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National 

 Presidential adviser sentenced to prison for graft 

Presidential Adviser on Environmental Protection Nereus Acosta has been found guilty 
of graft over the release of P5.5 million of his Priority Development Assistance Fund 
(PDAF, or pork barrel) in 2002 when he was a member of the House of 
Representatives. Sentenced to a minimum of six years and one month up to a 
maximum of 10 years imprisonment and perpetually disqualified from holding public 
office, he would be the first ally of President Aquino from the Liberal Party to be 
imprisoned due to corruption charges. 

 

 MILF expresses frustration on 2
nd

 anniversary of Bangsamoro agreement 

March 28 marked two years since the signing of the historic Comprehensive Agreement 
of the Bangsamoro, which formalized the peace process and formed the basis of the 
Bangsamoro Basic Law. The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), however, indicated 
that there is “widespread frustration” among its members, especially those involved in 
the negotiations, and that this frustration “has to be managed.” Despite this, MILF 
peace negotiating panel chair Mohagher Iqbal, together with his counterpart in the 
Philippine government, assured that they will continue to work for peace in Mindanao 
and are looking forward to the re-filing or re-drafting of the BBL in the next 
administration. 

 

 Philippine government calls for peace with communist rebels 

As the Communist Party of the Philippines’ armed wing, the New People’s Army, 
celebrates its 47

th
 founding anniversary on March 29, the Philippine government urged 

the rebel group once again to engage in peaceful and sincere dialogue to end the 
decades-long violence. Philippine Peace Panel Chairman Alexander Padilla noted the 
NPA’s escalated campaign of violence, especially during the election season where the 
NPA is accused of collecting revolutionary taxes and "permit-to-campaign" fees from 
candidates in NPA-influenced areas. Peace talks with the Communist rebels have been 
stalled since 2013 due to the arrests of people the government says are NPA members 
but whom the Communist Party says are peace consultants covered by a joint 
agreement granting them immunity. 

 

 Bidding for largest public-private partnership project fails 

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) terminated the bidding for the 
P123 billion Laguna Lakeshore Expressway-Dike project, the biggest project approved 
under the framework of the public-private partnership program (PPP), after the three 
qualified bidders failed to submit their bid documents. San Miguel Corporation, one of 
the qualified bidders, said that the complex project simply is not feasible and urged the 
government to re-examine and re-design it to make it more mutually beneficial. Other 

http://www.mb.com.ph/pnoy-adviser-mom-convicted-of-graft-over-p5-5-m-pork-barrel/
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/776460/milf-admits-frustration-amid-bangsamoro-agreements-2nd-anniv
http://www.mb.com.ph/gph-calls-for-peace-ahead-of-npa-anniversary-today/
http://www.philstar.com/business/2016/03/29/1566986/laguna-lakeshore-bidding-fails
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qualified bidders raised questions concerning the illegality and unresolved issues 
surrounding the bigging process. The Laguna Lakeshore Expressway Dike project 
involves the financing, design, construction as well as operations and maintenance of a 
47-kilometer flood control dike with expressway toll roads under a 37-year cooperation 
period. 

 

International 

 Philippines welcomes EU statement on South China Sea 

The Department of Foreign Affairs welcomed the statement made by Federica 
Mogherini, the High Representative of the European Union, on the recent 
developments in the South China Sea. Mogherini said that the EU is concerned about 
militarization in the South China Sea and stressed the need to ensure “maritime safety, 
security and cooperation, freedom of navigation and overflight.” The Philippine 
government said that the Philippines has long advocated a peaceful, rules-based 
resolution to the disputes and shares the EU’s concerns regarding militarization in the 
region. The DFA added that the Philippines “supports the EU’s continued engagement 
in the region through ASEAN-led processes and welcomes its offer to share best 
practices on maritime security.” 

 

 Indonesians held by Abu Sayyaf in Tawi-Tawi 

Last March 26, the Abu Sayyaf Group intercepted two Taiwanese vessels that were 
traveling from Borneo to Batangas, south of Manila, and has taken its 10 Indonesian 
crew members hostage, according to Philippine military officials. The bandits are 
reportedly demanding $1 million for the release of the hostages and one of the two 
vessels. 

 

http://www.manilatimes.net/philippines-hails-eu-declaration-on-sea-row/252684/
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/manila/local-news/2016/03/29/abu-sayyaf-hijacks-indonesian-ship-holds-10-hostage-464858
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PNOY ADVISER, MOM CONVICTED OF GRAFT OVER P5.5-M PORK BARREL  

by Jeffrey Damicog 

March 29, 2016  

Presidential Adviser on Environmental Protection Nereus Acosta and his mother, former Manolo Fortich 

Mayor Socorro, were found guilty of graft over the release of P5.5 million of his Priority Development 

Assistance Fund (PDAF) when he was still a Bukidnon congressman to a farmers’ cooperative his mother 

controlled in 2002. 

In a 62-page decision promulgated yesterday, the Sandiganbayan Fourth Division found Acosta and his 

mother guilty of violating Section 3(e) of Republic Act 3019 (Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act). 

The court also found the matriarch guilty of violating Section 3(h) of RA 3019. 

Acosta, also the general manager of the Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA), was sentenced to a 

minimum of six years and one month up to a maximum of 10 years imprisonment, while his mother was 

meted the same penalty for each count of graft. 

Both of them were also perpetually disqualified from holding public office. 

The Sandiganbayan, however, acquitted Acosta on two counts of graft and his mother on one count of graft 

over allegations that he released P2.5 million of his PDAF in 2001 to the Bukidnon Integrated Network of 

Home Industries, Inc. (BINHI) that is represented by his aunt Ma. Nemia Bornidor and has among its 

incorporators his father Juan. 

In its findings of guilt, the anti-graft tribunal explained “no reason or justification was shown on why the 

BVPC (Bukidnon Vegetable Producers Cooperative) was chosen to be the recipient of the P5.5 million.” 

“It becomes obvious therefore that the main consideration why the accused J.R. Acosta and Socorro O. 

Acosta worked for the release of the P5.5 million to BVPC is because BVPC is a cooperative formed and 

organized by among others, Juan C. Acosta, Socorro O. Acosta, and Ma. Nemia O. Bornidor, father, mother, 

and aunt, respectively, of accused J.R. Acosta,” read the decision penned by Associate Justice Oscar Herrera 

and concurred by Associate Justices Jose Hernandez, and Alex Quiroz. 

The court also noted that the mother was still the mayor of Manolo Fortich when the PDAF of her son was 

released to BVPC which she still chaired at that time. Because of this, it has “financial or pecuniary interest, 

indirect if not direct, in the transaction involving the release, through the municipality of Manolo Fortich as 

conduit, of the P5.5 Million…,” the court said. 

Also, the court pointed out that the two accused failed to show any receipts or any liquidation to prove that 

the funds were disbursed. 

JUSTICE SYSTEM WORKS 

Liberal Party (LP) standard-bearer Mar Roxas said the conviction of Acosta is a proof that the justice system 

under the Aquino administration is indeed working. 

“This is a proof that under the Daang Matuwid (straight path), justice prevails. There is no sacred cow in our 

fight against corruption,” said Roxas. 

“If there is a case, it will be filed in the court and the court will decide. It is evidence which dictates if the 

accused is guilty or not,” he added. 

Acosta is among the LP bigwigs. 

Earlier, Roxas’ rivals have been attacking the Daang Matuwid for its alleged selective justice which favors 

the allies of the Aquino administration. 

But Roxas denied the allegation, saying there are already a lot of LP members who were either suspended or 

kicked out of the office due to graft cases. (With a report from Aaron B. Recuenco) 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/jeffrey-damicog/


 - 4 - 

 

  .../... 

MILF ADMITS FRUSTRATION AMID BANGSAMORO AGREEMENT’S 2ND ANNIV 

BY: KRISTINE ANGELI SABILLO | INQUIRER.NET 

12:21 PM MARCH 28TH, 2016 

COTABATO CITY, Philippines—It has been dubbed as a “celebration” but the commemoration of 

the second anniversary of the historic Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) is 

marred by “frustrations” felt by the people, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front’s (MILF) peace panel 

chair said on Monday. 

“There is frustration. There is widespread frustration on the ground and that is expected,” MILF 

peace negotiating panel chair Mohagher Iqbal told reporters before the CAB commemoration event 

in Notre Dame University, Cotabato City. 

“Seventeen long years of negotiation. We expect the BBL (Bangsamoro Basic Law) to pass 

Congress. It did not pass. So you can imagine, we are human [beings], especially those people 

involved in the negotiation,” he added. “Like me, I am frustrated. But frustration has to be 

managed.” 

Iqbal said that there is negative reaction towards the anniversary of the CAB. “But we have to push 

through with the idea to commemorate the signing of the CAB rather than to just let it go,” he said. 

He said the MILF has been “trying to manage (the) frustration” of their supporters and members. 

Nevertheless, he said the group remains optimistic and is happy that the event will be held in 

Cotabato City. 

“Still surging forward despite all the obstacles. The way is forward, not backward,” he said. 

Iqbal said the way forward is not easy and he admitted that they continuously face challenges. 

“We have to really overcome all these obstacles. And there is no shortcut to having peace here in 

Mindanao,” he said. 

“The MILF will hold on to this document no matter what happens,” Iqbal said. 

The continuation of the peace process between the Philippine government and the MILF was 

jumpstarted when President Benigno Aquino III met with MILF chairman Murad Ebrahim in Japan 

last August 2011. It was followed by the signing of the Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro 

and then the CAB. 

The CAB paved the way for the filing of the proposed Bangamoro Basic Law (BBL) in Congress. 

However, the BBL was further stalled in Congress after the infamous Mamasapano botched 

operation, which left more than 60 people dead. The incident, which involved an alleged 

misencounter between government forces and the MILF, raised questions of trust and sincerity 

between the two parties. 

Despite what happened, both negotiating panels look forward to the re-filing or re-drafting of the 

BBL through the next administration. 

Iqbal said the CAB is already a document recognized by the international community. He said the 

next administration should recognize the CAB and follow through with the passage of the BBL, 

which will provide for a new Bangsamoro political entity in Mindanao. 

Miriam Coronel-Ferrer, chief of the Philippine government’s negotiating panel, said that while it is 

true that the failure to pass the BBL on time has made the people in Mindanao feel frustrated, the 

two parties cannot just give up. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/kristine-angeli-sabillo
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
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She said a lot has been gained since the breakdown of talks in 2008 and the successful signing of 

agreements with the MILF. 

She added there would still be a war in Mindanao if the government and the MILF did not push 

through with the peace process. 

“Ngayon meron na naman tayong aberya pero dapat lamang ipagpatuloy nating muli. Wag tayong 

umatras. Umabante tayo. Wag tayong magpadala sa galit, sa awa sa sarili o sa frustration,” she 

explained. 

(Now we are facing new challenges but we should continue. Let us not back down. Let us go 

forward. We should not let ourselves be affected by anger or frustration.) 

Coronel-Ferrer said that the peace process with the MILF has been through many administration 

changes. 

“The most important thing is there is that commitment, there is a constituency that will push for it, 

will see it through,” she said, adding that it is worth it even if it will take longer. 

“One administration to another can bring about changes in policy. But the point is you don’t just 

drop everything. You continue what you have achieved. You push from there,” she said. 

In a separate interview, Iqbal said: “We will insist also that it will begin from where it started.” 

RAM 
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GPH CALLS FOR PEACE AHEAD OF NPA ANNIVERSARY TODAY  

by Francis T. Wakefield 

March 28, 2016  

The chairman of the Government of the Philippines (GPH) in talks with communist guerrillas asked 

the New People’s Army (NPA) yesterday to heed the call of the Filipino people to end its violent 

struggle against the government and talk peace. 

GPH Peace Panel Chairman Alexander Padilla made the call as the NPA, the armed wing of the 

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), celebrates is 47th founding anniversary today. 

In a statement, Padilla urged the CPP-NPA to end the fighting and discuss the issues that divide 

them in sincere, honest and peaceful dialogue. 

“There is no issue that cannot be resolved between well-meaning Filipinos who are determined to 

secure a better life for all our people,” Padilla said. 

“After 47 years of armed struggle, the CPP/NPA must realize that, in spite of their avowed 

intentions to resolve the ills of society, their bloody rebellion has become part of the problem.” 

“We therefore invite our armed brethren to be part of the restoration of democracy that we regained 

in 1986 via a peaceful struggle against an entrenched dictatorship. Just imagine what we, the 

Filipino people, united in our desire for peaceful change, can accomplish if we work on our issues 

jointly and creatively together, in peace,” he added. 

Padilla said the NPA has escalated its campaign of violence, as if to remind the Filipino people that 

they are still a force to be reckoned with, capable of inflicting harm on their perceived enemies — 

that is, any person or entity that refuses to pay what they call ‘revolutionary’ and “permit to 

campaign” taxes, and the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police. 

“The violence perpetrated by the NPA is totally out of tune with the desire of the Filipino people to 

live in peace. We have just come out of the Holy Week with its message of peace and redemption 

for all human kind. And we are entering the intensity of the campaign period for the next leaders of 

the country who will be elected in May,” Padilla said. 

“Our people deserve their right to fair, free and peaceful elections, but this is not possible under the 

regime of arson, extortion, and murder imposed by the NPA in the country sides,” he added. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/francis-t-wakefield/
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LAGUNA LAKESHORE BIDDING FAILS  

By Louella Desiderio (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 29, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines - The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) was forced to 

terminate the bidding for the P123 billion Laguna Lakeshore Expressway-Dike project after no 

offers were made for the deal. 

“It’s a failed bidding,” Ariel Angeles, DPWH director for PPP service told reporters after all three 

qualified bidders did not submit offers. 

The three groups that had been expected to submit their bid documents yesterday were: Alloy Pavi 

Hanshin LLEDP Consortium (composed of Alloy MTD Capital BHD, Prime Asset Ventures Inc., 

Hanshin Engineering Constructions), San Miguel Holdings Corp. and Trident Infrastructure and 

Development Corp. (composed of Aboitiz Equity Ventures Inc., Ayala Land Inc., Megaworld Corp. 

and SM Prime Holdings Inc.). 

San Miguel Corp. president and chief operating officer Ramon S. Ang said the Laguna Lakeshore 

project is not feasible. 

“Government will have to re-examine its assumptions and redesign a mutually beneficial 

contractual structure best suited for a deal as large and complex as this one, given its potential to 

create opportunities that will generate the greatest benefit to a lot of people,” Ang said. 

In a letter to the DPWH, Alloy Pavi Hanshin LLEDP Consortium’s authorized representative Isaac 

David said there are unresolved issues affecting the propriety and validity of the procurement 

process for the project. 

“With due respect, we strongly believe the bidding process is illegal and unenforceable transaction 

unless there is a signed presidential proclamation and signed tripartite agreement between PRA 

(Philippine Reclamation Authority)/LLDA (Laguna Lake Development Authority)/DPWH prior to 

the bidding,” he said. 

David said it would be best for the bidding to be deferred until a new administration takes over to 

ensure transparency and fairness. 

Roman Azanza, first vice president for business development at Aboitiz said Team Trident did not 

pursue participation in the bidding given concerns on the economic viability, balance of risks and 

rewards as well as securing financing for the project. 

Given the complexity of the project, the group wanted more time to work with the government on a 

concession agreement that addresses the concerns of the private sector. 

“If they (government) can come out with a revised CA that tackles most if not all of these concerns, 

then I think we would be willing to revisit (the project),” Azanza said. 

DPWH Secretary Rogelio Singson said the government will have to look at the concerns raised by 

the pre-qualified groups. 

“Well, we will have to assess why it failed. We received today some letters so we will have to 

assess,” Singson said. 

While the PPP Center is committed to support DPWH to be on the project, PPP Center executive 

director Andre Palacios said a second bidding for the deal is unlikely within the term of President 

Aquino. 

“For Lakeshore, I doubt if we can do another bidding within this administration,” Palacios said. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Louella%20Desiderio/
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The Laguna Lakeshore Expressway Dike project involves the financing, design, construction as well 

as operations and maintenance of a 47-kilometer flood control dike with expressway toll roads 

under a 37-year cooperation period. 

The project is also expected to reduce the travel time from Bicutan to Los Baños from 90 to 35 

minutes. 

The project is seen to provide a high standard highway with a dike that will ease traffic flow and 

mitigate flooding in western coastal communities along Laguna Lake. – With Evelyn Macairan, 

Czeriza Valencia 
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Philippines hails EU Declaration on sea row 

March 28, 2016 10:02 pm  

by MICHAEL JOE T. DELIZO 

The Philippines, through the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), on Monday welcomed the 

Declaration adopted by the European Union (EU) on recent developments in the West Philippine 

Sea (South China Sea). 

The Declaration, issued by the union’s High Representative on March 11, highlights the need to 

ensure “maritime safety, security and cooperation, freedom of navigation and overflight.” 

China claims almost the whole of the West Philippine Sea, which is believed to have large deposits 

of oil and gas. 

The Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam also have claims to the 

strategic waters, through which about $5 trillion in trade is shipped annually. 

The EU urges all claimants “to resolve disputes through peaceful means, to clarify the basis of their 

claims and to pursue them in accordance with international law including the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea [Unclos] and its arbitration procedures.” 

“The Philippines has long advocated a peaceful, rules-based resolution to the disputes in the South 

Chi- na Sea,” the DFA said in a statement. 

It added, “It is important for all concerned parties to abide by the legally-binding ruling of the 

tribunal and use the ruling as the basis for future discussions and cooperation.” 

The Philippines filed a memorial against China’s claims before the Permanent Court of Arbitration 

(PCA) in The Hague, The Netherlands, in 2013. 

A ruling on the case is set to be released later this year. 

The DFA said the country fully shares the EU’s concerns about the deployment of missiles and 

other military assets in the disputed waters. 

It also supports the EU’s call for all claimants to refrain from militarization of the region and from 

the threat or use of force. 

“This underscores the critical importance of ensuring the full and effective implementation of the 

Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, as well as the urgent need for parties 

to urgently conclude negotiations on the Code of Conduct. 

“The Philippines supports the EU’s continued engagement in the region through the Asean-led 

processes and welcomes its offer to share best practices on maritime security,” the DFA said. 
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10 INDONESIANS HELD BY ASG IN TAWI-TAWI  

by Elena L. Aben 

March 29, 2016  

10 Indonesian crew members of a Taiwanese tugboat were reportedly seized by members of the 

Islamist militant group Abu Sayyaf (ASG) in Tawi-Tawi. 

This was disclosed by a senior military official who also said that a ransom demand has been made 

by the suspects. 

According to the source, information they have gathered showed that the tugboat was on its way to 

Manila from Jakarta in Indonesia when it was intercepted by the Abu Sayyaf off the waters of Tawi-

Tawi. 

The military could not say yet when the kidnapping took place and that they only learned of the 

incident Monday afternoon, March 28, 2016. 

One of the victims allegedly called their Taiwanese superiors and informed him that they are being 

held by the Abu Sayyaf. The victim also relayed the militant group’s ransom demand in exchange 

for their freedom. 

The tugboat has been recovered at Languyan Island, the official said, adding that they have already 

alerted all military units in Western Mindanao. 

The Abu Sayyaf has links to Al Qaeda but recently pledged allegiance to the Islamic State. The 

group is still holding several foreign and Filipino kidnap victims in Sulu. 

 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/elena-l-aben/

