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RESUME 

 

La France dans la presse philippine 

 A day to celebrate good French food (Goût de France) 

On Monday, March 21, Goût de France/Good France celebrates French gastronomy 
with over 1,000 chefs participating from 150 countries all over the world, including the 
Philippines. n the Philippines, 10 chefs and restaurants to serve a special French menu 
on March 21 are: Julian Koeberl (L’Aubergine), Michel Herbert (Le Bistro d’Agathe), 
Alexander Tanco (Bizu), Marc Aubry (Champetre), Cyril Soenen (Impressions), Kevin 
Endaya (Lemuria), Justin Baradas (Enderun’s Restaurant 101), Denis Vecchiato and 
Paul Cottanceau-Pocard (Spiral at Sofitel), Pierre Cornelis (Hotel Benilde’s Vatel) and 
Adrien Guerrey (La Maison Rose in Cebu). “Yes, we are renowned for our cuisine, but I 
think we need to do more to reach out to the people,” says French Ambassador Thierry 
Mathou during the press launch of Goût de France in the Philippines. “The image 
people have about French cuisine is that it’s elaborate, which is the case, by the way. 
Some of our dishes are very complicated and elaborate but at the same time, what we 
have to explain also is that our cuisine is based on products. Basically, French cuisine 
is the history of good products.” 

See also: http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/225082/10-chefs-restos-to-serve-special-french-
menu-march-21; http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/best-eats/125412-french-
restaurants-food-festival-philippines; http://www.interaksyon.com/lifestyle/11-chefs-in-
the-philippines-join-1000-chefs-worldwide-to-promote-french-cuisine; 
http://cnnphilippines.com/videos/2016/03/09/Go%C3%BBt-de-France-Eat-drink-love-
French-cuisine.html; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEOH_rYdVCs; 
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Arts&Leisure&title=world-celebrates-
french-cuisine-through-one-special-dinner&id=124602:  

 

National 

 Defense Secretary Gazmin accused of plunder 

An employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) yesterday filed a plunder 
complaint against Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and other officials from the 
Department of Defense and Armed Forces of the Philippines for irregularities in the 
procurement of helicopters worth P1.2 billion in 2013. 

 

International 

 Filipino and American troops prepare for joint military exercises 

Filipino and American troops are now preparing for the 32nd round of the annual US-
PH Balikatan (shoulder-to-shoulder) exercise to be held from April 4 to 15 in the 
Philippine provinces of Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Zambales, Panay, and 
Palawan. Militaries from 11 other countries such as  Japan, India, South Korea, Brunei, 

http://www.philstar.com/food-and-leisure/2016/03/17/1563555/day-celebrate-good-french-food
http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/225082/10-chefs-restos-to-serve-special-french-menu-march-21
http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/225082/10-chefs-restos-to-serve-special-french-menu-march-21
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/best-eats/125412-french-restaurants-food-festival-philippines
http://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/best-eats/125412-french-restaurants-food-festival-philippines
http://www.interaksyon.com/lifestyle/11-chefs-in-the-philippines-join-1000-chefs-worldwide-to-promote-french-cuisine
http://www.interaksyon.com/lifestyle/11-chefs-in-the-philippines-join-1000-chefs-worldwide-to-promote-french-cuisine
http://cnnphilippines.com/videos/2016/03/09/Go%C3%BBt-de-France-Eat-drink-love-French-cuisine.html
http://cnnphilippines.com/videos/2016/03/09/Go%C3%BBt-de-France-Eat-drink-love-French-cuisine.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEOH_rYdVCs
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Arts&Leisure&title=world-celebrates-french-cuisine-through-one-special-dinner&id=124602
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Arts&Leisure&title=world-celebrates-french-cuisine-through-one-special-dinner&id=124602
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/17/1563787/plunder-raps-filed-vs-gazmin-over-hueys
http://www.mb.com.ph/filipino-us-soldiers-start-preparing-for-war-games/
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Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Timor-Leste have also 
been invited to observe this year’s military exercises. The training will be focused on 
humanitarian assistance, maritime law enforcement, and environmental protection. 

 

Analyses 

 Aquino has only himself to blame for BBL loss by Federico Pascual 

Philippine Star columnist Federico Pascual reacted against President Aquino, who 
blamed the non-passage of the Bangsamoro Basic Law on certain legislators during a 
speech before graduates of the Philippine Military Academy last week. He criticized the 
President for failing to admit that the failure to pass the BBL was not solely the fault of 
these two lawmakers, but was in fact due to the legislation’s own legal weaknesses, 
adding that the BBL was “doomed to fail.” Pascual argues that the BBL is a “blueprint” 
for the creation of a new state independent from the Philippines and that it is only just 
that the entire nation should participate in the plebiscite. 

http://www.philstar.com:8080/opinion/2016/03/17/1563750/noy-has-only-himself-blame-bbl-loss
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A DAY TO CELEBRATE GOOD FRENCH FOOD  

By Julie Cabatit-Alegre (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 17, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – Can you imagine, 10 restaurants — nine in Manila and one in Cebu — all 

serving a special French menu on the same day? On Monday, March 21 — traditionally known as 

the vernal equinox or first day of spring — Gout de France/Good France celebrates French 

gastronomy with over 1,000 chefs participating from 150 countries all over the world, including the 

Philippines. 

Launched in 2015 by French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius and celebrated French chef Alain 

Ducasse, Gout de France aims to highlight the culinary traditions of France.  In 2010, France’s rich 

gastronomic heritage was recognized when the “gastronomic meal of the French” was included in 

the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

“Yes, we are renowned for our cuisine, but I think we need to do more to reach out to the people,” 

says French Ambassador Thierry Mathou.  “The image people have about French cuisine is that it’s 

elaborate, which is the case, by the way. Some of our dishes are very complicated and elaborate but 

at the same time, what we have to explain also is that our cuisine is based on products. Basically, 

French cuisine is the history of good products. Yes, you should try the French restaurants, but you 

should also go to the supermarkets and try our French food and French wine, and see that it’s not 

very expensive. It’s actually very good.” 

Many products come from the countryside, according to Mathou, like French cheese. “We have 

about 36,000 different kinds of cheese,” he says. “Actually, we have more cheeses than you have 

islands in the Philippines! One of our former presidents, General Charles de Gaulle, used to say, it’s 

impossible to rule a country with so many kinds of cheese.”   

Another popular French product is foie gras, known to be more expensive than cheese, “but we also 

have many kinds of patés,” Mathou suggests. “They all have different tastes, different flavors, with 

different ingredients. These are made with countryside labor.  These kinds of products are popular 

but not expensive at all.” 

France also offers a wide range of cold cuts, country hams and sausages. “Actually, you will be 

surprised to know that at this moment, in Southeast Asia, the first market for pork products coming 

from France is the Philippines,” the ambassador says. “We are the ones that export from Europe a 

lot of pork products. You can use our pork to make your adobo.” 

At the press preview, hosted by the French Embassy at the Alliance Francaise in Makati, chef 

Michel Herbert of Le Bistro d’Agathe  prepared a simple meatloaf, terrine and paté served with 

French bread. 

“Le Bistro de’Agathe is a French bistro that’s not found in a posh village but in Bangkal, a barangay 

in Makati,” says chef Herbert. He presented his menu for Gout de France, which included fresh 

marinated salmon, oven-baked lapu-lapu fish fillet, as well as tomato and pumpkin soup made with 

kalabasa from Cagayan Valley. A platter of Normandy cheeses is also included in the menu. Herbert 

was born in Normandy and lived in Nice. 

Chef Julian Koeberl has been living in the Philippines for eight years now. His restaurant, 

L’Aubergine, is located in Bonifacio Global City. His main course will be sous vide-cooked French 

duck breast and foie gras. He will also be serving pan-fried Iberico cheese. 

Also located in BGC is Champetre Boutique and Restaurant with chef Marc Aubry. He arrived in 

the Philippines in 1989 and was in charge of Hotel InterContinental’s Prince Albert Rotisserie for 

two years. “Champetre” means “pastoral” in English and is meant to be a reminder of chef’s rural 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Julie%20Cabatit-Alegre/
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origins in a small village in France’s Champagne region. It is a semi-formal restaurant serving 

traditional regional French cuisine. 

Vatel Restaurant Manila is located on the roof deck of Hotel Benilde Maison de la Salle. “Ninety to 

95 percent of our customers are students,” says chef Pierre Cornelis. The main course on his menu 

is a choice of braised beef short rib or salmon coulibiac, a savory fish pie. 

The menu by chef Justin Baradas of Enderun’s Restaurant 101, located at McKinley Hill in Taguig 

City, features crustacean flan with crabmeat and braised beef belly with palm heart. Baradas says 

that Alain Ducasse’s famous chocolate mousse dessert is served in only two places: at his Louis XV 

French restaurant in Monaco and at Enderun’s Restaurant 101. 

Chef Paul Cottanceau-Pocard of Sofitel’s Spiral restaurant recreates classic French dishes using 

modern techniques. His Gout de France menu, together with chef Denis Vecchiato at the Sofitel, 

will have an extended run on the weekend of March 19 to 21. 

The French restaurant Impressions at Resorts World Manila’s Maxims Hotel will feature the menu 

of chef Cyrille Soenen, the first and only chef in the Philippines to be recognized and honored by 

the prestigious Maitres Cuisiniers de France. 

Lemuria gourmet restaurant at Horseshoe Village in Quezon City will feature a menu by chef Kevin 

Endaya, while the menu by Alexander Tanco will be featured in his family-owned Bizu patisserie, 

which is famous for their bestselling Macarons de Paris. 

Gout de France reaches Cebu for the first time with the participation of La Maison Rose with chef 

Adrien Guerrey. 

French wine specialist Bruno Quenioux will also be holding wine-tasting sessions on March 22 at 

Hotel Benilde’s Vatel Restaurant, and on March 23 at La Vie Parisienne in Makati City. 

“This initiative is just the first step,” says Mathou. “Next year, we will launch a big concept which 

will be called ‘Phil-France throughout the years.’ It’s a play on the words ‘feel France.’ It will be a 

French festival throughout the year, where we will organize big events: one week for food and 

tastes, one week for music, another week for cinema and theater, and so on. We will have a French 

open market like the weekend market in Legazpi Village. It will involve importers, distributors as 

well as producers of all kinds of French products.” 

Next year will be the 70th anniversary of the relations between France and the Philippines, noted 

Mathou. “We want to develop our mutual understanding through our shared values and culture. And 

good food is part of our culture.” 
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PLUNDER RAPS FILED VS GAZMIN OVER HUEYS  

By Michael Punongbayan (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 17, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – An employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) yesterday filed a 

plunder complaint against Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin over a P1.2-billion helicopter deal in 

2013. 

BIR employee Rhodora Alvarez included several defense and military officials as respondents in the 

plunder complaint filed with the Office of the Ombudsman. 

Alvarez testified last year in a Senate investigation on alleged irregularities surrounding a P1.2-

billion contract for the supply of 21 UH-1H or “Huey” helicopters. 

She accused Gazmin and the military officials of violating the Government Procurement Reform 

Act and the Revised AFP Modernization Program. 

Alvarez also urged the ombudsman to investigate Gazmin and the other respondents for the 

administrative offense of gross dishonesty. 

The other respondents in her complaint are Undersecretary Fernando Manalo who chairs the bids 

and awards committee; Assistant Secretary Patrick Velez, BAC vice chairman; and Director 

Nebuchadnezzar Alejandro, Lt. General Gregorio Macapagal of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

(AFP), Col. Joselito Reyes and lawyer Angelito Castillo, members. 

Also charged were Technical Working Group members headed by Brig. General Conrado Parra; 

members of the Contract Termination and Review Committee (CTRC), the Post Qualification Team 

(PQT), the Defense Acquisition Office (DAO), Robert Rice Jr. as president of Rice Aircraft 

Services Inc. (RASI), and Michael O’Reilly as president of Eagle Copters Ltd. 

The plunder complaint stemmed from the purchase contract made by the Department of National 

Defense (DND) with Rice Aircraft Services and Eagle Copters in 2013 for 21 UH-1D helicopters, 

including spare parts. 

Under the contract, the suppliers must deliver all 21 helicopters to the AFP within 180 days until 

Sept. 21, 2014. The contractor was able to deliver only 10 units by the contract’s deadline. 

Of the 10 units, the AFP only accepted two while the others had defective engines and insufficient 

spare parts and accessories. 

The Philippine Air Force was supposed to acquire the 21 helicopters as part of the P1.2-billion deal. 

However, the DND terminated the contract for failure to deliver the units on time. 

After the termination of contract, reports also had it that aircraft supplied by RASI were “defective.” 

The procurement was also hounded by allegations of corruption, prompting the Senate to investigate 

the allegedly “supplier-friendly” deal. 

During the Senate investigation, Alvarez claimed the DND intended to favor RASI in exchange for 

a seven-percent commission or kickback. 

DND spokesperson Peter Paul Galvez however dubbed the accusations of Alvarez during the Senate 

inquiry as “figments of her imagination.” 

The DND said the bidding for the acquisition of 21 refurbished combat helicopters worth P1.2 

billion was transparent and aboveboard. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Michael%20Punongbayan/
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Gazmin himself has ridden the two different helicopters and gave assurance the aircraft delivered 

were all operational and functional. 

He also brushed aside allegations that there was a 15-percent kickback in the P1.2-billion helicopter 

deal. 

“That’s good so that we will know the truth,” Gazmin said yesterday in reaction to the filing of 

plunder charges. 

On the other hand, Manalo declined to comment on the case. 

“No comment for the moment. There is a process that we will follow,” he said. 

Galvez, for his part, said the DND has yet to receive a copy of the complaint. 

“Nonetheless, we welcome the development as it provides an opportunity for the secretary and the 

DND to disprove Rhodora Alvarez’s allegations and reiterate the facts we have presented in the 

Senate hearing. In fact, in the spirit of transparency, in August 2015 the investigation report of the 

DND, along with all the records, was already submitted to the Department of Justice, the 

ombudsman, the Senate and Congress,” Galvez said.  – Jaime Laude 
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FILIPINO, US SOLDIERS START PREPARING FOR WAR GAMES  

by Elena L. Aben 

March 17, 2016  

Filipino and American troops are now preparing for the 32nd iteration of the annual US-PH 

Balikatan (shoulder-to-shoulder) exercise to be held in Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Zambales, 

Panay, and Palawan. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said militaries from 11 other countries –  Japan, India, 

South Korea, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Timor-Leste 

– have been invited to observe this year’s Balikatan exercises (BK 16). 

The BK 16 opening ceremony is slated on April 4 and will run until April15. 

Filipino troops on Monday commenced preparatory works for the conduct of engineering activities 

and medical assistance programs in Panay and Palawan leading up to information exchanges and 

live training events over a 12-day period. 

In the following weeks, US forces will join their Filipino counterparts as they work shoulder-to-

shoulder during these engagements and throughout the exercise. 

Balikatan is an annual Philippines-US military bilateral training focused on a variety of missions, 

including humanitarian assistance, maritime law enforcement, and environmental protection. 

Military service members from both countries will also conduct combined simulation supported 

events and operational events in three main commands of the Armed Forces of the Philippines – 

Western Command (Wescom), Northern Luzon Command (Nolcom), and Southern Luzon 

Command (Solcom) – as well as in other major Philippine military facilities such as Crow Valley, 

Fort Magsaysay, Clark Air Field, and Subic Bay to improve their ability to work together, partnering 

in capabilities and plan follow-on operations. 

One of the main operations for this year’s exercise will be the implementation of a joint rapid 

reaction force as part of the distributed operations in the vicinity of Panay, demonstrating the 

partnered capability in rapid response. 

Forced from the Philippines, United States, and Australia will also participate in all major exercise 

events, including the simulation supported event (SSE), operational event (OE), and humanitarian 

civic assistance (HCA). 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/elena-l-aben/
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NOY HAS ONLY HIMSELF TO BLAME FOR BBL LOSS  

POSTSCRIPT By Federico D. Pascual Jr. (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 17, 2016 - 

12:00am 

PRESIDENT Noynoy Aquino may have run out of new things to tell this year’s 63 graduates of the 

Philippine Military Academy so he again assailed two senators for, he said, blocking the 

Bangsamoro Basic Law meant to resolve the strife in Muslim Mindanao. 

Addressing the PMA “Gabay Laya” Class of 2016 during their graduation over the weekend, the 

President made sumbong: “Our aim is to bring justice, peace and development in Bangsamoro. 

What hurts the most is that there are two members of the Senate who deliberately blocked the 

passage of the BBL… It is up to you to judge who among us fell short and who is really being true 

to you.” 

He was referring to Senate Minority Leader Juan Ponce Enrile, who had raised constitutional 

questions against the measure, and Sen. Ferdinand Marcos Jr., chair of the committee shepherding 

the bill who had written an entirely new version. 

The Commander-in-Chief could have discussed the insurgency problem, our security entanglement 

with the United States, the maritime dispute with China, upgrading of our military capabilities, et 

cetera. 

But he chose to zero in on two political enemies. He refused to see that the demise of the BBL in the 

Congress, not just in the Senate, was the result of what doctors would call a multiple organ failure. 

President Aquino was diverting blame when he wrote on the BBL’s death certificate the names of 

Enrile and Marcos on the space for “Cause of death.” 

It is significant, amusing to many, that the President failed to notice that the controversial measure 

also failed to gain approval in the House of Representatives known for its subservience to 

Malacañang. 

BBL a blueprint for new Moro state 

SENATOR Enrile was right in raising constitutional questions. It would have been unpatriotic, if 

not treasonous, for the President and his congressional cohorts to force the BBL’s approval in 

violation of the Constitution. 

The BBL leads to the perilous path of giving the enlarged Bangsamoro (Moro nation) all the 

attributes and capabilities of a nascent state that could spin off from the MinSuPala (Mindanao-

Sulu-Palawan) area. 

After the Bangsamoro is given its own defined territory for its thriving population, plus its own 

federal parliamentary government (that is asymmetric to the unitary republican setup in the rest of 

the country), all it would need as a new emerging state is recognition of a number of nations. 

Recognition is a cinch as, even at this early stage, several major players are already pledged to help 

make the Bangsamoro a viable politico-economic entity. 

In short, the BBL is the blueprint for a new state waiting to be plucked out of the womb of 

MinSuPala. 

But we think senator Marcos should not try fending off blame for the BBL’s being overtaken by the 

bell by pointing out that it is a bill of local application and that the Senate, therefore, cannot move 

until the House has passed it. 

http://www.philstar.com:8080/author/Federico%20D.%20Pascual%20Jr./POSTSCRIPT
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Marcos should not play the local bill card too prominently as that could estopped him, and others, 

from later demanding that the BBL after approval should be subjected to a national plebiscite. 

If he and others agree that the BBL is a bill of local application then the plebiscite should be 

confined to the local area replacing the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao that was created 

by mandate of the Constitution. 

Plebiscite must be national, not local 

WE HAVE always argued that the BBL, if approved, must be ratified in a national, not local, 

plebiscite. Way back in 2014, we said in Postscript (12/04/2014): “As the Filipino saying goes, the 

pain of the little finger is felt by the entire body. 

“Should the required plebiscite on an autonomous Bangsamoro sub-state being carved out in 

Mindanao be held only in its area? Or should the entire body politic, the whole nation, be asked? 

“You do not ask only the operators and the customers of a karaoke joint in a mixed residential area 

if they should be left alone. You also ask the neighbors what they think, what they want done with 

the karaoke. 

“Under the Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro (FAB) signed between Malacañang and the 

rebel Moro Islamic Liberation Front, even residents of contiguous areas would not be asked in the 

plebiscite, much less those in the rest of the country. 

“It is a serious concern of all Filipinos everywhere that a federal-type Bangsamoro clothed with 

what look like extra-constitutional powers could spin off in time as a new state separate from the 

Philippine republic.” 

We said that the BBL’s demise, which Mr. Aquino grieves over, was an offshoot of a multiple 

organ failure, not the handiwork of two senators conspiring to kill it. 

In this regime were finger-pointing has become the “iwas pusoy” style of evading responsibility, the 

President himself cannot escape taking most of the blame. 

The President (like in the grim Mamasapano march to death of elite police officers) embarked on 

the Bangsamoro adventure alone. There was no prior consultation with the Congress and the 

relevant stakeholders in MinSuPala. 

One wonders what it was that President Aquino ardently wanted all for himself in the event the 

Bangsamoro undertaking (as it was in the Mamasapano raid) succeeded. 

It was only when the BBL got into serious trouble in the Congress and with Mindanao sectors that 

had been left out that President Aquino sent his runners to initiate hurried consultations and do a 

fireman’s job of stamping out the brushfire. 

Keep in mind that the BBL is a big-budget agreement between Malacañang (not of the entire 

tripartite government) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (not the entire Muslim community). 

It was doomed to fail, with or without two opposition senators in the picture. For how could the 

President gain ready congressional and public approval of such an undertaking that is non-inclusive, 

selfish, and of questionable constitutionality? 

 


