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National 

 Poe maintains lead in latest election survey 

Sen. Grace Poe retained her lead in the latest Pulse Asia survey conducted last March 
& to 6 with 28 percent of 2,600 registered voters. In contrast with previous surveys, 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte placed second with 24 percent while Vice-President Binay came 
in third with 21 percent, followed by Mar Roxas with 20 percent. This Pulse Asia survey 
was conducted days before the Supreme Court handed down its ruling allowing Poe to 
run for president in the May 9 elections. 

 

 Supreme Court upholds implementation of K-12 educational system 

The Supreme Court rejected six separate petitions seeking to stop the implementation 
of the controversial K to 12 program of the Department of Education that added two 
years to the country’s education system. The petitioners sought to halt the 
implementation of the K to 12 program due to the inadequate capacities of the country’s 
public schools, the lack of teachers, and the adoption of a flawed curriculum. 

 

International 

 European Union reiterates support for Mindanao peace process 

Diplomats from the European Union have visited Cotabato City to reiterate the EU’s 
commitment to the peace process and the development of Mindanao and its hope that 
the MILF and the government would remain committed to pursuing peace in the region. 
During the visit, the diplomats met with officials of the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao, Moro Islamic Liberation Front chairman Al Hadj Murad and other MILF 
officials, members of the business community as well as non-government and civil 
society organizations involved in peace and development initiatives in Mindanao. 
Deputy Head of Mission Laurent Legodec represented France in this mission. 

 

 Amid money laundering investigation, Philippines assured of non-inclusion in 

FATF blacklist 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) clarified that the Philippines will not be placed 
in the money laundering and terrorist financing blacklist in the near future despite the 
ongoing investigation on the $81 million stolen from a bank in Bangladesh and 
discovered in a Philippine bank last week. The FATF, following its assessment on the 
Philippines in 2013, stressed that the Philippines must institute various reforms to 
improve anti-money laundering and countering financing terrorism in the country, such 
as the establishment of measures for the casino sector.” There is no schedule yet for a 
second round of assessments. The Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) Senate of 
the Philippines is currently leading an investigation on the incident. 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/16/1563409/pulse-poe-retains-lead-duterte-overtakes-binay
http://thestandard.com.ph/news/-main-stories/top-stories/201809/sc-rejects-petitions-vs-k-12.html
http://www.philstar.com/nation/2016/03/16/1563216/eu-reiterates-support-mindanao-peace-process
http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/16/1563238/philippines-still-safe-fatf-blacklist
http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/16/1563238/philippines-still-safe-fatf-blacklist
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PULSE: POE RETAINS LEAD AS DUTERTE OVERTAKES BINAY  

By Helen Flores (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 16, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – Independent presidential candidate Sen. Grace Poe retained her lead in the 

latest Pulse Asia survey commissioned by ABS-CBN, while Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte 

dislodged Vice President Jejomar Binay at second place. 

Based on the Pulse Asia poll taken from March 1 to 6, Poe was the top choice for president, getting 

the support of 28 percent of 2,600 registered voters. 

Poe also topped the ABS-CBN-commissioned survey of Pulse Asia last Feb. 16 to 27, where she 

obtained 26 percent of votes of 5,200 registered voters. 

The latest Pulse Asia survey was conducted days before the Supreme Court handed down its ruling 

allowing Poe to run for president in the May 9 elections. 

Duterte, standard bearer of the PDP-Laban, received 24 percent voter preference in March, up from 

22 percent in February. 

Sharing third place are Binay of the United Nationalist Alliance (UNA) with 21 (from 24 percent) 

and Manuel Roxas II of the Liberal Party (LP) with 20 percent (from 19 percent). 

Three percent of Filipino registered voters back the candidacy of Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

(People’s Reform Party). 

Five percent of the respondents did not express support for any presidential candidate. 

Poe, daughter of the late actor Fernando Poe Jr. and actress Susan Roces, is the top choice for 

president in the rest of Luzon (36 percent) and Metro Manila (30 percent). 

Roxas led the candidates in the Visayas with 37 percent. 

Mindanaoans are most supportive of the presidential bid of Duterte (47 percent). 

In Classes ABC and E, the top four presidential contenders registered basically the same voter 

preferences as they shared the lead in both socio-economic classes – Duterte (30 percent and 21 

percent, respectively), Binay (21 percent and 22 percent, respectively), Poe (17 percent and 25 

percent, respectively) and Roxas (17 percent and 26 percent, respectively). 

In Class D, however, Poe led by a large margin at 29 percent. 

Second-choice voter preference 

The same survey showed almost three in 10 Filipino registered voters with a first choice for 

president would vote for Poe in the event that their original presidential candidate backs out of the 

May 2016 elections. 

In second place is Binay (21 percent), followed by Roxas and Duterte, who shared for third place 

(14 percent each) in terms of second-choice voter preferences. 

Less than one in 10 registered voters named Santiago as their alternative candidate for president in 

May 2016. 

The rest of registered voters (14 percent) do not have a second choice for president, Pulse Asia said. 

In the rest of Luzon and Class D, Poe topped the other presidential candidates in terms of second-

choice voter preferences (30 percent to 31 percent). 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Helen%20Flores/
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In the Visayas, nearly the same percentages of registered voters either support Poe as their 

alternative presidential bet (27 percent) or do not have any second choice for the post (19 percent). 

On the other hand, around the same percentages of Metro Manilans would instead vote for either 

Poe (26 percent) or Binay (20 percent) if their original presidential candidate ends up not running in 

May 2016 or would not vote for any candidate at all (19 percent). 

Among Mindanaoans, the top alternative presidential bets are Poe (25 percent), Binay (24 percent) 

and Duterte (20 percent). 

In the Class ABC, Poe (30 percent), Roxas (15 percent) and Santiago (15 percent) registered 

essentially the same second-choice voter preferences. 

As for those in the poorest Class E, they are most inclined to vote for Poe (25 percent), followed by 

Binay (23 percent) or Duterte (19 percent) as their second choice for the presidency. 

Pulse Asia noted that should Poe not pursue her presidential bid, a sizeable plurality of her original 

voters or 29 percent would shift their support to Binay. 

On the other hand, Poe is the second choice for president of sizeable to big pluralities of those 

whose first choice for president are Duterte (30 percent), Roxas (38 percent) and Binay (41 percent). 

Should Santiago back out from the race, her votes (33 percent) would go to Duterte, Pulse Asia said. 

VP race 

Meanwhile, Pulse Asia said Sen. Francis Escudero and Ferdinand Marcos Jr. remained statistically 

tied for the top spot in the vice-presidential race, with Escudero getting 25 percent and Marcos, 22 

percent. 

Coming in third is LP vice presidential bet Camarines Sur Rep. Leni Robredo with 21 percent, 

followed by Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano with 14 percent. 

Only six percent of registered voters do not have a first choice for vice president. 

Marcos enjoyed the support of 37 percent of Metro Manilans, while Robredo is the top pick among 

the Visayans (36 percent). 

Escudero and Marcos are the top choices for the post in the rest of Luzon (32 percent and 27 

percent, respectively), Class ABC (19 percent and 33 percent, respectively) and Class D (27 percent 

and 23 percent, respectively). 

On the other hand, the leading vice presidential bets in Mindanao and Class E are Cayetano (25 

percent and 17 percent, respectively), Escudero (20 percent and 23 percent, respectively), Robredo 

(17 percent and 22 percent, respectively) and Marcos (16 percent and 19 percent, respectively). 

Alternative VP bets 

A little over a quarter of those with a first choice for vice president or 26 percent named Escudero as 

their alternative candidate for the post if their original choice does not continue his or her candidacy. 

Three candidates shared second place namely, Marcos (16 percent), Cayetano (15 percent) and 

Robredo (13 percent). 

Trillanes and Honasan obtained basically the same single-digit second-choice voter preferences 

(eight percent and six percent, respectively). 
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The rest of registered voters (16 percent) are not inclined to name a second choice for vice 

president. 

Escudero registered the highest second-choice voter preferences in the rest of Luzon (30 percent) 

and Class D (26 percent). 

In Mindanao and Class E, the highest second-choice voter preferences are Escudero (24 percent and 

25 percent, respectively) and Cayetano (both at 20 percent). 

Among Metro Manilans, the leading alternative vice presidential bets are Escudero (24 percent), 

Marcos (22 percent) and Robredo (12 percent), but around the same percentage of voters (20 

percent) are not inclined to shift their support to any other vice presidential bet. 

In the Visayas, Escudero (21 percent), Cayetano (18 percent) and Robredo (16 percent) are the top 

second choices for the post while nearly a quarter (24 percent) did not name an alternative vice 

presidential bet. 

As for those in Class ABC, practically the same percentages either chose Escudero (26 percent), 

Cayetano (19 percent), Marcos (17 percent) or Robredo (15 percent) as their alternative candidate or 

do not have a second choice for vice president (12 percent). 

In the event that Escudero withdraws from the vice presidential race, almost the same percentages of 

his supporters would instead vote for Robredo (20 percent), Marcos (19 percent) or Cayetano (18 

percent), Pulse Asia said. 

Meanwhile, among the original voters for Honasan (23 percent), Marcos (27 percent), Cayetano (34 

percent) and Robredo (38 percent) would support Escudero in case any of them end up not running 

in May 2016, it said. 

In the case of Trillanes’ original voters, their top second choices for vice president are Escudero (21 

percent) and Robredo (19 percent). 

Senate race 

In the senatorial race, former senator Francis Pangilinan dislodged Sen. Vicente Sotto III at first 

place, garnering 53.1 percent voter preference in the March 2016 poll. 

Sotto obtained 48.9 percent and was ranked second to fourth places; followed by Senate President 

Franklin Drilon (45.5 percent; second to fifth places); former senator Panfilo Lacson (45.1 percent, 

second to fifth places); and Sen. Ralph Recto (42.5 percent, third to fifth places). 

Former senator Juan Miguel Zubiri received 36.5 percent and was ranked sixth to ninth places); 

followed by Sen. Sergio Osmeña III (36.4 percent, sixth to ninth places); former senator Richard 

Gordon (34.8 percent, sixth to 11th places); and former Akbayan Party lawmaker Risa Hontiveros 

(33.3 percent, sixth to 11th places). 

World boxing icon and Sarangani Rep. Manny Pacquiao (32.7 percent) and former justice secretary 

Leila de Lima (32.1 percent) shared the eighth to 11th places. 

Sharing the 12th to 1fourth places are former Technical Education and Skills Development 

Authority (TESDA) director general Joel Villanueva (28 percent); Sen. Teofisto Guingona III (26.3 

percent), and Valenzuela City Rep. Sherwin Gatchalian (25.6 percent). 

Pulse Asia’s nationwide survey has a margin of error of plus or minus 1.9 percentage points at the 

95 percent confidence level. 
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Gaining ground 

Duterte yesterday said he is not bothered by his ratings in recent poll surveys as the numbers are 

changing every now and then. 

He was referring to the Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey where he ranked fourth and the Pulse 

Asia survey commissioned by ABS-CBN where he ranked second. 

“I don’t want to talk because the numbers have changed again. At the end of the day, I will be your 

last card,” Duterte said. 

He stood firm that the real survey will happen on May 9 when the Filipino people will vote for who 

they want to lead the country. 

Mayor Leoncio Jun Evasco, Duterte’s campaign manager, however, said the Pulse Asia survey 

reinforces their observation that their camp is continuously gaining ground. 

Binay core group solid 

For his part, Binay is unperturbed by the results of the latest Pulse Asia presidential preference 

survey, showing him dipping to third place. 

“Different surveys, different results but the core support of the Vice President remains solid,” 

Binay’s campaign spokesman Rico Quicho said. 

Political analysts say Binay has a solid core support or political base consisting of the voters who 

have made up their mind to support him no matter what. 

Anybody’s race 

Roxas also remains unfazed by his ranking in the latest Pulse Asia survey. 

Akbayan party-list Rep. Ibarra Gutierrez, spokesman for Roxas and the LP-led Daang Matuwid 

coalition, said the poll actually showed the May presidential elections were “still a very close, four-

way race.” 

“With 55 days to go until the elections, it is still very much anybody’s race,” Gutierrez said. 

“We are confident that our clear message and our strength on the ground will be the decisive edge 

we need to top the only survey that ultimately matters – the May 9 elections,” he said. – With 

Robertzon Ramirez, Edith Regalado, Paolo Romero 
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SC REJECTS PETITIONS VS K-12  

posted March 16, 2016 at 12:01 am by  Rey E. Requejo and John Paolo Bencito 

THE Supreme Court rejected several pleas seeking to stop the implementation of the controversial 

K to 12 program of the Department of Education that added two years to the country’s education 

system. 

The high court did not disclose the vote or release the arguments on which the decision was based, 

but a brief statement saying the entire court denied the consolidated appeal for a temporary 

restraining order and/or a writ of preliminary injunction stopping the program’s implementation. 

The consolidated appeal consisted of six separate petitions of the Council for Teachers and Staff of 

Colleges and Universities of the Philippines, Senator Antonio Trillanes IV, Eduardo R. Alicias, 

Richard Troy A. Colmenares, Rep. Antonio Tinio and Ma. Dolores Brillantes filed at different times 

last year. 

On the other hand, Education Secretary Br. Armin Luistro expressed relief at the SC decision. 

“We thank our SC justices because [if its wasn’t dismissed], many students will be put in difficult 

time and it will be problematic for students if they can’t go to Grade 11 coming June,” Luistro said. 

 “While we have not received the official documents with the decision of the justices, this 

announcement allows DepEd and our stakeholders to focus on the urgent remaining tasks for the 

opening of Grade 11 by June this year,” Luistro added. 

But critics of the program expressed their disappointment at the decision. 

“The Supreme Court has turned a blind eye to the appeal of parents and students especially the 

graduating Grade 10 students who are victims of the unfair implementation of the K-12. Teachers 

also raised much concern on the public school system’s unpreparedness for the K-12 and raised 

questions on the correctness of its curriculum,” said Gabriela Rep. Emmi De Jesus, one of the 

petitioners. 

De Jesus said they will wait for a copy of the decision before they file a motion for reconsideration 

to overturn the Supreme Court decision. 

“We want to carefully study why the petitions were dismissed given the fact that we are confident 

that the petitions filed raised valid issues of transcendental importance,” she said. 

The Kabataan Party-list expressed “utmost indignation” over the decision of the high court. 

“With the high court turning its back on the grave concern against K-12, there is no stopping the 

Aquino administration from pushing for the implementation of this program, despite the fact that 

the government is ill-prepared for its implementation,” Kabataan Party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said. 

“As it is, the quality of instruction under K-12 is also far from being assured. With the severe lack 

of facilities and teachers, the practice of shorter hours of instruction is set to continue in the decades 

to come,” he explained. 

The Suspend K to 12 Alliance said that it is “saddened by news reports announcing the Supreme 

Court’s decision to deny the prayer for issuance of a TRO and/or writ of preliminary injunction 

against K to 12, filed by at least 6 groups.” 

The group emphasized in its statement that the Supreme Court did not even summon respondents 

and petitioners to oral arguments. 

http://thestandard.com.ph/search?q=Rey%20E.%20Requejo%20and%20John%20Paolo%20Bencito
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“The Supreme Court failed to consider the pleas of hundreds of thousands of students who will be 

forced to transfer to for-profit private senior high schools due to the lack of ample public senior high 

schools, of tens of thousands of teachers who will be fired or have their incomes reduced, of 

millions of poor parents who will be burdened by additional expenses beyond the government’s 

voucher scheme,” the group said. 

National Artist for Literature Bienvenido Lumbera, another lead petitioner in the case against K to 

12 remarked that the Supreme Court’s decision “will negatively affect the molding of nationalist 

and socially-conscious citizens of the Philippines, as K to 12 abolished Philippine History in high 

school, and Filipino, Literature and Philippine Government & Constitution in college.” 

Lumbera expressed his hope that “the Supreme Court will be persuaded to revise its stance, once the 

voices of those who will be affected by K to 12 are heard in oral arguments sessions.” 

But Luistro appealed groups opposing the program to work with the DepEd to resolve any of the 

remaining challenges. 

“We are not saying that we’re ready and nothing will change. In fact, we want to work with our 

critics and those who think we need to work on some other aspects because we can work closely so 

we can move forward,” Luistro said. 
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EU REITERATES SUPPORT FOR MINDANAO PEACE PROCESS  

By Pia Lee-Brago (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 16, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – Diplomats from the European Union have visited Cotabato City to reiterate 

the EU’s commitment to the peace process and the development of Mindanao. 

Ambassadors Franz Jessen of the EU, Thomas Ossowski (Germany), Maria Christina Theresia 

Derckx (Netherlands) and Nigel Boud (United Kingdom); deputy chiefs of mission Xavier Leblanc 

(Belgium), Laurent Legodec (France), Fabio Schina (Italy) and Maria del Carmen Barcia-Bustelo 

(Spain); vice consul Gabrielle Zobl-Kratschmann (Austria); chargé d’affaires Mihai Sion, 

(Romania); attachés Riccardo Dell’Aquila (Italy) and Diego Sanchez (EU), and program manager 

Edoardo Manfredini (EU) were in Cotabato City on Monday and yesterday.  

“Our hopes remain high that the gains achieved in the peace process will be sustained despite some 

challenges, especially as the parties remained engaged and committed to continue their journey to 

peace,” Jessen said. 

“We are looking forward to supporting the agenda for peace of the next administration,” he added.   

   

The diplomats were set to meet with officials of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front chairman Al Hadj Murad and other MILF officials, members of the 

business community as well as non-government and civil society organizations involved in peace 

and development initiatives in Mindanao. 

In December,  the EU gave a grant of 5.5 million euros or about P275 million in support of the 

peace process. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Pia%20Lee-Brago/
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PHILIPPINES STILL SAFE FROM FATF BLACKLIST  

By Prinz Magtulis (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 16, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – The Philippines is safe for now from getting blacklisted by the global body on anti-

money laundering and terrorist financing even as policymakers scramble to trace and retrieve $81 million in 

funds sent to the country. 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), in an e-mail to The STAR, stressed the country would need to 

enact further reforms to cover casinos as reporting bodies left out in amendments passed in 2012. 

“In June 2013, the FATF determined that the Philippines had made significant progress in improving its 

AML/CFT (anti-money laundering/countering financing terrorism) and noted the Philippines had 

established the legal and regulatory framework to meet its commitments in its FATF Action Plan,” the 

agency said. 

“But (we) raised concerns regarding the absence of AML/CFT measures for the casino sector,” it added. 

Since the country was just evaluated almost three years ago, FATF said there is no schedule yet on its next 

assessment. 

“However, the assessment will look for evidence to demonstrate how effectively the Philippines has used 

it’s AML/CFT measures to prevent, detect and prosecute cases of money laundering and terrorist financing,” 

it said. 

The country avoided getting blacklisted by FATF after it passed RAs 10167 and 10168 that criminalized 

terrorist financing and added predicate crimes to the Anti-Money Laundering Act. 

However, RA 10168 left out casinos as among those entities that are required to report to AMLC. 

Getting blacklisted has serious repercussions especially to the Philippines whose more than 10 million 

Filipinos abroad may experience difficulty in receiving and sending money offshore. 

Senators yesterday started its own probe on the $81-million stolen funds from Bangladesh Bank, the 

Southeast Asian nation’s central bank, illegally channeled to the country last month through three casinos in 

Metro Manila. 

In the hearing, Insurance commissioner and AMLC member Emmanuel Dooc called on legislators to “give 

more teeth” to the law and pass the necessary amendments. 

“The pain speaks for itself. We have to put more teeth in our law so that we can stop criminal elements from 

exploiting the deficiencies in our laws,” Dooc said in his opening statement. 

“We have to include casinos as covered entities,” he added. 

In 2012, the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. opposed the inclusion of casino operators for fear it 

might deter investments in the country’s booming gaming sector. 

But Internal Revenue commissioner Kim Henares, also an advocate of another AMLA amendment making 

tax evasion as a predicate crime, said it is high time these reforms are instituted. 

“With that amendment, we can request AMLC for information as far as the movement of money is 

concerned and see if they are paying the right taxes,” Henares said in a phone interview. 

For this particular case, the BIR chief said she has not conducted any probe on the matter. “My concern is 

taxes. Money laundering is the issue of another office,” she said. 

Dooc, for his part, assured the public AMLC is on top of the controversy. 

“We will not leave a stone unturned until we get to the bottom of this,” he said. 

 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Prinz%20Magtulis/

