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RESUME 

 

National 

 Binay and Poe remain leading choices for president, according to latest SWS 

survey 

Echoing the latest Pulse Asia survey last March 4, another survey published by the 
Social Weather Stations (SWS) showed Senator Grace Poe and Vice President 
Jejomar Binay remain the top contenders in the presidential elections, garnering 26 
percent and 24 percent, respectively. Mayor Rodrigo Duterte was in third place with 22 
percent and Mar Roxas in fourth with 19 percent. Geographically, residents of Metro 
Manila were most supportive of Poe (30 percent), Binay (26 percent), and Duterte (25 
percent), while the rest of Luzon favored Poe (32 percent) and Binay (30 percent). 
Roxas was the top choice in Visayas (33 percent) while Duterte was the leader in 
Mindanao (47 percent). Based on socio-economic status, the leading candidates in 
upper-to-middle Class ABC are Duterte (27 percent), Poe (21 percent), Binay (21 
percent), and Roxas (17 percent). Among the Class D, Poe and Binay posted the 
highest voter preferences (26 percent and 24 percent, respectively) and in poorest 
Class E, Poe (27 percent), Binay (23 percent), and Roxas (23 percent) posted the 
highest figures. 

 

 Supreme Court allows Grace Poe to run for president 

Voting 9-5, the Supreme Court decided in favor of Grace Poe’s petition to reconsider 
the decision of the Commission on Elections to disqualify her from the presidential 
elections dur to material misrepresentation on her citizenship and her failure to fulfill the 
requirements for residency. The ruling, however, is subject to a motion for 
reconsideration, which is expected to be filed by certain parties that are against her 
candidacy for president. The Commission on Elections will be holding a meeting to 
discuss whether the body will file a motion for reconsideration. 

 

International 

 Cabinet Secretary Rene Almendras named new Foreign Affairs Secretary 

President Aquino has appointed Secretary to the Cabinet Jose Rene Almendras ad 
interim head of the Department of Foreign Affairs, following the resignation of Albert del 
Rosario which took effect on March 8. Almendras, a very close friend of President 
Aquino, was first appointed Secretary of the Department of Energy after being named 
Secretary to the Cabinet.  

 

 

 

http://www.mb.com.ph/sws-survey-binay-poe-remain-the-top-contenders/
http://www.mb.com.ph/sws-survey-binay-poe-remain-the-top-contenders/
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/09/1561024/sc-grace-can-run
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/771869/almendras-named-dfa-chief
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 Philippines, Japan, US hold talks to enhance defense cooperation  

Military officials from the Philippines, Japan and the US recently discussed intensifying 
cooperation between the three countries to ensure peace and stability in the South 
China Sea. The discussion focused on strengthening and expanding joint training 
exercises and humanitarian and disaster response efforts. The meeting was held 
aboard the USS Blue Ridge, the US 7th Fleet command and control ship, which was 
docked at the Manila South Harbor last March 6. 

 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/03/09/1561042/philippines-japan-us-hold-talks-enhance-defense-cooperation


 - 3 - 

 

  .../... 

SWS SURVEY: BINAY, POE REMAIN THE TOP CONTENDERS  

by Ellalyn De Vera 

March 9, 2016  

Vice President Jejomar Binay and Senator Grace Poe remain the top contenders in the May 2016 

presidential race, based on an ABS-CBN commissioned Pulse Asia survey results released 

Wednesday (March 9). 

The commissioned survey also asked the respondents for their second choice presidential 

preference, which showed Poe leading among other candidates. 

The Pulse Asia survey conducted last February 16-27 with 5,200 registered voters found Poe (26 

percent) and Binay (24 percent) statistically tied for first place. 

This survey was conducted separately from the Pulse Asia non-commissioned pre-electoral survey 

with 1,800 respondents, which was conducted last February 15 to 20. The results released last 

Friday (March 4) also found Poe (26 percent) and Binay (25 percent) statistically tied for the top 

spot. 

Both surveys were conducted before the Supreme Court decision allowing Poe to run for president. 

As also shown in the ABS-CBN-commissioned survey, Davao City Mayor Rodrigo R. Duterte (22 

percent) and former Interior and Local Government Secretary Mar Roxas (19 percent) were closely 

behind Poe and Binay. 

Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago got 3 percent. 

Meanwhile, less than one in 10 registered voters is not inclined to vote for any presidential 

candidate in May 2016. 

Those in Metro Manila were most supportive of Poe (30 percent), Binay (26 percent), and Duterte 

(25 percent). 

In the rest of Luzon, the top presidential contenders were Poe and Binay (32 percent and 30 percent, 

respectively). 

Roxas was the first choice for president of registered voters in Visayas (33 percent), while Duterte 

was the top pick for the post in Mindanao (47 percent). 

The leading candidates in upper-to-middle Class ABC are Duterte (27 percent), Poe (21 percent), 

Binay (21 percent), and Roxas (17 percent). 

Among the Class D or masa, Poe and Binay posted the highest voter preferences (26 percent and 24 

percent, respectively) and in poorest Class E, Poe (27 percent), Binay (23 percent), and Roxas (23 

percent) posted the highest figures. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/ellalyn-de-vera/
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SC: GRACE CAN RUN  

By Edu Punay (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 9, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – In a landmark ruling, the Supreme Court (SC) yesterday allowed Sen. Grace Poe to 

run for president in the May 9 elections. 

Voting 9-6 in full session, the court granted Poe’s petitions seeking to overturn the decisions of the 

Commission on Elections (Comelec) disqualifying her from the presidential election for material 

misrepresentation on her citizenship and residency eligibilities. 

The majority agreed that the Comelec committed grave abuse of discretion in disqualifying Poe from the 

race. 

“The SC grants Senator Poe’s petitions, allowing her to run for the presidency,” SC spokesman Theodore Te 

said. 

But Te could not say if the decision covers both the citizenship and residency issues. 

The ruling is not yet final and is subject to a motion for reconsideration, which should be filed within 15 

days. 

Those who voted in favor of Poe were Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes Sereno and Associate Justices Presbitero 

Velasco Jr., Diosdado Peralta, Lucas Bersamin, Jose Perez, Jose Mendoza, Marvic Leonen, Francis 

Jardeleza and Alfredo Benjamin Caguioa. 

The six who voted to deny Poe’s petition were Senior Associate Justice Antonio Carpio and Associate 

Justices Teresita Leonardo-de Castro, Arturo Brion, Mariano del Castillo, Estela Perlas-Bernabe and 

Bienvenido Reyes. 

Perez wrote the ruling, which has not been released pending signature of all justices, with four concurring 

opinions from other justices. 

Te did not explain the grounds used by the SC since the main decision was not yet available. 

The SC dismissed the Comelec’s First Division ruling, which canceled Poe’s certificate of candidacy due to 

questions on her citizenship and residency eligibility. The petitioners, former senator Francisco Tatad, De 

La Salle University law professor Antonio Contreras and former University of the East law dean Amado 

Valdez, raised these grounds. 

The ruling makes permanent the temporary restraining order (TRO) issued by the high court last December 

against the Comelec disqualification on the first-term senator. 

The high court struck down the poll body’s Second Division ruling, which canceled Poe’s certificate of 

candidacy (COC) based on the petition filed by Estrella Elamparo, former Government Service Insurance 

System lawyer. 

Elamparo claimed Poe failed to meet the constitutional requirement of a 10-year residency for presidential 

candidates. 

In her petition, Poe argued Comelec evaded its positive duty under the law, and utterly disregarded its own 

rules of procedure and settled jurisprudence, when it refused to dismiss outright the petitions led by Tatad 

despite the absence of a cause of action and did not cite applicable grounds under the Omnibus Election 

Code. 

Poe said Comelec disregarded the Nov. 17, 2015 decision of the Senate Electoral Tribunal dismissing the 

disqualification case against her on questionable citizenship status. 

Poe also accused Comelec of disregarding basic international law provisions on citizenship as well as 

applicable international human rights instruments ratified by the Philippines that created an affirmative 

obligation to consider foundlings as natural-born citizens. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Edu%20Punay/
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She also insisted that she committed a mistake in her COC in good faith, saying she did not intend to 

mislead or deceive when she stated that her period of residence up to the day before election day 2016 

would be 10 years and 11 months. 

Correct and just 

Solicitor General Florin Hilbay, who represented Poe instead of defending the Comelec in this case, 

welcomed the SC ruling. 

“The Court did the right thing, the result is both legally correct and just. The decision will be a legacy of the 

court’s solicitous regard for marginalized groups and OFWs (overseas Filipino workers),” Hilbay said. 

Poe, for her part, described the SC ruling as “a victory for truth, justice and for the oppressed.” 

Poe said she learned of the SC ruling while on her way to attend the International Women’s Day celebration 

at Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila. 

Poe said that her vehicle was near Quiapo Church at that time and so she decided to get off and say a prayer 

of thanks. 

“It was as if I was being told to get down and give thanks (to God),” Poe said. 

“I also wish to thank the Supreme Court for recognizing the truth, justice and above all, the protection of the 

oppressed,” she added. 

In her speech at the event, Poe said the timing of the SC ruling seemed to be influenced by divine 

intervention. 

“I supposed that God wanted me to receive the news on this day. We all know that in our country, while 

there are opportunities and wealth, these are not experienced by many and these people are left behind,” she 

said. 

Poe’s camp described the ruling as a victory for democracy. 

“This decision is a victory not only for Senator Poe but for all the foundlings in our country as well as a 

victory for our democracy. This decision truly shows that our country’s laws protect all but most especially 

those who are downtrodden,” Poe’s spokesman Valenzuela City Mayor Rex Gatchalian said. 

“Furthermore, this decision is a victory for our democracy because now our voters will truly have a fair 

elections where they will be allowed to choose from a complete list of candidates,” he added. 

Poe’s running mate, Sen. Francis Escudero, said he is happy that justice prevailed. 

“The Supreme Court once again sided with the rule of law in upholding the petition of Sen. Grace to reverse 

the partisan, biased and unfounded decision of the Commission on Elections disqualifying her from the 

presidential race,” he said. 

Escudero said the SC decision dispelled rumors that some quarters tried to bribe some justices with P50 

million each to vote against Poe. Malacañang, on the other hand, denied the insinuations, saying these were 

speculative. 

Escudero added the SC decision is not only a victory for Poe but also for other foundlings. 

While the other parties may file a motion for reconsideration, Escudero said it is hard to overturn the 

decision of nine justices as against the six others. 

Comelec Chairman Andres Bautista said the poll body did its job in the disqualification case against Poe. 

Bautista said the Comelec would respect the ruling. 

“The Supreme Court, since it has ruled on the matter, we have to respect it,” he said. 
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Comelec Commissioner Arthur Lim congratulated Poe, but expressed hope that the decision of the high 

court will not derail the rule of law.     

He said Comelec would meet and decide whether to file a motion for reconsideration on the SC ruling. 

Election lawyer Romulo Macalintal said the Supreme Court ruling on Poe’s disqualification showed that the 

court has compassion and care for foundlings. 

“Indeed, if the SC could be compassionate in rendering justice to an erring judge, then with more 

compassion should justice be rendered in favor of foundlings seeking to be recognized as a citizen of the 

country and not to be treated as a ‘stateless’ individual in the country where he or she was found,” 

Macalintal said. 

‘A dangerous result’ 

The petitioners Tatad, Elamparo, Contreras and Valdez, on the other hand, said they were caught unprepared 

by the SC ruling. 

Tatad’s lawyer Manuelito Luna said they would appeal the SC decision, which he described as a “dangerous 

result.” 

“A perfect recipe for chaos. The Constitution was bastardized. The people will never accept it. We will file 

a motion for reconsideration as soon as it becomes official,” he said. 

Elamparo shared this opinion. “Although I’ve been hearing about this scenario, I am still shocked because 

the law is so clear. I cannot comment beyond that because I have not read the decision,” she stressed. 

Contreras believes the decision was a loss for the rule of law. 

“I will try to respect the decision that I vehemently reject. Nine members of the Court decided to reverse the 

well-established jurisprudence on residence. I pity those who were disqualified earlier who were similarly 

situated as her. It is surely one of the lowest point in the history of our country,” he said. 

Valdez, for his part, alleged the justices in the majority ruling have committed an impeachable offense with 

their decision.   

The high court heard the oral arguments from both parties from Jan. 19 to Feb. 16, on five consecutive 

Tuesdays. 

Poe fought hard in the disqualification cases against her before it reached the Supreme Court. 

In November 2015, the SET voted 5-4 to deny the petition to disqualify Poe from the Senate. 

A month later, the Comelec in full session disqualified Poe from the presidential race. 

The Comelec voted separately on the two cases involving the Poe’s citizenship and residency requirements. 

The First Division handled the citizenship issue while the Second Division tackled residency. Both divisions 

of the Comelec previously ruled against Poe. – Marvin Sy, Mayen Jaymalin, Christina Mendez, Delon 

Porcalla, Eva Visperas, Manny Galvez, Robertzon Ramirez 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/e
http://www.rappler.com/nation/politic
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ALMENDRAS NAMED DFA CHIEF 

BY: NIKKO DIZON | PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

01:20 AM MARCH 9TH, 2016 

PRESIDENT AQUINO has appointed Secretary to the Cabinet Jose Rene Almendras ad interim 

head of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Malacañang announced late last night. 

Almendras replaced Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario whose resignation took effect on March 8, 

Presidential Communications Secretary Herminio Coloma Jr. said in a statement sent to reporters on 

Tuesday night. 

Citing health reasons, Del Rosario resigned from the Cabinet last month. 

This is the third Cabinet post for Almendras, one of President Aquino’s closest friends. Almendras 

first served as energy secretary before being appointed secretary to the Cabinet. 

The interim DFA head takes over the post amid the pressing security problem in the Korean 

Peninsula, where the UN Security Council recently imposed harsh sanctions on North Korea for its 

nuclear program. 

The Philippines was the first country to impound a North Korean vessel following UN Resolution 

No. 2270, which states that these ships should be inspected to ensure they had no dangerous cargo 

from North Korea. 

The Philippines is also awaiting the decision of the UN arbitral tribunal on its protest against 

China’s so-called nine-dash line that claims almost the entire South China Sea. The decision is 

expected in May. 

Foreign Undersecretary Laura del Rosario sent her congratulations to Almendras and said she was 

“looking forward to working closely with him in implementing the country’s foreign policy.” 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/nikko-dizon
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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PHILIPPINES, JAPAN, US HOLD TALKS TO ENHANCE DEFENSE COOPERATION  

By Jaime Laude (The Philippine Star) | Updated March 9, 2016 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines – The Philippines, Japan and the US have conducted talks aboard the USS 

Blue Ridge, the US 7th Fleet command and control ship, which docked at the Manila South Harbor 

three days ago. 

In a statement released on Monday night, the 7th Fleet Public Affairs Office said the meeting was 

aimed at hastening cooperation among the three countries to ensure peace and stability in the West 

Philippine Sea. 

“The peace and stability in this region depends on the unified efforts of our countries,” 7th Fleet 

commander Vice Admiral Joseph Aucoin was quoted as saying to his Filipino and Japanese 

counterparts during the talks. 

“This is a tangible example of the unified commitment of our countries to the stability and security 

of this region,” Aucoin said during a reception following the trilateral conference. 

Military leaders from each country expressed concerns about the tension in the South China Sea as 

well as the impact of natural and man-made disasters on operations. 

They discussed ways to collectively promote peace and stability in the Indo-Asia Pacific. 

“Discussions focused on lessons learned from past cooperative training efforts with an eye toward 

maximizing future opportunities, which included expanding the scope and complexity of 

multilateral engagements, exercises, and humanitarian and disaster response efforts that will allow 

countries to rapidly respond to a crisis.” 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines downplayed the trilateral meeting, describing it as routine. 

“They are constantly talking,” AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said. 

The Blue Ridge (LCC-19), flagship of the US 7th Fleet and one of only two such ships in the 

inventory of the US Navy, docked at Manila Bay on March 4 for a port call. 

The visit came as the US John C. Stennis Strike Group (JCSSG), was patrolling in the South China 

Sea. 

The JCSSG armada that included three destroyers and a cruiser ended its South China Sea freedom 

of navigation operations two days ago. 

On March 2, Japanese minesweeper Division 51 also docked at South Harbor for a three-day 

goodwill visit. It was followed by the signing of the defense cooperation between Japan and the 

Philippines. 

The minesweeper, led by Capt. Toshiro Takaiwa, is composed of two ships - Uraga (Minesweeper 

Tender 463) and JS Takashima (Minesweeper Tender 603). 

Meanwhile, the Stennis strike group has wrapped up its six-day operations in the South China Sea 

and transited into the Philippine Sea through the Luzon strait. 

The strike group said the People’s Liberation Army (Navy) ships remained around Stennis, but all 

“bridge-to-bridge interactions between the sailors of both navies remained professional.” 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Jaime%20Laude/
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“Based on the communications of USS Chung-Hoon had with the PLA(N) ships, the Chinese Navy 

prides itself with professional communications and interactions,” Chung-Hoon commanding officer 

Tom Ogden said. 

Chung-Hoon was one of two destroyers in the service of the Stennis strike group. 

Rear Admiral Ronald Boxall, the strike group’s commander, said he was not surprised by the 

interest of other countries in the strike group. 

“We’re exercising our right to operate in international waters. Our presence here promotes peace 

and stability in the region,” Boxall said. 

 


