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National 

 Comelec studies possibilities for elections 

Following the likely delays in the preparations for the national elections due to a recent 
Supreme Court decision, the Commission on Elections (Comelec) presented two 
possibilities: to postpone the elections by three weeks or hold the elections on May 9 as 
scheduled with its credibility diminished. The possibility to postpone the elections, 
however, would require the passage of a law from Congress. The Supreme Court last 
week ruled that the Comelec, in adopting automated elections, should issue printed 
receipts to voters, a process that would require the reconfiguration of the voting 
machines. 

 

International 

 3rd US warship for the Philippines expected this year 

The US Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Boutwell (WHEC 719) from the United States is 
due to arrive in the Philippines this year to further strengthen the Philippine Navy’s 
capability to secure the country’s maritime territory. Boutwell is one of the two ships that 
US President Barack Obama promised to provide the Philippines during the APEC 
Summit in Manila last November through the US Foreign Assistance Act. Boutwell will 
be the third USCG cutter to be acquired by the Philippines, the first two being the BRP 
Del Pilar (PF-15) formerly the USCGC Hamilton; and the BRP Alcaraz (PF-16), formerly 
the USCGC Dallas. 

 

 China becomes an election issue in the Philippines 

As the campaign reaches its height, presidential candidates are now facing the 
challenge of striking a balance between fostering an amicable relationship with China 
as an economic power and riding behind the nationalist sentiments of the Filipino public 
with regards to the territorial dispute in the South China Sea. Of the top four 
candidates, Mar Roxas and Grace Poe are in favor of respecting the ruling by the 
arbitration court on the illegality of China’s claims, while Jejomar Binay is in favor of 
joint exploration activities in China. Duterte, while focusing his plans for the military on 
domestic issues, has adopted a lukewarm approach to the US in their involvement in 
the dispute with China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://manilastandardtoday.com/news/headlines/201741/poll-body-looks-at-two-options.html
http://www.mb.com.ph/3rd-us-warship-due-this-year-to-boost-phs-maritime-security/
http://www.mb.com.ph/china-looms-over-philippine-elections-2/
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 Philippines and Malaysia conclude banking agreement 

The central banks of the Philippines and Malaysia have signed an agreement on the 
guidelines regarding the entry of qualified ASEAN banks between the Philippines and 
Malaysia under the ASEAN Banking Integration Framework (ABIF). The conclusion of 
this agreement is aimed at greater financial integration and economic development 
among members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. The Central Bank of 
the Philippines has so far allowed six more foreign banks to enter the Philippines after 
President Aquino signed RA 10641 in July last year amending the foreign banks law by 
removing the limit of foreign banks in the country earlier set at only 10. 

http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/15/1562969/philippines-malaysia-ink-banking-pact
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POLL BODY LOOKS AT TWO OPTIONS  

posted March 15, 2016 at 12:01 am by  Sara Susanne D. Fabunan 

THE Commission on Elections said Monday they are down to two options: postpone the elections 

by three weeks or hold the elections on May 9 as scheduled with its credibility diminished. 

Commissioner Christian Robert Lim said the Comelec en banc would decide which way to go, after 

the Supreme Court ordered the poll agency to issue printed receipts to voters. 

Lim also said that contrary to earlier reports, the Comelec is not considering a return to manual 

voting. 

Comelec Chairman Andres Bautista, who said the Supreme Court ruling on printed receipts would 

set back preparations for the elections, said they never considered a no-election scenario, but said a 

postponement was possible. 

He admitted, however, that a postponement would require that Congress pass a law. 

“I want to emphasize that the primary duty of the Comelec is not just to conduct elections but 

elections that are orderly and credible,” Bautista said. 

On Monday morning, the Comelec officials held a meeting with its Comelec Advisory Committee 

and Technical Evaluation Committee to seek advice on what steps to take in the wake of the 

Supreme Court decision. 

The Comelec then met with representatives from the political parties, where both options were 

presented.  

Most of the political parties urged the Comelec to push through with the elections on May 9 no 

matter what, said Nationalist People’s Coalition legal counsel and former Comelec commissioner 

Gregorio Larrazabal. 

“We said there has to be a consensus that we have to have a credible automated elections on May 9, 

2016. And everybody in the room agreed to that. They have to reach that goal. There is no option. 

We have to have automated elections and the preparations to achieve that goal just have to be met,” 

Larrazabal told the reporters. 

He added that the political parties also rejected manual voting, which he said was illegal. 

“If you postpone the election, that will be a huge political upheaval. The people won’t agree to 

that,” Larrazabal said. 

A failure of election, he added, should not be entertained because as long as voters are able to cast 

their votes, these can be tallied even beyond 5 p.m. 

The representative of United Nationalist Alliance, Ivan John Uy, agreed that the elections must be 

held on May 9. 

Only the Nacionalista Party rejected both options presented and urged the Comelec not to activate 

the voter receipt feature, Lim said. 

Earlier, In a separate interview, Comelec Commissioner Arthur Lim said that it will be also 

impossible  to conduct a credible automated elections for overseas voters on April 9. 

http://manilastandardtoday.com/search?q=Sara%20Susanne%20D.%20Fabunan
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Lim said bringing back the 1,400 SD cards that were already sent to 30 embassies in various 

countries and reconfiguring them at the Comelec’s warehouse in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, would take 21 

days. 

After that, they would still need to train all the board of election inspectors, a process that would 

take days. 

Lim said, the Court decision was “far reaching and totally unexpected.”  

UP law professor and Kabayan party-list nominee Harry Roque Jr. urged the Supreme Court to 

stand firm on its decision on voter receipts. 

In a petition-in-intervention, Roque backed the earlier petition filed by a group led by former 

senator Richard Gordon last month, which was granted by the high court last week. 

In disabling the essential security features of the automated election system, the poll body brazenly 

and unconscionably deprived voters of their right to verify whether or not their votes were 

appreciated and counted correctly in accordance with their choice, Roque said. 

 The militant Bagong Alyansang Makabayan also rejected a postponement. 

“We oppose moves to postpone the elections, not simply because it is against the Constitution, and 

definitely not because we believe in its promise of change, but because a delay in the polls will 

ultimately favor the incumbent Aquino regime and its candidates,” Bayan secretary general Renato 

Reyes Jr. said. 

Reyes said a delay will allow the Aquino administration to dip deeper into public coffers to bankroll 

its administration bets, led by its standard bearer Manuel Roxas II. 

Lawmakers led by senatorial candidate and Leyte Rep. Martin Romualdez and House Speaker 

Feliciano Belmonte Jr. also rejected a return to manual voting. 

Senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the Constitution is clear: the elections must be held on the second 

Monday of May and must be automated. 

“The mere fact that the Commission on Elections feel justified in flouting the Constitution and the 

law leads many to suspect that this is opening more opportunities for abuse and cheating. We must 

not allow this to happen. We must maintain the integrity and the credibility of the electoral 

process,” Marcos said. With Rey E. Requejo, Christine F. Herrera and Maricel V. Cruz 
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3RD US WARSHIP DUE THIS YEAR TO BOOST PH’S MARITIME SECURITY  

by Elena L. Aben 

March 14, 2016  

A third Hamilton-class weather high endurance cutter (WHEC) from the United States due to arrive 

this year will further boost the Philippine Navy’s capability to secure the country’s vast maritime 

domains. 

The US Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Boutwell (WHEC 719) is scheduled to be decommissioned 

in a ceremony to be held March 16 at Naval Base San Diego, California, USA after 48 years of 

service. 

Boutwell is one of the two ships that US President Barack Obama promised to provide the country 

during the APEC 2015 summit in Manila 

The USCG said it is working with the US Department of State to transfer Boutwell to the Philippine 

Navy as part of a Foreign Military Sale Program through the Foreign Assistance Act. 

Navy public affairs office chief Capt. Lued Lincuna, for his part, said they are expecting the delivery 

of the ship this year. 

“It will be an additional asset for the PN and will be a big boost to our capabilities once it enters our 

inventory,” he added. 

It will be recalled that Obama announced the transfer of two ships to the Philippine Navy after 

touring the BRP Gregorio del Pilar – also a former USCG cutter transferred through the Office of 

International Acquisition’s Excess Defense Articles (EDA) program – in Manila last Nov. 17. 

The two ships referred to by Obama are the 378-foot USCGC Boutwell and the research vessel 

Melville, a former U.S. Navy vessel. 

“We have a treaty obligation, an iron-clad commitment to the defense of our ally, the Philippines. 

You can count on the United States,” Obama said. 

Boutwell is expected to bolster the Philippine Navy’s long-endurance patrol capability, while 

Melville will help in charting the country’s territorial waters. 

Boutwell will be the third USCG cutter to be acquired by the Philippines, the first two being the 

BRP Del Pilar (PF-15) formerly the USCGC Hamilton; and the BRP Alcaraz (PF-16), formerly the 

USCGC Dallas. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/elena-l-aben/
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CHINA LOOMS OVER PHILIPPINE ELECTIONS  

by The Wall Street Journal 

March 15, 2016  

China’s growing assertiveness in the South China Sea is putting Philippine presidential candidates 

in a tricky situation, as they struggle to balance tough talk on national sovereignty with a desire to 

improve ties and boost trade with their country’s powerful neighbor. 

Chinese aggression and military superiority “shouldn’t make us surrender,” Sen. Grace Poe told The 

Wall Street Journal. Poe, who is roughly tied with her three main rivals in the race for the 

presidency according to the latest polls, promised to invest heavily in the Philippine military, citing 

Singapore as her inspiration. “They only have four million people, but they are strong, they can 

defend themselves,” she said. 

All the candidates for the May 9 elections want to increase trade with China and enlist the country’s 

help in improving the Philippines’ crumbling infrastructure. But they don’t want to look weak by 

giving any ground on territorial claims in the South China Sea. “A huge spike in anti-Chinese 

sentiment” among Filipino voters gives them little room to maneuver, said Richard Javad 

Heydarian, a security expert at De La Salle University in Manila. 

Sino-Philippine relations hit rock bottom under President Aquino, who is term-limited and steps 

down in June. 

Aquino has built up the Philippine military, while deepening ties with the US and regional allies, 

such as Japan and Vietnam. On Wednesday, he announced that Japan had agreed to lease military 

surveillance aircraft to the Philippines – the latest development in a burgeoning alliance Beijing 

regards with suspicion. 

“If the Philippines’ action is meant to challenge China’s sovereignty and security interests, then 

China is firmly opposed to that,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said at a regular 

news briefing Thursday. 

Aquino also brought the Philippines’ complaints over China’s territorial claims to a UN tribunal in 

The Hague in 2013 and has repeatedly likened China to Nazi Germany for its activities in the South 

China Sea. The tribunal is expected to rule within the next few months whether China has been 

acting illegally. 

Beijing effectively stopped talking to Aquino as a result of his legal gambit, and pressed ahead with 

the construction of a chain of artificial island bases in disputed areas of the sea. 

The inauguration of a new Philippine president presents a possible opportunity for Beijing and 

Manila to mend their fraught relationship. 

BINAY DIPLOMACY 

Of all the leading presidential candidates, Vice President Jejomar Binay appears most amenable to 

rebuilding Chinese relations, having spoken last year of starting a new “joint venture” with China 

through bilateral dialogue. “China has the money, and we need the capital,” Mr. Binay told a local 

radio station last year. 

Other presidential candidates have taken a tougher line on China. 

 

 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/the-wall-street-journal/
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DUTERTE BLAMES US 

Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte blamed the US, a long-standing treaty ally of the Philippines, 

for allowing China to encroach on the Philippines’ maritime territory, in an interview with The Wall 

Street Journal. “Why did they not just stop it?” he asked. 

A deal with China could be struck, but first Beijing must stop harassing Filipino fishermen, and 

must accept that territory within the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone “is our property,” Duterte 

said, while pledging to assemble a new fleet of 40 gunboats to patrol Philippine seas. 

Duterte said his military focus would mainly be domestic. He has vowed to wipe out southern 

Philippine extremist groups such as Abu Sayyaf, which on Thursday said it would kill two 

Canadians, a Norwegian and a Filipino kidnapped in September from a resort near Davao in one 

month unless ransoms are paid. 

ROXAS PLAN 

Manuel Roxas, the candidate endorsed by Aquino and a longtime official in his administration, has 

pledged to continue the Philippines’ efforts to resolve its problems with China through legal means. 

Roxas also stressed that the Aquino government had sometimes succeeded in engaging China, 

despite recent tensions, citing the Philippines’ recent decision to join the Beijing-backed Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank as one example. 

As president he would pursue similar “economic and development opportunities” with the Chinese, 

Roxas said. 

POE BACKS AQUINO POLICY 

Poe also voiced support for the current government’s policies on China. “The Aquino 

administration is doing the best it can, given the situation,” Poe said. She added that she would seek 

ways of engaging China culturally and economically, while not backing down on the sovereignty 

question. 
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PHILIPPINES, MALAYSIA INK BANKING PACT  

By Lawrence Agcaoili (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 15, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines - The central banks of the Philippines and Malaysia have signed an 

agreement aimed at greater financial integration and economic development among members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said both the BSP and the Bank Negara 

Malaysia have agreed on the guidelines regarding the entry of qualified ASEAN banks between the 

Philippines and Malaysia under the ASEAN Banking Integration Framework (ABIF). 

“By signing this agreement, the BSP manifests its commitment to support greater regional financial 

integration and economic development through the ABIF,” Tetangco said. 

Tetangco and Bank Negara Governor Zeti Akhtar Aziz signed the Heads of Agreement (HOA) in 

Kuala Lumpur yesterday. 

The agreement is in line with strengthening intra-regional trade and investments under the ABIF. 

The pact between the BSP and Bank Negara is one of the first bilateral agreements to be signed 

under ABIF and marks a milestone within the broader ASEAN community. 

The agreement outlines market access and operational flexibilities that may be accorded to qualified 

ASEAN banks from each jurisdiction into the other. 

However, these financial institutions will operate under the prevailing laws and regulations in the 

Philippines and Malaysia, respectively. 

“Being among the first ASEAN economies to do so only further highlight the importance we place 

upon the ABIF as a regional initiative and as the future of our region,” Tetangco said. 

The agreement allows up to three qualified ASEAN banks from each jurisdiction to operate in the 

other country. 

These financial institutions will enter the host jurisdiction only in the form of a subsidiary of the 

parent bank in the home jurisdiction in line with the principle of reciprocity. 

As banks from Malaysia enter the Philippines, these institutions will then be regulated under 

applicable BSP regulations and within the legal framework defined under Republic Act No. 10641. 

Qualified ASEAN banks are strong and well-managed banks headquartered in the region and 

majority owned by ASEAN nationals. 

Banks that apply for qualified ASEAN banks status must be endorsed by the home country regulator 

to and may be accepted by the host country regulator based on their bilateral agreement. 

ABIF is designed to realize the vision of “One ASEAN Community”, using these banks as the 

vehicle for maximizing the vast trade and investment potential of ASEAN. 

The BSP has so far allowed six more foreign banks to set up shop in the Philippines after President 

Aquino signed RA 10641 in July last year amending the foreign banks law by removing the limit of 

foreign banks in the country earlier set at only 10. 

 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Lawrence%20Agcaoili/

