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RESUME 

 

National 

 Department of Finance supports amendments to anti-money laundering law 

The Department of Finance has expressed its support for the urgent passage of 
amendments to the Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA) amid the money laundering 
case that was exposed in the Philippines this month. The DOF supports the inclusion of 
casinos and real estate dealers in the list of institutions for transactional reporting and 
the granting of power to the Anti-Money Laundering Council to suspend banking 
transactions, and the granting of supervisory authority to the Central Bank of the 
Philippines over remittance companies. It also noted that the Philippines is 1 of 3 
countries worldwide that prohibits government tax authorities from accessing bank 
transactions. The DOF has long been vocal against the highly restrictive provisions 
protecting money launderers and tax evaders behind the veil of bank secrecy and thus 
supports relaxing it under certain circumstances. 

 

 Commission on Elections files motion for reconsideration on the Supreme 

Court’s ruling on Grace Poe 

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) yesterday filed a motion for reconsideration 
on the Supreme Court (SC) ruling allowing Sen. Grace Poe to run for president. The 
Comelec continues to assert Poe’s disqualification due to material misrepresentation in 
her residency and citizenship eligibilities. The Comelec also asked the justices to again 
deliberate on the case and conduct another round of voting, arguing that there was no 
majority vote finding Poe as a natural-born Filipino qualified to be president. 

 

 Police and military on alert for Lenten season and New People’s Army founding 

anniversary 

The Philippine National Police (PNP) has been placed on full alert status during the 
observance of Lent due to the increased movement of tourists and the public to the 
provinces over the long weekend. Both police and the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
have likewise been placed on alert, particularly in northeastern and northern Mindanao, 
in anticipation of the 47th founding anniversary of the New People’s Army (NPA) on 
March 29. The NPA rebels have been known to conduct attacks or operations on or 
before their anniversary celebration. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mb.com.ph/dof-supports-changes-in-amla-to-plug-loopholes/
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/23/1565818/comelec-seeks-new-sc-vote-grace
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/23/1565818/comelec-seeks-new-sc-vote-grace
http://www.mb.com.ph/pnp-afp-put-on-alert-for-lent-npa-anniversary/
http://www.mb.com.ph/pnp-afp-put-on-alert-for-lent-npa-anniversary/
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International 

 China says US-Philippine agreement on the use of bases raises questions 

China reacted to the recent agreement concluded by the US and the Philippines which 
grants American troops access to 5 Philippine bases on a rotational bases as part of 
the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA). Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying argued that this kind of agreement is a form of 
militarization of the South China Sea as it involves the continued strengthening of 
military deployments to the disputed area. She also defended Chinese activities in the 
disputed areas by saying that China has never interfered with freedom of navigation 
and has stressed that some of the equipment it is installing on small islands and reefs 
will facilitate navigation. 

 

 First Philippine-made satellite to be launched on Wednesday 

Diwata, the first Filipino-made and co-developed microsatellite, officially called the 
Philippine Scientific Earth Observation Microsatellite (Phil-Microsat), will be launched 
into space today from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. The satellite is 
equipped with cameras that can determine the extent of damage from disasters, 
monitor changes in vegetation and ocean productivity, and observe cloud patterns and 
weather disturbances, which will aid the government in disaster risk reduction and 
adaptation to climate change, as well as develop the agricultural sector. 

 

Analyses 

 Titre 

 Titre 

http://www.mb.com.ph/china-says-u-s-philippines-base-deal-raises-questions/
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/775768/first-ph-made-satellite-launched-wednesday
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DOF SUPPORTS CHANGES IN AMLA TO PLUG LOOPHOLES  

by Chino Leyco 

March 22, 2016  

In view of recent events that have exposed legal weaknesses in the banking system, the Department of 

Finance (DOF) supports the passage of an amendment to the Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA) on an 

urgent basis.  

The DOF has long been vocal against the highly restrictive provisions protecting money launderers and tax 

evaders behind the veil of bank secrecy and thus supports relaxing it under certain circumstances. 

The DOF likewise supports the inclusion of casinos and real estate dealers in the list of covered institutions 

for transactional reporting. 

The DOF believes that the power to suspend transactions ought to be granted to the Anti-Money Laundering 

Council (AMLC), and that the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) be given supervisory authority over 

remittance companies. 

“A resurgent economy built on good governance must be willing to constantly reform where there is room 

for improvement to be found,” Finance Secretary Cesar V. Purisima said in a statement. 

However, Purisima assured that the banking system remains strong and stable, owing to the BSP’s even 

“keeled hands.” 

“But we acknowledge that there are cracks in our financial institutions people of greed have used to their 

advantage,” the finance chief said. 

“We ought to strengthen the regulatory regimes that govern our money flows. We need a long-term legal 

remedy by way of an amendment to AMLA,” he added. 

The DOF also noted how tax evasion is curiously left out of the AMLA, handicapping investigators and 

depriving the government of the legal means to go after tax evaders, and by extension, money launderers 

who obviously did not pay taxes for their cash inflows. 

“The Philippines is only 1 of 3 countries in the entire world where tax authorities cannot access bank 

transactions (Switzerland and Lebanon being the other two), and remain only one of only two countries in 

the world where tax evasion is not a predicate crime to money laundering,” Purisima stressed. 

He argued how this unusual arrangement gives unparalleled latitude for the erosion of financial integrity. 

Switzerland is set to ease their bank secrecy laws as they relate to tax matters by 2017. 

“Far too often criminals have hidden behind bank secrecy laws. It’s time to pierce the veil, within reason 

and under certain circumstances. If this saga reveals anything, it is that our laws need a serious updating,” 

Internal Revenue Commissioner Kim S. Jacinto-Henares said. 

Meanwhile, Purisima noted how remittances sent by honest, hardworking Overseas Filipino Workers 

(OFWs) may be unduly affected and tainted by recent events. 

“A growing number of foreign banks have recently closed accounts of money transfer operators that service 

our OFWs. If foreign banks continue to close down more accounts, the cost of remitting money for our 

OFWs can double,” Purisima said. 

“Reforming AMLA will send a message to foreign banks that OFW remittances should not be confused with 

the dirty money and unscrupulous few have coursed through the weak spots of our system. Reforming 

AMLA will show our OFWs that we are serious about protecting their hard-earned money,” he added. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/chino-leyco/
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COMELEC SEEKS NEW SC VOTE ON GRACE  

(The Philippine Star) | Updated March 23, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – The Commission on Elections (Comelec) yesterday appealed the Supreme 

Court (SC) ruling allowing the presidential bid of Sen. Grace Poe. 

In a 56-page motion for reconsideration, the Comelec asked the high court to reconsider the March 

8 decision and affirm Poe’s disqualification for material misrepresentation in her residency and 

citizenship eligibilities, which are constitutional requirements for presidential candidates. 

“With due respect, the court should re-examine its majority decision, for its legal and constitutional 

infirmities and, more importantly, for having heightened political passions in the country that could 

ignite civil strife,” Comelec’s appeal read. 

The Comelec also asked the justices to again deliberate on the case and conduct another round of 

voting, arguing that there was no majority vote finding Poe as a natural-born Filipino qualified to be 

president. 

“There is no factual or legal basis for the ruling that the petitioner is a qualified candidate for 

president in the May 9, 2016 national elections. There is therefore a need for the court to re-

deliberate and re-vote on the issue of citizenship to avoid the dire repercussions that the majority 

decision has brought in its wake,” it stressed. 

The SC voted 9-6 last March 8 to grant the petition of Poe, finding grave abuse of discretion on the 

part of the Comelec for its rulings disqualifying her in the May 9 presidential election.  

Taking a cue from the dissenting opinion of Senior Associate Justice Antonio Carpio, the Comelec 

explained that Section 2, Rule 12 of the Supreme Court Internal Rules of Procedures provided that 

when “the necessary majority vote cannot be had, the Court shall deliberate on it anew.” 

“Such action of re-deliberating and re-voting will serve as a shining example to the Bar and Bench 

that in deciding a case, especially one involving the fundamental law, nothing but the Constitution, 

law and jurisprudence should be the overriding factors and considerations,” the poll body added. 

In his dissenting opinion, Carpio claimed that only seven of his colleagues voted in favor of Poe as a 

natural-born Filipino, while five of them voted against her on the issue of citizenship. The 

remaining three, meanwhile, voted that such issue was not ripe for adjudication. 

In the same motion, the Comelec also echoed the dissenting opinion of Associate Justice Teresita 

Leonardo-De Castro and insisted that Poe was not compliant with the 10-year residency requirement 

under the Constitution. 

The Comelec also said the requirement of “deliberate intent to mislead, misinform or hide a fact” in 

candidates’ certificates of candidacy (COC) “should be revisited and clarified as unnecessary” when 

disqualifying them. 

The main decision gave weight to Poe’s declaration that the mistake in her COC was an honest one 

and done in good faith. 

The Comelec also rebutted the statistics presented by the Office of the Solicitor General during oral 

arguments to show that Poe, a foundling from Iloilo in September 1968, was most probably a 

natural-born Filipino. 
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“The statistics presented by the Solicitor General and the petitioner does not constitute even 

substantial evidence that petitioner was born to a Filipino parent, and hence is a natural-born 

citizen,” it argued. 

“By considering the statistics presented by the Solicitor General, the (decision) unfairly ascribed 

grave abuse of discretion to the Comelec on the basis of evidence that it had no opportunity to rule 

upon,” the poll body added. 

Comelec Commissioner Luie Guia expressed hope that the high court would consider the power of 

the Comelec to determine the eligibility of a candidate, noting that the Comelec did not commit 

grave abuse of discretion in disqualifying Poe. 

“The law is very clear that the Comelec has the power and that power in many cases has been 

upheld. The grounds that we had advanced, we hope that the court will consider,” Guia explained, 

stressing that the Comelec did not commit grave abuse of discretion in disqualifying Poe from 

running for the presidency. – With Edu Punay Mayen Jaymalin 
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PNP, AFP PUT ON ALERT FOR LENT, NPA ANNIVERSARY  

by Mike Crismundo 

March 22, 2016  

Butuan City – The Philippine National Police (PNP) was placed on full alert status during the 

observance of Lent while the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) was likewise put on alert 

ahead of the 47th anniversary of the New People’s Army (NPA), armed wing of the Communist 

Party of the Philippines (CCP), on March 29. 

All field unit commanders of the PNP and AFP in northeastern and northern Mindanao regions have 

been ordered to stay in their respective command posts (CPs) to personally supervise personnel 

deployment in their respective areas of responsibility (AORs). 

All field unit commanders are also directed to tighten their security and defense perimeters and 

conduct round-the-clock patrol in their respective AORs. 

At least 6, 500 police personnel were already mobilized for the Lenten week in Northeastern and 

Northern Mindanao regions, while combat maneuvering battalions and special forces under the 

operational control (Opcon) of the 401st, 402nd and 403rd Infantry Brigades of the Army’s Fourth 

Infantry (Diamond) Division were also placed in strategic areas in these two regions. 

Additional tourists police contingent were also deployed at various tourist destinations to safeguard 

vacationers and tourists during the Lenten break. 

Supt. Daniel Peusca, Regional Public Information Officer (RPIO) of Police Regional Office 13 

(PRO 13) and Supt. Surki Sereñas, PRO 10 regional spokesperson said in separate statements 

yesterday that all units in the field were already in full alert, especially in the areas where NPA 

presence has been noted. 

PRO 10 Regional Director Chief Supt. Lyndel Desquitado, has ordered the deployment of more 

police contingent in terminals, airports, seaports, highways, malls, resorts, churches and other 

holiday convergence areas to beef up police presence and ensure the tranquil observance of lent 

Supt Serenas said. 

PRO 10 employs over 1,800 police personnel and force multipliers region-wide in its daily conduct 

of mobile checkpoints, in relation to the election gun ban. 

Passenger Assistance Centers are already visible in terminals, airports and seaports manned by the 

PNP, in line also with their Oplan 2016 Summer Vacation or SumVac. 

The region’s two PNP spokespersons also said it was likely the NPA will intensify attacks in soft-

target areas, particularly those in far-flung municipal police station (MPS) and Army detachments. 

They also alleged that it has been an PNA practice to escalate tactical operations on or before their 

anniversary celebration. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/mike-crismundo/
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CHINA SAYS U.S.-PHILIPPINES BASE DEAL RAISES QUESTIONS  

by Reuters 

March 22, 2016  

BEIJING  - China said on Monday agreements like the one reached last week by the United States 

and the Philippines allowing for a U.S. military presence at five Philippine bases raised questions 

about militarization in the South China Sea. 

The United States is keen to boost the military capabilities of East Asian countries and its own 

regional presence in the face of China’s assertive pursuit of territorial claims in the South China 

Sea, one of the world’s busiest trade routes. 

The United States and its regional allies have expressed concern that China is militarizing the South 

China Sea with moves to build airfields and other military facilities on the islands it occupies. 

Asked about the base deal, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said that U.S.-

Philippine cooperation should not be targeted at any third party nor harm other nations’ sovereignty 

or security interests. 

“I also want to point out that recently the U.S. military likes to talk about the so-called militarization 

of the South China Sea,” Hua told a daily news conference. 

“Can they then explain, isn’t this kind of continued strengthening of military deployments in the 

South China Sea and areas surrounding it considered militarization?” 

China claims most of the energy-rich waters through which about $5 trillion in ship-borne trade 

passes every year. Neighbors Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam also have 

claims. 

The United States says it takes no sides in the disputes but wants to ensure free navigation through 

the sea. It has said it will increase what it calls freedom-of-navigation operations by its navy ships 

through the waters. 

U.S. allies Malaysia and Australia both reiterated on Monday calls for freedom of navigation 

through the South China Sea. 

“We’ve been extremely consistent in saying that our activities will continue, that we will send our 

ships and our planes to that part of the world as we require, as it is necessary in accordance to 

international law,” Australian Defense Minister Marise Payne said after meeting her counterpart in 

Malaysia. 

Malaysian Defense Minister Hishammuddin Hussein said that free movement in the air and waters 

should continue. 

China has never interfered with freedom of navigation and has stressed that some of the equipment 

it is installing on small islands and reefs will facilitate navigation. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/reuters/
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FIRST PH-MADE SATELLITE LAUNCHED WEDNESDAY 

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:57 AM MARCH 23RD, 2016 

THE PHILIPPINES is sending a third satellite into space today, taking the Filipino scientific 

community to new heights. 

Diwata, the first Filipino-made and codeveloped microsatellite, officially called the Philippine 

Scientific Earth Observation Microsatellite (Phil-Microsat), will be launched into  space at 10 a.m. 

(Manila time) from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. 

Science Secretary Mario Montejo said Diwata was part of around 3,375 kilograms of science and 

research, crew supplies and vehicle hardware that would be brought to the International Space 

Station (ISS) by Orbital ATK’s Cygnus spacecraft as part of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration’s (Nasa) fifth resupply mission to the ISS. 

The spacecraft, according to Nasa’s website, is expected to arrive at the ISS on Saturday. 

Montejo said the launch of the microsatellite would further cement the belief, especially in the 

Filipino community, “that our scientists and engineers can be at par” with their foreign counterparts. 

The Philippines first had a satellite in space, the privately owned Agila 1, in 1996. It was acquired 

from Indonesia, which launched it from Cape Canaveral in 1991. 

The second Philippine satellite was Agila 2, also for communications, privately owned and launched 

from Sichuan, China, in 1997. It is now called ABS-3, after Mabuhay Satellite Communications, a 

subsidiary of Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co.,  sold it to Bermuda-based Asia Broadcast 

Satellite Holdings Ltd. for P400 million in 2009. 

Carlos Primo David, executive director of the Philippine Council for Industry, Energy and Emerging 

Technology Research and Development, said that once Diwata is aboard the ISS, it will first be 

housed in the Japanese Experiment Module before it will be released into orbit between April 4 and 

7. 

“By the time Diwata has been released into orbit, we will have full control of it. Initially, this will be 

controlled by our Filipino engineers who are stationed at Tohoku, Japan,” David told the Inquirer 

Tuesday. 

He added that control of Diwata will later be transferred to the Philippine Earth Data Resources 

Observation (Pedro) in Subic, Zambales province, which will receive and store data sent by the 

satellite. 

It is expected that Diwata, which will stay in orbit for around 20 months, will take an average of 

3,600 high-resolution images of the Philippines daily using its four cameras. 

Phil-Microsat program head Joel Marciano Jr. explained that Diwata is equipped with a high-

precision telescope capable of determining the extent of damage from disasters; a space-borne 

multispectral imager with liquid crystal tunable filter that could monitor changes in vegetation and 

ocean productivity; a wide-field camera that could observe cloud patterns and weather disturbances; 

and a middle-field camera, an engineering payload that would be used to assist in determining the 

location of each image captured by the other optics. 

“The whole DOST family eagerly awaits the launch of the Cygnus rocket carrying Diwata. In a few 

days, our satellite will be in space and soon a piece of equipment carrying our flag will be orbiting 

Earth taking valuable imagery of our country,” David said. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Diwata’s launch comes more than two months since Filipino scientists and DOST officials turned 

over the microsatellite to their counterparts at the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, who sent 

the device to Nasa after conducting final tests on its spaceworthiness. 

Science Undersecretary for Research and Development Amelia Guevara and Marciano will be 

overseeing the launch in Florida, while David and other DOST officials will be watching the live 

feed of the launch at the University of the Philippines. 

Montejo earlier said that through the 50-kg balikbayan-box-sized microsatellite the government 

would soon have at its disposal essential data on weather systems “crucial for our farmers to adjust 

planting methods and procedures in light of climate change.” With a report from Inquirer 

Research 

 


