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RESUME 

 

National 

 Grace Poe and Jejomar Binay lead presidential race in latest Pulse Asia survey 

The latest Pulse Asia survey released on March 4 showed that Grace Poe is the top 
choice for president at 26 percent (from 30 percent in January), while Vice-President 
Jejomar Binay comes in at second with 25 percent (from 23 percent in January). Mar 
Roxas and Mayor Rodrigo Duterte are tied at 21 percent (both from 20 percent in 
January). Based on the geographic location of voters, Binay is the top choice in Metro 
Manila, Poe in the rest of Luzon, Roxas in Visayas, and Duterte in Mindanao. Based on 
socio-economic classes, the upper and middle classes prefer Poe, Roxas or Duterte, 
while the lower middle and lower classes prefer Poe and Binay. Meanwhile, Sen. 
Francis Escudero and Sen. Bongbong Marcos lead the vice-presidential race with 29 
percent and 26 percent, respectively. 

 

 Trade Department seeks to provide incentives for shipbuilding and aerospace 

industries 

The Department of Trade and Industry is preparing incentive packages aimed at 
accelerating the growth of high-impact industries like shipbuilding and aerospace in the 
Philippines. This project follows the establishment of the Comprehensive Automotive 
Resurgence Strategy (CARS) program which will provide fiscal and non-fiscal 
incentives for automobile and manufacturing firms that can produce 200,000 units of a 
single model over a six-year period. 

 

 United Nations reports that Mindanao is seriously affected by the dry spell 

In a report released last Friday, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs noted that the ongoing dry spell (El Niño) is causing severe damage to the 
agricultural sector in Mindanao, wasting around 87 percent of the crops of the region. 
Water and food shortages are also worsening the situation of communities displaced by 
natural calamities and armed conflict by potentially causing the spread of diseases. 
Various UN agencies are continuing to assist local authorities in providing aid to the 
affected communities. 

 

 Zika virus detected in the Philippines 

The Department of Health announced that an American woman tested postitive for the 
Zika virus upon returning home to the United States after visitng the Philippines in 
January. It has been found that the type of mosquito that carries the Zika virus is the 
same one that carries dengue, which is endemic in the Philippines. Health Secretary 
Janet Garin, however, assured that the government is taking measures to prevent the 
outbreak of the Zika virus in the country. 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016/124611-poe-binay-top-spot-pulse-survey-feb-2016
http://business.inquirer.net/208131/dti-readies-perks-for-key-sectors
http://business.inquirer.net/208131/dti-readies-perks-for-key-sectors
http://business.inquirer.net/208129/el-nino-taking-heavy-toll-on-mindanao-says-un
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/771219/zika-virus-detected-in-ph
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International 

 Philippines clarifies non-participation in joint maritime exercises 

Malacañang clarified that the Philippines is not involved in the planned joint naval 
exercises between the US, Japan and India in the South China Sea. The joint exercises 
are reportedly part of an annual event between the US and Indian naval forces since 
2014 and have expanded to include Japan. The Philippines, however, supports the 
exercise as it is underscores freedom of navigation and rule of law in the region. 

 

 North Korean vessel seized by Philippine Coast Guard 

Last Saturday, the Philippine Coast Guard impounded a suspected North Korean 
vessel upon instruction by the Department of Foreign Affairs to enforce UN sanctions 
against North Korea in response to its recent nuclear test and missile launch. The ship, 
which was flying the flag of Sierra Leone, had been regularly docking at the Philippines 
without incident and had a cargo of agricultural material on board. The three crew 
members remain on board the ship and may be deported by the local authorities. 
Filipino lawmakers have expressed concern over the possible actions of North Korea 
against the Philippines in response to the incident. 

 

Analyses 

 Greatest challenge to the presidentiables by Bernardo Villegas 

Economist Bernardo Villegas identifies the reduction of poverty in the Philippines as the 
biggest challenge facing the succeeding government. After studying the platforms of 
the various presidential candidates in addressing poverty, he noted that the candidates 
most of the policies see rapid economic growth as the solution to solving poverty. He 
disagrees by saying that the best direction to reduce poverty incidence to the 
Philippines is to focus on education, particularly improving access to quality education 
for children in the rural areas and improving human capital at the secondary and 
university levels. 

 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/07/1560400/philippines-no-involvement-joint-patrols-disputed-seas
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/771241/n-korean-vessel-carried-cargo-for-ph-importers
http://www.mb.com.ph/greatest-challenge-o-the-presidentiables-part-1/
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POE, BINAY TIED AT TOP SPOT IN LATEST PULSE ASIA POLL 

MIA GONZALEZ, RAPPLER.COM 

Published 10:51 AM, March 04, 2016  

 

MANILA, Philippines (4th UPDATE) – Senator Grace Poe and Vice President Jejomar Binay share the top 

spot in the latest Pulse Asia Research, Incorporated survey released on Friday, March 4. 

The results of Pulse Asia Research’s February 2016 Pulso ng Bayan Survey, conducted among 1,800 

registered voters from February 15 to 20, showed Poe with 26% voter preference and Binay with 25%. 

Administration standard-bearer Manuel "Mar" Roxas II and Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte are not far 

behind, both with 21% support of registered voters. 

About 3% of voters support Senator Miriam Defensor-Santiago's presidential bid. 

Less than 3 months before the elections, 4% of voters said they were still undecided or refused to divulge 

their preferred presidential candidate. This is 1 percentage point more than those who expressed this 

sentiment in January. 

In a race as tight as this coming presidential election, the favor of this undecided segment is crucial. The 

nationwide survey has a ± 2% error margin at the 95% confidence level. 

Among the presidential candidates, Poe experienced the biggest drop in voters' ratings – 4 percentage points 

less than in January – while Santiago's rating dropped by 1 percentage point. 

Binay's rating increased by 2 percentage points, and by 1 percentage point for both Roxas and Duterte. 

In the vice presidential race, the same poll showed Senator Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr inching closer 

to front runner Senator Francis Escudero. (READ: Bongbong Marcos rising in VP race, tied with Escudero) 

PH divided among 4 bets? 

Based on the survey results, each of the top 4 presidential candidates leads in a specific geographical 

location. 

 

In Metro Manila, the leading presidential bet is Binay (33%), followed by Poe, and Duterte, both at 23%. 

Poe is the top choice in the rest of Luzon (33%), followed by Binay (29%). 

In the Visayas, voters favor Roxas (35%), followed by Poe (24%). 

In Mindanao, Duterte leads with 45% while Binay is a distant second at 21%, though this is a 7 percentage-

point increase from January. Roxas experienced a 6-percentage point drop in Mindanao, or to 15% from 

21% in January. 

Among the candidates, Poe was the only one to suffer a drop in voter preference in all geographical 

locations, the biggest in Metro Manila – a 10-percentage point drop from January – and a 6-percentage point 

drop in the Balance Luzon, where she still leads. 

Pulse Asia said subnational estimates for the geographic areas covered in the survey have the following 

error margins at 95% confidence level: ± 6% for Metro Manila, ± 3% for the rest of Luzon and ± 5% for 

each of Visayas and Mindanao. 

Socio-economic classes 

Among socio-economic classes, voters in the well-off Class ABC favor Poe and Roxas, both at 25%, and 

Duterte (24%). 

In Class D, the primary choice are Poe and Binay, both at 25%, followed by Duterte and Roxas at 22% and 

21%, respectively. 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016/124620-bongbong-marcos-rises-vp-race-tied-escudero-pulse-asia
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Those in the poorest Class E are most inclined to vote for either Binay (31%) or Poe (28%). Roxas' voter 

support in this class dropped by 6 percentage points, while the other 3 contenders – Poe, Binay, and Duterte, 

increased by 1 to 3 percentage points. 

"During the period January to February 2016, levels of support for the presidential bids of these candidates 

remain generally constant – both at the national level and across geographic areas and socio-economic 

classes.The only significant movement at this time is the decline in the level of support enjoyed by Senator 

Poe in the most numerous Class D (-7 percentage points)," said Pulse Asia president Ronald Holmes. 

During the survey period, among the major issues were oral arguments at the Supreme Court on the 

disqualification case against Poe, the controversial statement of Sarangani Representative Manny Pacquiao 

on same sex unions, and the Poe-led Senate panel report recommending the investigation of transportation 

officials led by Secretary Joseph Emilio Abaya on the MRT3. 

Work harder 

The Binay camp attributed the Vice President's current standing in the polls to his focused ground campaign. 

"Trabaho, trabaho at trabaho. Hindi lamang sa pag-iikot ni Vice President Jejomar Binay sa iba't-ibang 

lalawigan, ito rin ang kaniyang malinaw na gagawin para labanan ang kahirapan," said Binay 

spokesperson Rico Quicho. 

(Work, work, and work. This does not only apply to the Vice President's sorties around the provinces but 

also in his fight against poverty.) 

The Poe camp thanked its supporters for keeping the senator in the top spot, and expressed confidence that 

more people would rally behind her as she steps up her campaign. 

"Despite all the left-handed attacks against the person of Senator Poe, the Filipino voters continue to stand 

behind her. Their steadfast support will serve as inspiration for Senator Poe to intensify her campaign," said 

Poe's spokesman, Valenzuela City Mayor Rex Gatchalian. 

Reacting to the latest survey results, Roxas' spokesman, Akbayan Representative Ibarra Gutierrez, said, 

"What is clear from the latest Pulse survey is that this is still a tied race." 

"Mar's numbers have gone up slightly, and we are grateful to our supporters who worked hard to make this 

possible, but we are determined to make the most of the two months left in the campaign," Gutierrez said. 

Duterte's spokesman, Peter Laviña, said the survey results are not reflective of what the campaign team is 

experiencing on the ground. 

"The survey results do not reflect what we believe are the real sentiments of the Filipinos. We have seen our 

numbers steadily advancing overall. But we have also seen where we are weak and need to catch up, as well 

as recognize where we are making great headways," Laviña said. 

"The elections are still a good two months away and we have plenty of time to move up," he added. – 

Rappler.com 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016/123459-grace-poe-disqualification-case-memos
http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/122620-pacquiao-lgbt-same-sex-unions-worse-animals
http://www.rappler.com/nation/121280-abaya-dotc-graft-violation-mrt-senate-panel-grace-poe
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DTI READIES PERKS FOR KEY SECTORS 

BY: AMY R. REMO | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:09 AM MARCH 7TH, 2016 

THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and Industry is preparing incentive packages aimed at accelerating 

the growth of high-impact industries like shipbuilding and aerospace. 

Such packages will likely be similar to the Comprehensive Automotive Resurgence Strategy 

(CARS) program, under which P27 billion in incentives were made available to qualified 

assemblers to boost the automotive and parts manufacturing industries, explained Trade Secretary 

Adrian S. Cristobal Jr. 

Under Executive Order 182, the CARS program will provide fiscal and non-fiscal incentives for 

assemblers that can produce 200,000 units of a single model over a six-year period. 

If successful, the CARS program is expected to attract more than P27 billion in new parts 

manufacturing investments; produce at least 600,000 vehicles; generate some 200,000 new jobs; 

and generate a total economic activity estimated to be worth P300 billion. The resulting contribution 

to gross domestic product was estimated at about 1.7 percent. 

In an interview with the Inquirer, Cristobal said the DTI was looking at other sectors that may 

warrant a similar incentive program, including shipbuilding and aerospace. 

http://business.inquirer.net/byline/amy-r-remo
http://business.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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EL NIÑO TAKING HEAVY TOLL ON MINDANAO, SAYS UN 

BY: RONNEL W. DOMINGO | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

12:08 AM MARCH 7TH, 2016 

THE UNITED Nations is keeping the alarm raised on El Niño-caused drought that may result in 

food shortage as well as the spread of diseases in the worst-affected areas in Mindanao, especially 

among people displaced by natural calamities and armed conflict. 

In a report released last Friday, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs noted 

that while the ongoing El Niño has affected large areas of the Philippines, the most severe damage 

to agriculture is concentrated in Mindanao. 

“About half of the total 194,000 hectares of affected farm areas are in Mindanao, 87 percent of 

which [crops] have no chance of recovery,” the UN Ocha said. 

The report zeroed in on Zamboanga City, where the local government expects that up to 30 percent 

or 3,500 hectares of rice fields “may be lost in the coming months” as drought persists. 

The UN Ocha also noted that the City Health Office was concerned that water shortages may raise 

the risks of diarrhea and other waterborne diseases among children and other vulnerable groups, 

adding that six evacuees reportedly died last December and January. 

The agency added that, with fears of the mounting impact of El Niño on food security and health of 

the evacuees, city authorities are resuming food distribution—including kitchen sets and cash—to 

all transition sites for 11 months starting March. 

“However, temporary assistance to address the immediate needs of the IDPs alone cannot provide 

durable solutions to their displacement,” the UN Ocha said. 

“As of mid-February, just over 2,000 out of the planned 6,500 permanent housing units under the 

government’s Zamboanga Recovery, Reconstruction and Rehabilitation (Z3R) were completed,” it 

said. “With an increasing delay in the Z3R implementation timeline, aid agencies fear that most of 

the remaining [evacuees] may be left in limbo into the third year of displacement.” 

Evacuees were left homeless when a group linked to the Moro National Liberation Front attacked 

the city in September 2013. 

According to UN Ocha, other humanitarian agencies on the ground—including Community and 

Family Services International, Food and Agriculture Organization, International Labor 

Organization, International Organization for Migration and UN Refugee agency—continue to 

support local authorities with providing camp management, protection, civil documentation, 

livelihood and community engagement assistance to the evacuees. 

http://business.inquirer.net/byline/ronnel-w-domingo
http://business.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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ZIKA VIRUS DETECTED IN PH; NO REASON TO PANIC, SAYS DOH SECRETARY 

BY: JOCELYN R. UY | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

11:59 PM MARCH 6TH, 2016 

AN AMERICAN woman who visited the Philippines for four weeks in January tested positive for 

the Zika virus upon returning home, an indication that mosquitoes carrying the disease are lurking 

somewhere in the country, the Department of Health (DOH) said Sunday. 

In a press briefing, Health Secretary Janette Garin said the “nonpregnant US resident” was the 

Philippines’ second laboratory-confirmed case of the mosquito-borne virus, which has been linked 

to microcephaly, a severe brain defect in infants, and to a neurological disorder called Guillain-

Barré syndrome (GBS). 

The country had its first reported case of Zika virus infection in 2012—a 15-year-old boy in Cebu 

who had no travel history. 

Garin said the DOH was closely coordinating with the US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) for the profile of the patient as well as find out which places she visited in the 

Philippines from Jan. 2 to 26. 

“We were informed that shortly after returning home to the US, an evidence of Zika virus infection 

was detected in the patient,” Garin said, adding that the DOH received the CDC alert at 4:30 a.m. on 

Saturday. 

Developed symptoms 

Based on the CDC alert, the female patient developed symptoms of the virus such as fever, rash, 

joint and muscle pain, and conjunctivitis during her last week in the Philippines. 

Based on initial information, the American tourist had traveled mostly in Luzon. 

“But we reiterate, this is just one case. There is no epidemic of the Zika virus in the Philippines. 

There is no outbreak of the Zika virus in the Philippines. There is no cause to panic,” Garin said in 

an interview. 

But she strongly advised pregnant women in the country and those planning to get pregnant to take 

extra precaution against mosquito bite, especially two hours before sunrise and two hours before 

sunset when the Aedes aegypti mosquito is most active. 

Primary carrier 

The Aedes aegypti mosquito is Zika virus’ primary carrier, the same vector responsible for dengue 

fever, which is endemic in the Philippines. 

“We have existing mosquitoes that cause dengue. So, possibly we can have the Zika virus,” 

Dr. Socorro Lupisan, director of the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM), said at the 

press conference. 

The Philippines is among the countries classified by the World Health Organization (WHO) as 

those with reported or indication of autochthonous or local Zika virus transmission and no reports of 

GBS or microcephaly. 

The other countries belonging to this category include American Samoa, Cambodia, Fiji, Malaysia, 

Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu and Lao PDR in the Western Pacific 

Region, and Indonesia, Maldives and Thailand in South East Asia. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/jocelyn-r-uy
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Brazil  

Brazil is the lone country with reported or indication of autochthonous Zika virus transmission with 

microcephaly and GBS, according to the WHO. 

“We know already for a long time that Aedes aegypti mosquito is endemic in the country and since 

we have cases of dengue, chikunguniya and Japanese encephalitis, there is also the Zika virus and 

we have to remember that we have a documented case [of the virus] in 2012,” Garin said. 

She noted that the patient in Cebu four years ago had no history of exposure to foreigners or travel 

abroad, which strongly indicated that the Zika virus infection in the Philippines was locally 

acquired. 

“But this doesn’t mean that we have to panic,” she said, noting that 80 percent of the cases of the 

Zika virus have no symptoms at all and patients just spontaneously shed off the virus without 

knowing that they had been infected. 

At risk 

At risk, however, are pregnant women, as the virus is known to affect unborn children. While 

experts have yet to document a direct relationship between Zika virus and microcephaly, a condition 

in which the baby’s head is smaller than normal, there is evidence showing a “strong causal 

relation.” 

There is also evidence linking the virus to spontaneous abortions among pregnant women who 

contracted the virus, Garin said in an earlier interview. 

The Philippines has recorded 332 cases of microcephaly in the past 10 years but none of them have 

been linked to the Zika virus, according to Garin. Studies have shown that the cases are congenital. 

“We call on pregnant women and those planning to get pregnant to exercise maximum efforts to 

avoid getting bitten by mosquitoes,” Garin said. 

She also advised the public to maintain cleanliness at home and in the community, and to continue 

searching for and eliminating potential breeding sites of mosquitoes. 

“Even as small as a bottle cap is a potential breeding site. So be sure to remove these things in your 

houses,” Garin said. 

She also said that those experiencing symptoms should immediately seek medical attention to avoid 

the spread of the virus. 

Earlier, the DOH advised Filipino women who are not in a hurry to get pregnant to use family 

planning methods if they are worried about getting infected by the Zika virus, which has recently 

been found to be also transmissible through sexual contact. 

Experts have found that the virus can stay in the semen for 62 days, according to Lupisan. 

She assured the public that the RITM hospital in Muntinlupa City had the capability to test 

suspected cases through real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction. The test is also available in the 

Visayas and Mindanao. 
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PHILIPPINES: NO INVOLVEMENT IN JOINT PATROLS IN DISPUTED SEAS  

By Delon Porcalla (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 7, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – Malacañang declared yesterday that it has nothing to do with the planned 

joint naval exercises of allies US, Japan and India in the disputed West Philippine Sea. 

“The reported joint naval exercises near the South China Sea, however, does not involve the 

Philippines in any way. It will, thus, be speculative on its possible impact to the concerns regarding 

the South China Sea,” said Presidential Communications Operations Office Secretary Herminio 

Coloma Jr.   

Coloma issued an official statement regarding the report, saying that deterrence against aggressive 

actions, not rising tensions, is the country’s primary concern.   

“The Philippines believes that regional stability is achieved when the rule of law is upheld. Hence, 

we have joined cause with ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) in advocating the 

adoption of a legally binding Code of Conduct on the South China Sea,” Coloma stressed. 

The 10-member ASEAN have been divided over the disputed Spratlys. 

Last week though, presidential spokesperson Edwin Lacierda said the joint patrol in the West 

Philippine Sea underscores the international community’s concern for unrestricted global commerce 

and peace in the region. 

This was the position taken by Malacañang following reports the three countries will conduct joint 

naval exercises in the waters being disputed by Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Vietnam and Malaysia 

against the bullying and encroachments of giant Beijing. 

“This emphasizes the importance of maintaining freedom of navigation in the West Philippine Sea,” 

presidential spokesman Lacierda said when asked how would this affect Manila’s already-tense 

relations with China. 

“It is also a recognition by the community of nations of the importance of global commerce and 

consequent necessity of maintaining stability in the area,” the Palace official explained further. 

The coming joint exercises are reportedly part of an annual event between the US and Indian naval 

forces since 2014 and have expanded to include Japan, which showed the closer cooperation 

between the three countries that also share concern about China’s growing military presence in the 

region. 

US Pacific Commander Admiral Harry Harris didn’t disclose the location of the exercises, which 

they called Malabar. The Indian navy said Japan would participate, but declined to confirm where 

the event would occur. 

Washington has issued a warning to China following reports that five Chinese ships have 

surrounded and taken over a Philippine-held atoll, where they even prevented local fishermen from 

fishing. 

Beijing said the Chinese ships have left the area. 

US warships and aircraft have undertaken a series of operations in the disputed waters to challenge 

Beijing’s moves and American officials are seeking to stitch Asian military powers into closer 

collaboration. 

In recent statements, US officials have prodded India to join its security operations, including 

patrols that New Delhi has so far been reluctant to undertake. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Delon%20Porcalla/
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Harris said that, “on the security front, we need India’s leadership in the Indo-Asia-Pacific.” 

In a veiled reference to efforts aimed at countering China’s activities, Harris proposed a four-way 

security dialogue among India, Japan, Australia and the US to “amplify the message that we are 

united behind the international rules-based order.” - With Ben Serrano 
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N. KOREAN VESSEL CARRIED CARGO FOR PH IMPORTERS 

BY: ALLAN MACATUNO | INQUIRER CENTRAL LUZON 

01:57 AM MARCH 7TH, 2016 

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—The suspected North Korean cargo ship impounded by the Philippines 

on Saturday had docked here earlier to unload cargo for local importers, a port official said on 

Sunday. 

Citing port records, lawyer Randy Escolango, deputy administrator for legal affairs of the Subic Bay 

Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), said the MV Jin Teng docked at the free port last December to 

unload a cargo of corn from Indonesia. 

The 4,355-ton general cargo ship returned on Thursday to unload a cargo of palm kernel expeller, 

Escolango said. Palm kernel expeller is a by-product of palm oil production and has many uses, 

including ingredient for farm animal feed. 

Escolango said the palm kernel expeller was consigned to five Filipino exporters whom he did not 

identify. 

The Philippine Coast Guard impounded the vessel on Saturday on orders from the Department of 

Foreign Affairs to enforce a new round of UN sanctions against North Korea in response to its Jan. 

6 nuclear test and recent missile launch. 

It was unclear how the seizure would affect the cargo, which was being unloaded for storage in a 

local warehouse. 

It appears that the MV Jin Teng has been operating into Subic for some time without any incident. 

Cargo handlers at the dock expressed surprise on Sunday at the different reception the MV Jin Teng 

got this time. 

The ship’s crew appeared shock, according to Ku Bon-kuk, the Bangkok bureau correspondent of 

Korean Broadcasting System who joined local journalists at the dock on Sunday. 

Ku screamed out questions to three crew members, who yelled back replies from the deck of the 

ship. 

“They are unhappy and confused. They are not allowed to leave the ship. And they have been told 

they may be deported,” Ku said. 

According to Escolango, the MV Jin Teng is based in Shandong province, China, but flew the flag 

of Sierra Leone, a West African country. 

Cmdr. Joel Garcia, director of the National Coast Watch Center, said the MV Jin Teng could be 

using a foreign flag to hide its North Korean ownership and cover illegal activities such as weapons 

smuggling. 

He said the vessel picked up its cargo at Palembang, Indonesia, and made a technical stop at a port 

in southern Philippines before proceeding to Subic. 

The ship arrived in Subic on Feb. 28 and berthed on Thursday night, just hours after the UN 

Security Council unanimously passed the new round of sanctions against North Korea. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/allan-macatuno
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-central-luzon
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GREATEST CHALLENGE O THE PRESIDENTIABLES (PART 1)  

by Bernardo M. Villegas 

March 6, 2016  

Discerning voters are posing the $64 question to the presidentiables:  What will they do to reduce 

poverty incidence in the Philippines, which is the highest in East Asia.  Some 25 to 30 million 

Filipinos are having a tough time keeping body and soul together, most of them living in the rural 

areas as subsistence farmers or fisher folks or landless rural workers.  There are millions of them in 

coconut regions like Quezon, Bicol, Eastern Visayas, and Northern Mindanao. 

From public statements being made by the five Presidentiables (Jejomar Binay, Rodrigo Duterte, 

Grace Poe, Mar Roxas, and Miriam Defensor-Santiago), I am disappointed to read that none of 

them has assigned the highest priority to delivering quality elementary  education to the children of 

the poor, especially those who are in the countryside. In a research conducted by the Global 

Development Network of India on 15 emerging markets, quality elementary education is the number 

one tool in addressing absolute poverty.   Some of the Presidentiables do refer to improving the 

quality of education in general.  For example, Grace Poe proposes to lower classroom-to-student 

ratio to 1:30; raise teachers’ pay to P25,000; maximize digital learning technology; expand 

scholarship programs, improve student loan accessibility to increase access to higher education.  

Mar Roxas recommends offering 100-percent scholarship for top graduates of public high schools.  

Many of the candidates are in favor of continuing and expanding the Conditional Cash Transfer 

(CCT) program, which recently received a big boost when the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

granted the Philippine Government a $400-million loan to expand the CCT, which gives cash grants 

to the poorest families in exchange for meeting certain conditions, especially sending children to 

school and availing of regular health checkup.  They should, however, make explicit reference to 

quality elementary education as the most important instrument for equalizing opportunity. 

It is important for our Presidentiables to distinguish between policies that will lead to a buoyant and 

growing economy and those which directly attack the problem of absolute poverty.  Only direct 

intervention of the State to make quality basic education accessible to the children of the poor, most 

of whom are the in the rural areas; increase the number of rural health clinics, especially maternity 

clinics, in the countryside; and make potable water accessible to the poor in the rural areas will 

reduce poverty.  Other commendable suggestions like opening the economy wider to foreign 

investments, accelerating the development of the tourism industry, and implementing government 

projects to attract capital and generate jobs (mentioned by Vice President Jejomar Binay); or 

expanding agricultural production through agri-financing reforms and implementation of Land Bank 

programs for farmers (mentioned by Rodrigo Duterte); or offering 100-percent scholarship for top 

graduates of public high schools (mentioned by Mar Roxas); or raising minimum wage to living 

wage level or lower income taxes (mentioned by Miriam Defensor-Santiago)  will only  improve the 

welfare of the 75 million Filipinos who no longer belong to the poorest of the poor.  All these 

measures, which I fully support, will benefit Filipinos through the healthy forces of the market.  

Strictly speaking though, they are not directly going to impact on the poorest of the poor who are 

marginalized and are, therefore, not benefited by even the freest and most competitive markets.  We 

have to remind ourselves over and over again what Pope Francis recognizes by pure instinct:  there 

is no trickle down of even the most rapid economic growth. 

In this regard, let me refer to the critique by US economist Alan Krueger of the best selling book 

entitled Capital in the Twenty-First Century by French author Thomas Piketty who attributes 

increasing economic inequality within and among countries to the concentration of financial capital 

in the hands of a few.  Professor Krueger, who teaches economics at Princeton University, maintains 

that the lack of access to quality education among the poor is a more important factor to explain 

income inequality.  In the words of Krueger:  “Thomas Piketty’s book highlights the role that 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/bernardo-m-villegas/
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financial capital — money — plays in driving inequality.   But another kind of capital has even 

greater impact on inequality:  human capital.  And it’s education, not a global tax on wealth, that is 

a good policy to reduce inequality.”  In the context of the Philippines, the emphasis should be on 

improving the access to quality elementary education of the children in the rural areas.  Improving 

human capital at the secondary level (including technical and vocational schools) and the university 

level will go a long way in achieving higher economic growth and we must support these policies.  

We need higher economic growth to generate the income for the Government to spend much more 

on free quality elementary education for the children of the very poor.  But it must be made very 

clear that a rapidly growing and dynamic economy does not necessarily liberate the very poor from 

dehumanizing poverty.  (To be continued). 

 


