnott in 2009 and 

Australian Warren Rodwell in 2011. 

While Sinnott was released after about a month through the intercession of a larger Muslim rebel 

group, Rodwell spent 15 months as a hostage and was  only freed after ransom was paid. 

The Abu Sayyaf were blamed for the Rodwell kidnapping. 

Kidnapping for ransom is frequent in the southern Philippines, where Muslim separatist insurgents 

and bandits have been active for decades. 

Early this month suspected Abu Sayyaf militants holding two Canadians and a Norwegian set a one-

month deadline for millions of dollars in ransom to be paid. 

In a video posted on a local jihadist group’s Facebook page, the emaciated victims warned they 

would be killed unless the ransom was paid. 

Canadian tourists John Ridsdel and Robert Hall, Norwegian resort manager Kjartan Sekkingstad 

and Filipina Marites Flor were seized from yachts at a marina in the southern Philippines in 

September. 

The Philippine government has stressed its position of not paying ransom. Police said they are 

continuing efforts to rescue the hostages. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/afp/
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AL GORE TO TRAIN PH CLIMATE WARRIORS 

BY: MICHAEL LIM UBAC | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:02 AM MARCH 14TH, 2016 

AL GORE has no doomsday message for the Philippines as he starts today (Monday) the training of 

more than 700 climate warriors from all over Asia who have converged in Manila for the “Climate 

Reality Leadership Training Corps.” 

In fact, the former US vice president told the Inquirer Sunday that because of Supertyphoon 

“Yolanda” (international name: Haiyan) the country had the “moral authority” to take a leadership 

role in helping the world shift its heavy reliance on coal to renewable energy. 

Gore said it was “not smart” to build new coal plants. The Philippines is nevertheless building more 

coal-fired power plants. 

Unknown to Gore, the Aquino administration has approved 21 new coal-fired power plant projects 

in the past five years despite its commitment to reduce carbon emissions. 

The government’s decision to continue constructing coal plants puts into question the country’s call 

for sustainable development and deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Nobel peace laureate and global climate activist arrived in Manila last Saturday to personally 

preside over the training of participants to the climate leadership training, which runs from Monday 

to Wednesday at the Hotel Sofitel. 

“Yes, why not? You have some of the best solar resources in any country of the world because of 

your latitude. You have fantastic wind resources,” Gore told the Inquirer in an exclusive interview, 

when asked if the Philippines could become a leader in developing solar and wind power as 

alternative sources of energy. 

“I think the Philippines occupies a special role because of the respect it has in the world 

community,” he said, citing the “economic strength” the country “demonstrated to the world during 

a period when … the rest of the world was devastated by the 2008-2009 Great Depression.” 

The Climate Reality Leadership Training Corps is part of the Climate Reality Project founded and 

chaired by Gore, a nonprofit organization that aims to solve the climate crisis. Gore will explain to 

the soon-to-be climate warriors what climate change is all about and what individuals can do about 

it. 

Over the last 10 years, there are thousands of trained “Climate Reality Leaders” in over 57 countries 

who are already working at every level of society to solve climate change, according to organizers 

of the Manila training sessions. 

During the three-day training, renowned climate scientists, communicators, storytellers and 

grassroots organizers will speak about reaching and inspiring people to take climate action. 

‘Courage, resilience’ 

Gore acknowledged the particular vulnerability of the Philippines to typhoons. Being in the Pacific 

typhoon belt, the country “attracts constant attention from the world, which has admired the 

Philippines’ resilience,” he said. 

Gore referenced Yolanda, the strongest recorded storm to ever hit land that lashed nine regions of 

the country on Nov. 8, 2013, killing 6,300 people, mostly in Eastern Visayas. 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/byline/michael-lim-ubac
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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“I think that Haiyan, in particular, underscored not just that single event but brought into focus the 

courage and resilience of the [Filipino] people, and the immediate translation of that in the Warsaw 

climate conference [in 2013] cannot be overemphasized. It really touched the hearts of the people 

around the world,” Gore said. 

He could still vividly recall the “image of the nation standing up courageously” to one of the 

greatest demonstrations of a climate change impact. 

‘Hub for geopolitics’ 

“And as a developing country—some would say—emerging economy, it has a unique position in 

the community of nation,” he said. “Its geographic position gives it a particular relationship to all of 

East Asia—and of course the historical ties to the US actually make the Philippines a kind of a hub 

for geopolitics.” 

Gore noted that the Philippines’ enduring ties to America were seen as very significant in the United 

States. 

Impressed 

He joked that Daly City or parts of Los Angeles in California could be another province of the 

Philippines because of the large presence of Filipino-Americans in the area. 

Gore praised the country for its advanced climate change laws, ostensibly referring to the Climate 

Change Act of 2009 and the People’s Survival Fund of 2012. 

Both laws were authored by Sen. Loren Legarda, the United Nations Global Champion for 

Resilience. 

“She is truly a leader not only in the Philippines but among her counterparts in the international 

community around the world. Her proposals [for Disaster Risk Reduction and climate change 

adaptation] are now being looked at as models for the world,” Gore said. 

He noted that the country was learning its lessons from Yolanda. 

Quoting the forecast of scientists around the world, including those from the Philippines, he said it 

was being predicted that these typhoons would “likely to come stronger still with the continued 

warming of the oceans.” 

More than 90 percent of the extra heat trapped by the man-made global warming pollution—which 

has triggered temperatures to rise since the Industrial Revolution—goes into the oceans. 

Oceans warming faster 

“The ocean waters around the Philippines are warming faster than anywhere else on the planet,” 

Gore warned. 

“If there is another place that is warming faster, I don’t know what it is. As a result, sea level is 

rising faster in the Philippines than anywhere else on Earth mainly because of thermal 

expansion, and also of course, the melting of ice in Greenland and Antarctica is accelerating sea 

level rise everywhere in the world,” said Gore. 

He said that the combination of higher sea levels and more powerful storm surges made island-

nations particularly vulnerable to the impact of climate change, stressing that “the warming of the 

seas and rising of the seas are faster here than virtually anywhere on Earth.”  
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HUGE EMBARRASSMENT 

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:16 AM MARCH 14TH, 2016 

THE ALLEGED money laundering involving a local bank and casinos is becoming a huge 

embarrassment to the Philippines, it being just a part of what is described as the biggest modern 

cybertheft in the world, worth $1 billion. The elaborate global coverage of the illegal operation also 

underscores the growing threat posed by cybercrime even to the most secure computer networks—in 

this case, those of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, a number of American financial 

institutions, and the central bank of Bangladesh. 

This will likely set back Philippine efforts to prevent the use of the country in cleaning dirty money 

from the illegal drugs trade, human trafficking, and other transnational crimes. Locally, the case 

shows that the banking system remains vulnerable to international cybercriminals. The actual 

amount of illegal funds that entered a branch of Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. (RCBC) was $81 

million. But there was an earlier attempt to launder through the Philippine banking system an 

additional $870 million in funds reportedly stolen by Chinese computer hackers from the account of 

the Bangladesh central bank, but this was foiled after international banks recalled an order to 

transfer the money to the Philippines. 

Various sources and confidential documents obtained by the Inquirer indicate that the money, worth 

almost P3.7 billion at the prevailing exchange rate, was channeled to a foreign exchange dealer 

named Philrem and then transferred to casinos—$26 million to the account of Solaire Resort and 

Casino and $20 million to the account of Eastern Hawaii Casino and Resort in the Cagayan 

Economic Zone Authority—where it was converted into chips for betting, then converted back to 

cash, and soon after remitted to accounts in Hong Kong. It’s a classic case of money laundering 

done through casinos, which were excluded from the list of entities required to report suspicious 

fund transfers to authorities when the Philippines’ Anti-Money Laundering Law was strengthened in 

2013. 

The foreign media will naturally pick up the big story, which was first published by the Inquirer, 

given its international scope. This is indeed a “black eye” on the local banking system, as Sen. Serge 

Osmeña, head of the oversight committee on the Anti-Money Laundering Law, describes it. And a 

lot of questions will be begging for answers when the Senate starts its probe tomorrow. Foremost 

among these is whether the banking industry’s know-your-customer rule was followed to the letter. 

Within RCBC, management seems to be putting the blame for the mess squarely on the manager of 

its branch on Jupiter Street in Makati, although the latter has answered all accusations against her, 

claiming that her actions were known to the bank’s top officials, including its president. 

This cannot be a “he said, she said” case either because there are documents—a paper trail—and a 

digital footprint of what actually transpired. A lot of other officials are involved in the entire 

process, some of them from the RCBC head office. For instance, it appears that the branch manager 

does not have authority to clear the remittances involved, which should be a job in a separate 

department in the bank’s head office. 

In countries like Japan or South Korea, financial scandals of this nature immediately result in the 

resignation—or, at the minimum, the forced leave—of top officials, not because they are involved 

or are guilty, but because they take responsibility for the actions of their subordinates or want the 

investigation to proceed without any doubt of a whitewash. But in the Philippines, hardly anyone 

seems to take responsibility for anything, and finger-pointing is the norm. On many occasions, the 

guilty points to everyone else but himself/herself. 

http://opinion.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Definitely, so much is at stake here. The government should get to the bottom of this money 

laundering issue that puts the Philippines under the glare of world scrutiny. The Anti-Money 

Laundering Council in particular should determine what loopholes, if any, were used to launder the 

money through the Philippine banking system, and propose measures to plug these once and for all. 

The Senate inquiry can also help bolster the case for including other entities—casinos in 

particular—in the coverage of the Anti-Money Laundering Law, which has been described as one of 

the weakest on the planet. 

  


