
 
 

AMBASSADE DE FRANCE AUX PHILIPPINES 

Service de Communication, de Presse et d’Information 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
16th Floor Pacific Star Bldg. Makati corner Gil Puyat Avenues, Makati City 1200 Philippines 

Téléphone :  857 6900  Télécopie :  857 6952 Site :  www.ambafrance-ph.org   Courriel :  presse.ambafrance.manille@gmail.com .../... 

28 mars 2016 

Revue de presse quotidienne 
 

La France dans la presse philippine 

 France eyes ‘floating wind farms’ in the Philippines 

In an interview, French Ambassador Thierry Mathou said French technology that 
involves the development of energy through mills constructed on the sea can be 
replicated in the Philippines, where France is currently investing in the development of 
renewable energy sources and systems for energy efficiency. “We have high- tech 
companies which are able to install specific systems to reduce the level of consumption 
of electricity. We are more and more involved in the Philippines,” Ambassador Mathou 
said. He added that France has set an ambitious target for green growth and is now 
focusing on implementing the agenda agreed during COP21.  

 

National 

 Local election campaign season begins with violence 

The election campaign in the local level, which includes the election of district 
representatives, governors and mayors, began last March 26 and was met with the first 
reported case of election-related violence. Yesterday, the re-electionist mayor of 
Calauan town in the province of Laguna was ambushed, leading to the death of his two 
companions, including a 25-year old candidate for a local elective position. The police 
are currently conducting an investigation on the attack. 

 

 Local economists push for stronger laws against money laundering 

The Foundation for Economic Freedom (FEF), a public advisory group chaired by 
former finance secretary Roberto de Ocampo, urged the government to amend the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA) to cover casinos, real estate and art and to give the 
Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) the authority to freeze suspicious accounts 
under certain conditions. The group also recommended the implementation of a 
biometric-based national ID system to prevent the creation of fake bank accounts. This 
statement comes following the discovery of billions worth of US dollars stolen from 
Bangladesh’s Central Bank and found recently in the Philippines. An investigation on 
the case is ongoing at the Philippine Senate. 

 

 Manila tops list of cities with most people exposed to natural disasters 

According to the Natural Hazards Vulnerability Index written by Verisk Maplecroft and 
released last Wednesday, Manila is at the top of the list of urban areas with the largest 
number of people vulnerable to natural hazards such as cyclones, supertyphoons and 
earthquakes. The report suggested that in the case of the Philippines, effective 
governance, major reforms and political stability are needed to address this vulnerability 
to natural disasters. 

 

http://www.mb.com.ph/france-eyes-floating-wind-farms-in-the-philippines/
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/28/1566909/local-campaign-kicks-mayor-wounded-2-supporters-shot-dead
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/28/1566910/stronger-law-vs-laundering-urged
http://www.pressreader.com/philippines/the-philippine-star/20160328/281505045350308/textview
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International 

 Philippines receives a Moderate+ rating from Moody’s 

Moody’s Investors Service gave the Philippines’ macroeconomic profile (economic 
strength, institutional strength, susceptibility to event risks, and credit conditions) a 
“Moderate+” rating, which suggests that the country would be able to better withstand 
external shocks than its neighbors such as China, India, Indonesia and Thailand, which 
all received “Moderate” ratings. Moody’s is also expecting the Philippines’ GDP to 
expand by 6 percent this year due to a combination of continued domestic consumption 
and good public and private sector investments, as well as the efficient role played by 
the Central Bank of the Philippines. 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/138111/moodys-report-lauded-ph-economy-as-more-stable-than-neighbors-govt
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LOCAL CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF: MAYOR WOUNDED, 2 SUPPORTERS SHOT DEAD  

By Mayen Jaymalin (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 28, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – A town mayor was critically wounded and two of his companions were 

killed while certain candidates reportedly broke election rules as local candidates hit the campaign 

trail over the weekend. 

Several candidates also broke the ban against campaigning during Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday, citizens reported to the Commission on Elections (Comelec). 

Through Twitter, netizens reported cases of illegally posted campaign materials and asked the 

Comelec for immediate action. 

Netizens also reported via Twitter that some candidates blatantly violated the campaign ban on 

Good Friday. 

Yesterday’s observance of Easter Sunday was colorful and festive as local candidates held 

motorcades and greeted churchgoers. 

In other areas, violence marred the campaign. 

Calauan, Laguna Mayor George Berris was shot and critically wounded while campaigning 

yesterday. 

Berris survived the attack, but his companions, Leonardo Taningco and Emmanuel Peña, a 

candidate for councilor, were killed instantly.   

Laguna police spokesperson Insp. Roselle Orate said Berris, who is running for reelection, was 

campaigning in Barangay Imok in Calauan when his party was attacked by a lone assailant riding a 

motorcycle. 

Berris and the two others were shot while waving to supporters atop their vehicle. The assailant 

overtook the convoy and opened fire before escaping toward San Pablo City. 

The driver of the campaign vehicle tried to escape the attack but lost control and smashed into a 

house. 

Police have yet to identify the gunman or the motive for the attack. It was gathered Berris split from 

the opposition United Nationalist Alliance (UNA) to run as an independent candidate. 

Comelec probing violations 

Comelec spokesman James Jimenez said the poll body is looking into reports that certain local 

candidates have violated campaign rules and regulations. 

There were reports that said some candidates and their supporters came out to campaign on Good 

Friday. 

“These are currently being looked into,” Jimenez said. 

“The start of the campaign period for local candidates on Friday was largely quiet, as it should have 

been, considering that campaigning is prohibited on Good Friday,” he said. 

Comelec previously admitted that implementing campaign rules and regulations can be more 

difficult for local election officers. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Mayen%20Jaymalin/
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“We have about 45,000 candidates running. We are already expecting that we will have difficulties 

in the enforcement aspect,” Jimenez said. 

Jimenez said the Comelec lacks personnel at the local level to strictly and efficiently monitor 

violations of campaign rules. 

Jimenez said the Comelec tapped the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority and the 

Department of Public Works and Highways to assist in the removal of illegally posted campaign 

materials. 

The campaign period for local candidates was supposed to officially start on Friday. The Comelec, 

however, explained that campaigning on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday was not allowed under 

its “calendar of activities” in relation to preparations for the elections on May 9. 

Based on the calendar of activities, the ban on the construction of public works and the release of 

public funds took effect last Saturday until May 8. 

Also prohibited is the appointment or hiring of new employees, creation or filling up of new 

positions, promotion or giving of salary increases. 

Jimenez said the 60-day campaign period for local candidates officially started on Saturday. 

He warned all local candidates that they must remove their propaganda materials posted before 

Saturday or they will face election offense charges. 

Jimenez urged the public to report campaign violations and help the Comelec ensure that candidates 

for both national and local posts will strictly abide by the regulations. 

“The public, who will be the ones voting, should be the ones that are upset if they see violations of 

campaign rules,” Jimenez said. 

He said the public can do their part by reporting through social media such violations, with pictures 

attached and using #SumbongKo on Twitter. 

Jimenez reminded candidates that the Comelec has come out with implementing rules and 

regulations governing the campaign for both national and local candidates in the coming May 9 

elections. 

Uniforms 

Meanwhile, the Comelec may require poll employees and members of the Board of Election 

Inspectors (BEIs) to wear uniforms come Election Day. 

The Comelec’s Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) is looking for suppliers for the Comelec 

Employees Election Day t-shirts and BEI Election Day uniforms. 

The Comelec announced that it intends to purchase 277,527 BEI Election Day uniforms as well as 

6,158 Comelec Employees Election Day t-shirts. 

A budget of more than P20 million has been approved for the purchase of t-shirts for election 

inspectors and over P1 million for the shirts of poll employees. 

The BAC is set to hold a pre-bid conference on March 30 at 2 p.m. Submission of bids is on April 

13 on or before 9 a.m. at the BAC Secretariat Office. – With Ed Amoroso 
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FRANCE EYES ‘FLOATING WIND FARMS’ IN THE PHILIPPINES  

by Roy Mabasa 

March 27, 2016  

After the successful inauguration of a 132-megawatt solar power plant in Cadiz City, Negros Occidental, 

considered the biggest solar power plant in Southeast Asia and the seventh largest in the world, the top 

French diplomat in Manila now wants to introduce “floating wind farms” to the Philippines. 

French Ambassador to the Philippines Thierry Mathou said France currently has a promising new industrial 

sector that specializes in the development of mills using energy from the sea. 

The development of this new industry contributes to the achievement of an ambitious target set by the 

French energy transition law for green growth, whereby there is a demand to produce 40 percent of France’s 

electricity from renewable sources by 2030 and to open new markets for French industrialists, both on 

national territory and for export. 

This particular “promising” industry can be replicated in the Philippines, Mathou told Manila Bulletin in an 

interview during the recent Francophonie reception. 

He said although the recently- concluded 21st session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21) held in Paris last December was an important event 

and a “great success,” it was still “only a conference.” 

“Now we have to implement the solution and agenda,” said Mathou. “This is exactly what we’re doing here 

in the Philippines.” 

He pointed out that France has already gone into the development of renewable energy sources in the 

Philippines. 

“You need more energy in this country because you are comprised of more than 7,000 islands,” said 

Mathou. “And actually the best way to give energy to different islands is to bring solar, to bring wind, to 

bring energy coming from the sea.” 

He mentioned that earlier this month, he participated in the inauguration of a solar farm in Cadiz, so far the 

largest of its kind in Asia. 

“This solar farm was built by a French company,” said Mathou. “We are already in the implementation 

stage.” 

The P10-billion solar farm, developed by Soleq Holdings, is situated on a 176-hectare land in Hacienda Paz, 

Barangay Tinampaan, Cadiz, some 65 kilometers north of Negros Occidental’s capital city, Bacolod. 

Solar farms use panels that are designed to absorb the rays of the sun then convert them into electricity. 

The solar facility in Cadiz started connecting to the grid in February and is initially supplying an average of 

30-megawatts through the National Grid Corporation of the Philippines (NGCP). 

Currently, the farm’s efficiency rate is 80 percent amid stormy weather. Since it started operating fully, the 

solar farm supplies a substantial part of Negros Occidental province’s s average power demand of 200 MW 

Meanwhile, in the interview, Mathou pointed out that “the best way to fight climate change is to reduce 

energy consumption.” 

Even in this aspect, the French diplomat said France has something to offer to the Philippines. 

“We have high- tech companies which are able to install specific systems, for example in a mall, to reduce 

the level of consumption of electricity,” Mathou said. “We are more and more involved in the Philippines.” 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/roy-mabasa/
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STRONGER LAW VS LAUNDERING URGED  

By Lawrence Agcaoili (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 28, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – Public advisory group Foundation for Economic Freedom (FEF) is pushing 

for major amendments to the country’s anti-money laundering law after hackers siphoned $81 

million from the Bangladesh Bank. 

The FEF, chaired by former finance secretary Roberto de Ocampo, said the laundering of money 

stolen from the Bangladesh Bank’s account in the Federal Reserve Bank of New York using the 

country’s financial system and casino industry has demonstrated the need to strengthen the authority 

of government to prosecute those criminally liable under the Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA). 

“We support the amendment of the AMLA to cover casinos, real estate transactions, and art 

purchases, and giving the Anti-Money Laundering Council the power to immediately freeze 

suspicious accounts under certain conditions,” the advocacy group said. 

The Senate Blue Ribbon committee, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), and the AMLC are 

conducting separate investigations on the alleged money laundering cases involving Rizal 

Commercial Banking Corp. (RCBC), Jupiter – Makati branch manager Maia Santos-Deguito, 

businessman Kim Wong, among others. 

FEF said the Philippine financial system was compromised when banking and Anti-Money 

Laundering authorities are blocked from uncovering the truth about offenses of money laundering 

due to current bank secrecy laws. 

“Therefore, we in the FEF, an organization advocating good governance, market-friendly economic 

reforms, and economic and political liberty, support the relaxation of certain provisions of the bank 

secrecy law that impede investigation by banking and Anti-Money Laundering authorities of 

suspicious accounts, for the prosecution of money laundering, drug dealing, terrorist activities, and 

other major crimes,” FEF said. 

With the amendments to the bank secrecy law, FEF said criminals would be put on notice that they 

cannot use the bank secrecy law to hide the movement of ill-gotten wealth and will be deterred from 

using the Philippine financial system in the first place. 

FEF is also reviving proposals for the national ID system to help deter money-laundering activities 

using the country’s financial system. 

“Because fictitious bank accounts were reportedly used in the transaction under investigation, FEF 

is calling for the implementation of a biometric-based national ID system to prevent the easy 

creation of fictitious accounts,” FEF said. 

Explanation needed 

Sen. Sergio Osmeña, chairman of the Senate committee on banks and financial institutions, said 

Wong needs to explain to the Senate the circumstances behind the questionable transfer of bulk of 

the multibillion-peso cash transaction. 

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel III said Wong needs to respond to allegations of Deguito that he was 

responsible for the five dollar accounts initially suspected to have been used to facilitate the 

transfers. 

“And then (Wong should) explain why part of the $81 million ended with his casino firm and bank 

accounts,” Pimentel added. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Lawrence%20Agcaoili/
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Pimentel and Osmeña referred to how proceeds of the $81-million dirty money were transferred to 

Wong’s firm, casino junket operator Eastern Hawaii Leisure Co. Ltd. 

Sen. Vicente Sotto challenged Wong’s camp to make good their commitment in public interviews 

that the trader would appear during the resumption of the Senate Blue Ribbon hearing tomorrow. 

Wong’s counsel Inocencio Ferrer Jr. has given assurance his client will tell the truth in the hearing 

and help the Senate in its investigation. 

“As early as March 7, I personally visited the Anti-Money Laundering Council to offer my client’s 

cooperation, in good faith, I went to the AMLC to ask them how my client can be of assistance in 

their investigation,” Ferrer said. 

Pimentel added the RCBC is not yet off the hook on the issue. 

“RCBC should be investigated for money-laundering. A bank can only act through its officers and 

personnel, hence, all are to be investigated,” Pimentel said. 

For his part, Osmeña said RCBC should show it exercises due diligence over suspicious 

transactions. 

Pimentel earlier said he wanted to know what the AMLC is doing regarding RCBC, where the hot 

money were transferred to local accounts before these were converted to pesos by the Philippine 

Remittance Co. (Philrem), moved to Wong’s and then Weikang Xu’s accounts. – With  Christina 

Mendez 
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PHL AMONG NATIONS MOST EXPOSED TO DISASTERS; MANILA TOPS MEGA-

CITIES LIST 

Published March 24, 2016 7:22am 

Updated March 24, 2016 7:23am 

PARIS - The Philippines is among the nations with the largest number of people in 

harm's way of natural hazards, and Manila tops the list of urban areas with the highest 

number of people exposed, according to a report released Wednesday. 

Countries and mega-cities across Asia are highly exposed to natural hazards ranging 

from cyclones to earthquakes, but people in sub-Saharan Africa are more vulnerable, 

according to the Natural Hazards Vulnerability Index from risk analysts Verisk 

Maplecroft released Wednesday. 

Nearly 1.4 billion people in South Asia—India, Bangladesh, Pakistan—face at least one 

major threat from Nature, especially flooding, severe storms boosted by rising seas, and 

quakes. 

In the case of Bangladesh, 100 percent of its population is exposed, compared to 82 

percent for India and 70 percent in Pakistan. 

Aside from the Philippines, China, Indonesia, and Japan are also among the nations with 

the largest numbers of people in harm's way. 

The United States, Mexico and Brazil round out the top ten. 

When it comes to vulnerability, however, Africa is the continent where people are most 

likely to suffer injury, disease and death as a result of natural disasters, according to the 

Natural Hazards Vulnerability Index from risk analysts Verisk Maplecroft. 

The capacity to cope with disaster can determine whether a high-magnitude earthquake, 

for example, will cause hundreds of deaths, as happened in Chile in 2010, or hundreds 

of thousands, as befell Haiti in the same year. 

Nine out of ten countries ranked as most vulnerable to natural hazards in the index are in 

sub-Saharan Africa, and 23 of 25 are on the continent. 

South Sudan—plagued by drought and war—heads the list of the countries most 

defenseless against disaster, followed by Burundi, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Chad, Niger, 

Sudan, Mali and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

"The frequency and magnitude of natural hazard events cannot be controlled," the report 

noted. 
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"But the development and implementation of disaster risk reduction strategies can help 

minimize the humanitarian and economic impacts." 

Among mega-cities, Manila—facing a triple threat from cyclones, superstorms and 

earthquakes—was first on the list of urban areas with the highest number of people 

exposed. 

Tokyo and Jakarta and in second and third place, with Dongguan in southern China, 

Dhaka and Kolkata following close behind. 

Mexico City, Delhi and Sao Paulo all have huge populations exposed to major storms. 

"This analysis shows that governance is key to lower vulnerability," the report said. 

Without major reforms and political stability, "countries such as India and the 

Philippines are unlikely to see improvements in the near term." —Agence France-

Presse 
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MOODY’S LAUDED PH ECONOMY AS MORE STABLE THAN NEIGHBORS’ – GOV’T 

BY: BEN O. DE VERA | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

08:32 PM MARCH 27TH, 2016 

MANILA — The Philippines’ stable macroeconomic profile would enable the country to withstand 

external shocks better than most of its neighbors could, debt watcher Moody’s Investors Service 

said. 

In a statement Sunday, the government’s Investor Relations Office (IRO) cited a recent Moody’s 

report which assessed the Philippines’ macroeconomic profile as “Moderate+,” better than the 

assessment of “Moderate” for China, India, Indonesia and Thailand, as well as Vietnam’s “Weak-.” 

Moody’s assessed countries’ macroeconomic profiles ranging from “Very Weak-” to “Very 

Strong+.” 

“When assessing a sovereign’s macroeconomic profile, Moody’s takes into account a host of 

factors, including economic strength, institutional strength, susceptibility to event risks, and credit 

conditions,” the IRO noted. 

The IRO quoted Moody’s as attributing its relatively favorable assessment of the country’s 

macroeconomic profile to “robust economic growth, comfortable external liquidity, and improved 

institutional strength.” The last five years saw the Philippine economy expand at its fastest pace 

since the late 1970s. 

In its March 18 banking report, Moody’s noted that the Philippines “remains among the fastest 

growing major economies in the Asia-Pacific region.” 

The debt watcher also said it expected the country’s gross domestic product or GDP to expand by 6 

percent in 2016 to outpace the 5.8-percent growth posted in 2015. 

Also, “the country’s institutional strength has also improved, driven in part by an increasingly 

credible track record of policy effectiveness by a number of national agencies, especially the central 

bank,” Moody’s said. 

“The country’s strong growth results from the continued strength of domestic consumption – fueled 

by a combination of improving employment conditions at home and relatively stable overseas 

remittances – as well as healthy public and private-sector investments,” it added. 

According to the IRO, “Moody’s mentioned the important role played by the Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilipinas (BSP) in helping maintain a stable macroeconomic environment.” 

“External risks, including contrasting monetary policies in advanced economies and lackluster 

global growth, make the job of central banks tougher. Nevertheless, despite a challenging global 

backdrop, the Philippines has managed to keep its macroeconomic environment relatively stable 

over the years on the back of prudent monetary policy and sound banking supervision,” BSP 

Governor Amando M. Tetangco Jr. was quoted by the IRO as saying in response to Moody’s report. 

“As the Philippines aims to build on its economic gains from the past half a decade, the BSP will 

help maintain an enabling environment by staying committed to its mandate of price and financial 

stability,” Tetangco said.  SFM 

 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/byline/ben-o-de-vera
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer

