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National 

 Duterte catches up to Poe in latest presidential election survey 

Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte is now statistically tied with Senator Grace Poe, 
according to the latest survey conducted by Pulse Asia from March 8 to 13, 2016, 
shortly after the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Poe’s candidacy to run for president. 
Poe earned 26 percent from 24 percent in a survey conducted early March while 
Duterte garnered 25 percent from 24 percent. Vice-President Jejomar Binay ranked 
third with 22 percent from 22 percent, followed by Mar Roxas with 20 percent. 
Meanwhile, Sen. Bongbong Marcos has emerged as the top vice-presidential candidate 
for the first time with a rating of 25 percent, while Sen. Francis Escudero followed with 
24 percent. 

 

 Department of Health launches dengue vaccine next month 

The Department of Health (DOH) announced that the anti-dengue vaccine Dengvaxia, 
manufactured by French pharmaceutical firm Sanofi Pasteur, will be launched by the 
government in April. While the vaccine has already been made available in the private 
market, the government has allocated P3 billion for the initial beneficiaries of the 
dengue vaccine in Luzon, which would include over 1 million students. This vaccine is 
expected to lower the 200,000 cases of dengue recorded in the Philippines in 2015. 

 

International 

 Foreign Affairs Secretary meets with Chinese Ambassador in Manila 

Chinese Ambassador Zhao Jianhua met with newly appointed Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Jose Rene Almendras yesterday for a courtesy call, during which they discusses 
bilateral relations between the two countries, without mentioning the territorial dispute in 
the South China Sea. This meeting comes after the release of reports that Chinese 
vessels allegedly rammed and damaged Filipino fishing boats in the Scarborough 
Shoal. The Department of Foreign Affairs is currently verifying the truth to these 
reports. 

 

 ADB lends the Philippines $123 million to improve water supply 

The Asian Development Bank has extended a loan worth $123.3 million to the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) for the design and 
construction of the Angat Water Transmission Improvement Project, a new water tunnel 
that will support growing demand in Metro Manila and nearby provinces. The water 
tunnel is expected to be completed by December 31, 2020. This is the 10th water 
project financed by the ADB in Metro Manila since 1974. 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016/126710-duterte-ties-poe-pulse-asia-poll-presidential-elections
http://www.mb.com.ph/doh-to-launch-dengue-vaccine-next-month/
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/137976/meet-sino-envoy-excluded-dispute
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=TopStory&title=adb-lends-123-million-to-improve-water-supply&id=124837
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 Railway project qualifying session delayed two weeks 

The qualifying round for the bidding of the P170 billion South Line of the North-South 
Railway Project, the biggest public-private partnership project to date, has been 
delayed by two weeks by the Department of Transportation and Communications to 
allow prospective bidders more time to prepare their qualification documents. More than 
27 companies have expressed their interest to bid in the project, including French firms 
Bouygues Travaux Publics and RATP Dev. 

http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Economy&title=north-south-rail-qualifying-session-delayed-two-weeks&id=124833
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DUTERTE TIES POE IN LATEST PULSE ASIA POLL 

RAPPLER.COM  

Published 11:01 AM, March 22, 2016  

Updated 1:05 PM, March 22, 2016  

MANILA, Philippines (4th UPDATE) – Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte has inched his way to 

the top spot with Senator Grace Poe, statistically tied with her in the March 8-13, 2016 Pulse Asia 

survey. 

Poe got a 26% presidential preference rating while Duterte got 25%. Poe’s latest rating is 2 

percentage points lower than her previous March 1-6 survey, while Duterte gained 1 percentage 

point. 

The survey was conducted at the time when the Supreme Court (SC) had voted 9-6 to overturn the 

ruling of the Commission on Elections to disqualify Poe as a presidential candidate in the May 2016 

polls. It also coincided with allegations of members of the High Tribunal being offered a P50-

million bribe for them to disqualify Poe followed by a denial by the SC justices. 

Vice President Jejomar Binay ranked third with 22%, gaining 1 percentage point from the previous 

survey. Administration standard-bearer Manuel “Mar” Roxas II was 4
th

 with 20%, unchanged from 

the previous poll. Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago remained constant with 3%. 

Commissioned by TV network ABS-CBN, the survey had a sample of 4,000 registered voters, 18 

years old and above, with biometrics. It has a ±1.5% error margin at the 95% confidence level.  

Regional preferences 

The National Capital Region or Metro Manila favored Poe (30%) and Duterte (29%). Pulse Asia 

said the results had a 4.6% error margin for NCR. The Balance of Luzon went for Poe who got a 

34% preference rating compared to Binay’s 26%. Duterte got 16% while Roxas got 15%. Santiago 

got 3%. The results had a lower error margin of 2.3%. 

The Visayas remained the stronghold of Roxas who got 36%. He dipped by a slight 1 percentage 

point compared to the previous survey. Binay (21%) and Poe (20%) came in second, with the Vice 

President gaining 6 percentage points from his previous rating. Duterte dropped by 3 percentage 

points to hit 18%. Santiago, who hails from Iloilo, got 3%. The Visayas registered a 3.4% error 

margin. 

Mindanao remained loyal to Duterte who got 46%, followed by Roxas who obtained a distant 20% 

preference rating. Roxas, however, gained 5 percentage points compared to the previous survey in 

the region. Poe ranked third with 15% compared to Binay’s 14%. Santiago got 2%. Pulse Asia said 

Mindanao results had a 3.3% error margin. 

Economic class 

Duterte made headway among those in class ABC, obtaining a 35% preference rating, which was 5 

percentage points higher than his previous. The same held true for Poe, who ranked second with her 

22% (5 percentage points higher than her previous 17%). Binay followed with 18% and Roxas with 

17%. Santiago got 5%. 

Class D, to which most Filipino voters belong, went for Poe who got 26% and Duterte, who got 

25%. Binay (21%) and Roxas (20%) were practically tied. In this round, Binay lost 4 percentage 

points, Duterted gained 7 percentage points, while Poe gained 3 percentage points. Santiago was a 

far 3% compared to the other presidential contenders. 
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Among Class E, Pulse Asia said 4 presidential candidates “enjoy basically the same voter 

preferences” – Poe (27%), Binay (25%), Duterte (23%), and Roxas (21%). The former interior 

secretary dropped by 5 percentage points in this survey round among Class E respondents. Poe, 

Binay, and Duterte picked up his losses. 

In a statement, Poe thanked Filipino voters for the results. "With about a month and a half 

remaining in the campaign period, there will be no letup in our efforts to get to the people to explain 

what Gobyernong May Puso can do for them. We will be steadfast in connecting with the people 

and earning the highest mandate come May 9." 

Rico Quicho from the Binay camp said the presidential race "continues to be tight." He added, 

"Hindi natitinag ang matibay na suporta at pagtitiwala ng mga core groups at supporters ni Vice 

President at lalo pang magpupursigi ang mga ito upang palakasin ang kandidatura ni Vice 

President." (The core groups and supporters of the Vice President remain steadfast and firm in their 

support and trust, and they will try harder to strengthen the candidacy of the Vice President.) 

Second choice 

In this survey, Poe emerged as the leading alternative presidential candidate of those with an 

original candidate different from her. In lone second place was Binay with 19%. Roxas (14%) and 

Duterte (13%) shared the third spot. Santiago got a single-digit second-choice voter preference of 

7%. 

Almost two in 10 registered voters with a first choice for president were not inclined to name an 

alternative candidate for the post. 

Across the regions, from Metro Manila to Mindanao, Poe had the highest second-choice voter 

preference rating. She was also the leading alternative bet for Class D (30%) and Class E (32%). 

Class ABC preferred Poe, Duterte, and Binay (25%, 22%, 19%, respectively) as alternative 

candidates. Roxas was the least preferred, getting only 9%, even lower than Santiago’s 10%. 

Should Poe not pursue her presidential bid on May 9, about the same percentage of voters would 

shift to either Binay (27%) or Roxas (25%). 

Among those who said their top choice for president was Duterte, Santiago, Roxas, and Binay, Poe 

still emerged as the top alternative presidential candidate, the survey results showed. – 

Rappler.com 



 - 5 - 

 

  .../... 

DOH TO LAUNCH DENGUE VACCINE NEXT MONTH  

by Charina Clarisse L. Echaluce 

March 21, 2016  

The Department of Health (DOH) yesterday announced that the anti- dengue vaccine will be 

launched in the country next month. 

“It will be in April. It will be soon because the preparations are ongoing, and the training as well. 

Dumating na iyong ibang mga bakuna (The vaccines has arrived already),” Health Secretary Janette 

Loreto-Garin said. 

Earlier, international pharmaceutical giant Sanofi Pasteur, launched Dengvaxia®, the world’s first 

anti – dengue vaccine, in the Philippines. The vaccine is now available in the private market. The 

DOH, on the other hand, is still finalizing the date when it will be launched by the government. 

The health department has earmarked P3 billion for the first beneficiaries of the dengue vaccination. 

“Basically for the dengue vaccine, it’s an all go system. We will be vaccinating nine- to 10-year-old 

students in government schools in NCR, Region 3 [Central Luzon] and Region 4-A (Calabarzon)…. 

It will be done in a span of three months for the first dose,  six months after will be the sixth dose, 

and another six months after will be the third dose,” the health chief disclosed. 

A total of 1,033,300 Grade 4 students will be vaccinated in the aforementioned dengue-stricken 

areas. 

Dengue is a disease characterized by sudden onset of high fever which may last from two to seven 

days, joint and muscle pain and pain behind the eyes, weakness, skin rashes, bleeding when fever 

starts to subside, abdominal pain, vomiting of coffee-colored matter, dark-colored stools, and 

difficulty in breathing. 

Over 200,000 cases of dengue were recorded in the Philippines in 2015. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/charina-clarisse-l-echaluce/
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MEET WITH SINO ENVOY EXCLUDED DISPUTE 

BY: NIÑA P. CALLEJA | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:52 AM MARCH 22ND, 2016 

NEWLY appointed Foreign  Secretary Jose Rene Almendras met with China’s ambassador to the 

Philippines Monday to discuss the bilateral relations between the two countries—except matters concerning 

the dispute in the South China Sea. 

The country’s new top diplomat described his meeting with Chinese Ambassador Zhao Jianhua as “OK and 

friendly.” 

He said the South China Sea conflict was not taken up during the meeting, which was a courtesy call for the 

new DFA chief. 

To illustrate the tone of the meeting, Almendras repeated a joke he had made earlier this month:  “I was only 

going to ask him about feng shui and if the position of my table at the office is correct.” 

In a press briefing before the meeting, Almendras said: “He (Zhao) is a friend… the first thing I will tell him 

is ‘welcome to the DFA…’ the last time we met I was still in the Palace.” 

Almendras served as Cabinet secretary and secretary of energy prior to his appointment to head the 

Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Pressed on whether he would take the opportunity to bring up a recent report that Chinese vessels had 

rammed a boat carrying Filipino fishermen near the contested Panatag Shoal, Almendras said he would not. 

“I cannot bring it up with the Chinese ambassador later because I have not received official verification from 

the Department of National Defense on whether it did happen and in what context,” Almendras said prior to 

his meeting with the Chinese envoy. 

“I’m not saying that our fishermen are lying. It’s just that procedure and protocol require us to validate and 

vet it before we start doing the immediate action,” Almendras said. (See story on Page A8.) 

Almendras was appointed by President Aquino as ad interim foreign secretary on March 8, a day after 

Albert del Rosario formally stepped down due to health reasons. 

A trusted friend of Mr. Aquino, Almendras was described by Del Rosario as the “man who gets things 

done.” 

Asked about details on the five military bases the US military would be given access to under the Enhanced 

Defense Cooperation Agreement, Almendras said he had yet to be briefed on the matter. 

With close to three months before the end of the Aquino administration, Almendras said his entry into the 

DFA did not mean a change in foreign policy. 

In fact, he said, his job is to manage the plans that had been laid out by his predecessor. 

Almendras’ appointment comes at a crucial time when the DFA is awaiting the ruling of The Hague-based 

arbitral tribunal in the case initiated by the Philippines against China’s expansive claims over almost the 

entire 3.5-million-square-kilometer South China Sea. 

The Philippines has protested China’s nine-dash-line, which delineates its territory on its official map, and  

encompasses the Spratly islands and other islets and shoals also claimed by the Philippines and other 

Southeast Asian Countries. 

Claimants include Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei.  Japan also contests some of China’s other 

territorial claims. 

The Philippines is pushing for international arbitration in the matter and also hopes the regional Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) will play a major role in peacefully settling the issue. 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/byline/nina-p-calleja
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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ADB LENDS $123 MILLION TO IMPROVE WATER SUPPLY 

Posted on March 21, 2016 11:48:00 PM 

THE PHILIPPINES has secured a $123.3-million loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for the 

design and construction of a new water tunnel that will support growing demand in Metro Manila and 

nearby provinces. 

In a statement yesterday, ADB announced the approval of the loan agreement with the Metropolitan 

Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) for the Angat Water Transmission Improvement Project 

(AWTIP). “The Angat transmission system provides more than 95% of Manila’s water but its existing 

tunnels are up to 75 years old and in poor condition, leaving the metropolitan area highly vulnerable to 

serious supply disruptions,” the statement read. “This assistance will allow [MWSS] to build a fourth tunnel, 

clearing the way for it to upgrade and modernize its other existing tunnels and aqueducts...” 

In a Feb. 11 statement, MWSS said the loan agreement was finalized last Jan. 28. The national government, 

through the Department of Finance, guaranteed the loan that will largely cover the project’s $133.98-million 

total cost. 

“The [AWTIP] aims to improve the reliability and security of the raw water through partial rehabilitation of 

the transmission system from Ipo to La Mesa and the introduction of water safety, risk and asset 

management plans,” according to the project background MWSS posted on its Web site. 

The project -- located in Norzagaray, Bulacan -- involves the construction of a tunnel extending 6.3 

kilometers with an internal span of about 4 meters, an intake structure at the Ipo reservoir, a new transition 

basin at Bigte and connecting infrastructure. 

The AWTIP features structural measures aimed at limiting the impact of earthquakes, environmental 

degradation and other hazards on the transmission system, according to ADB. 

“Demand for water has grown strongly to around 40 cubic meters a second, with the concessionaires 

(Manila Water Company, Inc. and Maynilad Water Services, Inc.) largely able to meet demand in the past 

by sharply reducing nonrevenue water, or water that is produced but does not reach the customer due to 

system faults,” according to ADB. 

“However, with demand still increasing, the MWSS is planning to develop a major new water source, which 

is expected to be operational after 2021.” 

In the meantime, the MWSS is confronted with the “urgent need” to rehabilitate the Angat transmission 

system to prevent a potential supply breakdown, according to ADB. 

“[T]he MWSS has been carrying out improvements including the construction of a new aqueduct. The 

benefits of this aqueduct can only be fully achieved if a new tunnel is built to provide it with raw water,” the 

multilateral lender explained. 

The government targets to complete the AWTIP by December 31, 2020. 

ADB has extended financing for 10 water projects in Metro Manila, including three for the Angat supply 

system, since 1974. 

“Ensuring security of water supply is crucial for both the economic well-being of Manila and the health of 

its citizens,” according to ADB, adding that “privatization of distribution has had significant benefits.” 

The serviced population has doubled since 1997 -- with 90% now having round-the-clock water access -- 

while the amount of non-revenue water dropped to 10-40% last year from more than 60% in 2002, the 

multilateral lender noted. -- Keith Richard D. Mariano  
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NORTH-SOUTH RAIL QUALIFYING SESSION DELAYED TWO WEEKS 

Posted on March 21, 2016 08:05:00 PM 

POTENTIAL INVESTORS for the P170.7-billion South Line of the North-South Railway Project (NSRP) 

have two additional weeks to prepare for the qualification round, after the Transportation department agreed 

to move the timetable of the biggest public-private partnership (PPP) project to date. 

“In order to give prospective bidders sufficient time to prepare their qualification documents... please be 

advised that the Qualification Documents Submission Date scheduled on 31 March 2016 is moved to 15 

April 2016, 10:00 a.m.,” Transportation Undersecretary for Operations and PPP Implementation Edwin R. 

Lopez said in General Bid Bulletin No. 08-2016 dated March 18. 

The qualification documents will be opened right after the submission at the agency’s headquarters in 

Mandaluyong City. 

“Qualification Documents submitted after the deadline shall not be accepted,” said Mr. Lopez, who also 

chairs the Pre-qualification, Bids and Awards Committee. 

The agency has yet to release the updated timeline for the rest of the bidding process. 

At least 27 companies have shown interest in the railway project and two conglomerates, Metro Pacific 

Investment Corp. (MPIC) and Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Inc. formally asked the agency to extend the 

deadline for the qualification. 

Other firms that showed up during the NSRP’s prequalification conference included AC Infrastructure 

Holdings Corp. of the Ayala group, BF Corp., Boygues Travaux Publics Phils., Inc., Bureau Veritas SA, 

Daelim Philippines, Inc., Linaheim Corporate Services, Inc., Manila Electric Co. unit MRAIL, Inc., Pacific 

Concrete Products, Inc., Philab Industries, Inc., Philippine Skylanders International, Inc.; San Miguel 

Holdings Corp., Acciona, SA, Aecom Technology Corp., ArcelorMittal SA, General Electric Co., Grupo 

Isolux Corsan, SA, Marubeni Corp., Mitsui & Co., Ltd., Leighton Contractors (Philippines) Inc., Macquarie 

Capital, Obrascon Huarte LaÌn, S.A. (Singapore), Rainbow Holdings, Inc., RAJI, Inc., RATP Dev Transdev 

Asia -- a joint venture between the RATP Dev and Transdev groups, and South Korea’s Daewoo Group. 

The planned line will run from Tutuban station in Manila to Legazpi City in Albay province. The winning 

bidder will “design, construct, install, commission, finance, operate, and maintain” the 56-kilometer (km) 

commuter rail from Tutuban to Calamba, Laguna, as well as the 478-km long-haul rail from Tutuban to 

Legazpi, Albay for 34 years, according to the project brief on the PPP Center Web site. 

The long-haul line has two possible extensions: 58 km from Calamba, Laguna to Batangas City and 117 km 

from Legazpi to Matnog, Sorsogon. 

So far, contracts for 12 PPP projects cumulatively worth some P217.4 billion have been awarded since the 

infrastructure flagship was launched in the third quarter of 2010. 

MPIC is one of three Philippine subsidiaries of Hong Kong’s First Pacific Co. Ltd., the others being 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) and Philex Mining Corp. Hastings Holdings, Inc. -- a unit 

of PLDT Beneficial Trust Fund subsidiary MediaQuest Holdings, Inc. -- maintains an interest in 

BusinessWorld through the Philippine Star Group, which it controls. -- Daphne J. Magturo  

 


